
Preface ,fu" trL-1nJ.',

Trausti valssoa has achieved an extBordhary

fea, of scholarship: he has wriRen tle com-

piehe.sive, definiril,e, encyclopaedic account of
planning in ooe turopern counr5. from t-he

begimings to the prsent day. True,Iceland is a

smal county io terms of populztion, even

&ough respecably large in area. But that area

co.taids huge variations - in position, in tetain,

in natural rcsources - afld Icelasdic economic

ard social dcwlopment i' as sharplv diff-

senri,red in economic rern, as thar of ofier
Europe,n coxrtries. Be.,ure howee.r thc

counrry is 50 disuncdvr in ,!s rel, ve

g.ugraphical ,soirEon. rr has de\eloped in qure

special wiys. though cultmlly prrt of Lhe

Scaodhaviaa or Nordic gtoup as its sroog

planning caditions reflect.

Until now, a[ too littl€ sas kno$n of this nch

hston. Thar is nm definiovely remeded.

Trausti Vdssofl not only tels the story in rich

deta[ ftom th€ eadiest origins of plan,iog to

the ptesent day; he also sets it frrnly vidrin a

rich geographical ed historic,l contex! so thar

in important respects this is I deE itive general

history of the dselopment of social policy in a

very distin€til€ Northern Europ€an country,

wifi a disonslish€d <tury of posir;r'e nter
rcntion in social matters. Little known outside

its homeland, this story needed ro be written,

md it hzs fomd m excepuonally able chronicler.

Thorough in its reseirch, comprehensive in ,rs

scope. alway< tughll readrble. Tlausd Vals.on s

book sets a new surdard in hisrorical schol-

arship and provides a modcl for oth€r scholars

in other comties to follov
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PLANNING IN ICELAND TT OM THE SETTLEMENT TO PRESENT NMES
(Exerptt lrum Book Raiq,s)

Book review in 'Environmental History" Vol. 10, No. 1' by Peder Anker PhD
"This extraordinary history of lcelandic setdement policies pays tribute to the important rcle
of urban and regional planning. It is a fine piece of scholanhip in which Trausti Valsson
describes the history of Icelandic landscape management, with an emphasis on more recent
planning processes."

Book review in "Planum - The Europern Journal of Planning onJine" 20(X, by Romina
Peritore PhD
"This book porhays how settlements developed by describing the various and ever-changing

factors that ajlected their fomation in terms ofnatual conditions, the economy and level of
technology, tanspofiatioo and social factors. Enormous changes are taking place in society at

large, thercfor€ it is essential to consider the future condition ofurban and rural areas.

Trausti Valsson proposes an innovative vision for the role ofplanners. .. "

"ECPR Newsletter", Issue 25 - July 2004.

"This very comprchensive study tracks the development of lcelard in morc ways than the title
may suggest. Starting with an analysis of geographical, geological and climatic conditions the

first part ofthe book focus€s on early pattems ofsettlemont and land use by the early

settlers,"

Book review itr lR.aumforschung und Raumplannung",4'512004' by Axel Priebs

"Ueberhaupt ist das Buch alles andere als eine nuechtere oder gar distaruierte historische

Darstellung. Vielmehr wird das starke innere Engagement des Autoren immer wieder

deutlich, winn er - mit grossem Idea.lismus und teilweise auch polemischel Schaerfe - seine

Unzufriedenheit mit den henschenden Zeitgeist zum Ausdruck bdngt,.."
(\he book is onything but o sober or distonced historicol representotion. Rother, the sttong innet

commitment of the outhor is olwoys cleot when he expresses his dissotisfoction with the prcvoiling

zeitgeist - with greot idealism ond somelimes polemical shorpness..")

Book review in "Stadtbsuwelt" 24105, by Gudrun Escher

"Diese wissenschaftliche Afteit kommt ohne verklausurierte Sprache aus' und ein Glossar,

das Planungsstrukturen und Grundsaetze ve$taendlich erlaetert, tut ein Uebrigens "
(-Thisscientilicworkdoesnotrequirecodiliedlonguoge.Aglossorythotexploinsplanningstludures
ond principles, does the rest."l

Book revier in 'AVS 1. tbl. 2004 by Ha[dorr Arnardottir PhD
"(The book) is an impo ant vehicle in opening up peoples eyes to the fact that buildings do

not stand al,one in thi environrnelt but arc influenced by and have influence upon what

surounds them."

Book review in 'Morgutrbladid", Mey 22, 2004' by Agust H Bj .lralon 
-- .

"Med b6k thessari er ligdur grunnur ad thvi ad kynna islenzk skipulagsfraedi ri erlendum

vettvangi. Htn er til sailindimert<is um thad ad Islenzk ftaedirit eiga sum hver eindi rit flrir
land$ei;ana.... (.Ihis book ptovides o bosis \or introducing tcelondic plohning issues obrood. lt is o

sign ol the foct th;t some lcelondic scholorly books, hove o fiessoge to give outside the country ")



Book reyiew in "Timrrit mik og menning&r", L 2006, by Sigridur KrfutjlDsd6ttir
"...thad er mikid thrckvirki ad skifa svona b6k og ekki ollum gefid. Trausti er mjog
hugmyndarikur, og hann hef,r haefileika til ad vekja folk til umhugsunar um umhverfi sitt.,,
(... it ]s o Herculeon tosk to wtite such o book ond only few can do thot- Trolsti is very imoginative,
ond he hos d tolent to owoken people to thei envhonment."')

Book review in "Verktaekni" 6. tbl. 9. 6rg. 2003, by Birgir J6nssotr
"B6kin er giturlega efnismikil og full af fr6dleik. Hafi Trausti mikla thokk i.rir thad
threkvirki ad koma thessari fr6baeru Mk 6 prenl." (-fhe book is ifimensety rich and full of
moteliol. Trdusti is to be thonked lot the super humon tosk to publish this outstonding book-")

Book review in "Journrl ofNordregio", No l/Yol5,2005, By H6lEfrldllr BjarDad6ttir
"(The book) forms an important contdbution to the Icelardic planning literatue and will
doubtlessly spark an interesting public and academic debate on plarning in Iceland."

Book review in "Nordic Notes", Vol. 9. 2005, by Alaric Maude
"This is a remarkable book. in that it sets out to understand the evolution of s€ttlement and
planning in Iceland from the very beginning ofhuman settlement irr that country, a period of
just over 1000 years... The book is therefore about much more than planning, and a major
theme is how humans adapted to the opportunities and limitations ofthe Icelandic
environment, or at times ignored this experience and made significant planning mistakes."

A letter from Pro;f, Joe Mcbride of UC Berkelqt to Valsson on his new book

'How the lil/orkl will change - with Global Warming" (Dec. 2006)
"Dear Tmusti,

Your book arrived today. Thank you so much for it and for your acknowlgdgement of
Michael, Luna, and I. The book is just gleat! [ have not read it "cover to cover" yet, but what
I have read and all ofthe illustations, poems, diagrams, and maps are terrific. Your style of
putting a book together is outstanding. This book should get an awad just for its
appearance. Every page is so well balanced as is the whole ofthe book. I think it should get

some kind of an award for good writing and book design. I also think it will make a valuable

contributio! to the field of global warming science and planning.
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Planning in lceland: From the Settlement to Present Times. By
Trausti Valsson. Reykjavik: University of Iceland Press, 2003. 480 pp.

Illustrations, maps, references, index. Cloth $78.

This extraordinary history of Icelandic settlement policies pays tribute to '

the important role of urban and regional planning. It is a fine piece of
scholarship in which Trausti Valsson describes the history of Icelandic
landscape management, with an emphasis on more recent planning
processes.

The history of human settlements from ancient times until today is
surely a topic familiar to readers of Environmental History, what makes

the Icelandic case interesting is the rich body of evidence from which
the historian can work. The arrival of Norse Vikings was recorded in rhe
Book of Settlements (written between 1122 and 1133) and later activity
has been carefully written down in various sagas and famlly chronicles'
Today there is not much room for speculation about settlements;
espeiially when the author risks confrontation with lcelandic readers

known for their obsession with family heritage. Valsson has done a fine

iob in maneuverinq through the sources' He tells a story of how Viklngs

iirit f.eety chose u'ninhabited territory that later became the subject of
diiputes ind agreements which mark the origin of planning.in.Iceland'

in6 iuusequenl discussion of the Mlddle Ages, early industrialism, and

modernization is rather short in comparison with Valsson's thorough

analysis of planning in Iceland after the Second World War' This later
period dominates most of the volume, and the choice of focus reflects

its importance to changes in the Icelandic environment'

In terms of methodology, Valsson builds his argument on Ian L'

McHarg's famous book Design with Nature (). Wiley, 1969)' McHarg

though-t that the natural sciEnces in general and ecology in particular

inoriO pt"y a vital role in understanding the past and su.ggesUng future
landscape usages. If ecology played a vital role in planning,. McHarg

JrgueO, lanOscipe deslgne* would contribute to a closer relationship

U"l*""n tt e sed,:le.s an? their environment' In Valsson's book, the
ientral theme is also the importance of unity between humans and
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toTrlql&owrGE luEuglleE!4(ays in @icir 6
environment could ba iE grfter harmony!-l

l captures
the lives people and the
Valsson is also inspired by the various regionqS#yelPqm?nt P

plans for nature conservation and greater environmental sustainability.

Some of the most intriguing pages in the volume suggest how past 4

experience in landscape management can olfer ways to improve the
planning of oceanic environments. Fishing is a key industry in Iceland,
and numerous Icelandic trawlers are hardly known to the neighboring
nations for sustainable harvesting of the fish stock. Valsson's
suggestions for how one can extend experiences from landscape
planning into the management of ocean environment is both timely and
convincing.

On the critical slde, the book could have paid more attentlon to the 'social resistance to planning processes' The voices of those whose

settlement and land usage have been controlled by bureaucratic experts
also deserve a place in the history of planning. This is not to say that
Valsson has not written a first-rate study. It should find its way into
university and college libraries as the standard history and reference
tool about planning in Iceland.

Peder Anker received his PhD in the history of science from Harvard
Uiiversity in 1999. He is currentlY a research fellow at-the Center for
Devetopment and the Environment at the university of Oslo, Norway' He

is the iuthor of lmperial Ecology: Environmental order in the British

Empire, 1895- 19 45 (Harvard,2001).
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A Review of the Book
Planning lceland,
from the Settlement to present Times,
published by the University of
lceland Press (200f) f!}gA4j

eY!,Mlao\
Built-up areas are constanily increasing, and build-
ings out of context with the envrronment are also on
the increase. The promise of the Modern Movement
to increase the quallty of urban plans through plan-
ning and repetition proved to be a total mistake.
lnstead of inventing firm rules or seeking definitions,
modern society requires planning which is flexible
and open. The planning discipline becomes a tool
that we use to create better environment, not only
to fulfill needs but also for sprritual well-being.

Active discussion about the influence of the environ-
ment is therefore very imponant, The book by
Trausti Valsson, Planning in lceland from the
Settlement to Present Time (2002) with a preface by
Sir Peter Hall, meets this need. lt is an important
vehicle in opening people s eyes to the fact that
buildings do not stand alone in the environment but
are influenced by and have influence upon what sur-
rounds them.



Planning ln lceland - Review

by

ln his book, Trausii Valsson analy*s lhe developreni of se(lemats and

urban areas. in lcaland, from 074 io the olEsenl{ay. h is . @mpEtEnsive

sludy of lhe evolution of human habrtal in relalron io th€ ftrrces ot .aturc.

lceland E a country fith a low populalion deBity, chaBddized by

@nsiderable vanalions in topogmplry, a tlde vadsty of mlu6l lE@req
wnidr is ur{6.9oing economic and s@ial lraffibnnalions. as a result, the

aulhor analys€6 the hislory ol planning from iE beginnin$ from a broad

geographiel 6nd nisbricar conien

va&on s 3tudy i3 not onty a valuaue conlrjbulion lo lhe s{renlifc comm'rni9

b€c.6e it is a B€ll-writl€n encyclopaedic hislory ol l.elandic planning

pEdies, bul also becae of the counlry o, reielene. leland, wilh iG unique

fealules. exemplifcs ltte irne.aclio bet\i\€ei sociely. nalure and urban

planning. lts econorry is bomilE. ll has an abundar of t'ydrc and

g.olhermal energry aM Reykjalik (lhe @pitaD has a young and dynamic

populalior,- Aannnv in lcelald provides insight i o the countty's derclopmenl

as rell as an owoi of h human setilenEln has evolwd and where n may

be heading in te nnue. vd$ s study is gnriched by a *leclion 1250

obluros and maDB and is wry werl refo.eDced.

Thi. book seat€. a llnk belween lh€ lstesi sdeniifc kno|led!€ and the "How

to' ot pla.ning s€lllemsnls. ln lhe fBi lN s€ctiom the aLrlhor outire3 how lhe

cohabii.tion ol man and land has ovolved in leland. vado6 lypes ol nalur.l

featuEs and procssses shaped this counlry's setllenErn. From rhe

expsnen€s of leland re leam thal he inlegratjon ol humE a.d n.ture

needs to bs studied in .letaillo avotl wasie and envionrienlal di$sieB.

a€ the Eader pro{ress€s in lhis book, he or she disreB the flsl sleps in ltE

cEation ot setllen€nb and lhe dewlopmeni snd glanning in lceland. The

study of the hBtory of s€ttlem€nts and lhe invesligalo. ol lhe ta,bon dlilB of

urban a€as teadEs us a qreat d€al aboui lheir organizalion. Bv studying lhe

links bel'i€ the lylss ol activibea and lhe slrudure ol 8€tlemnts, we may

l€am wt ch €leli€nts of loday's *tu€menls might decline, which lo6tions

have potenlial and wttich of lhe* aE erpect6d 10 shape nriue social

economic and ptrFical landscap*. Accon ing to the aulhor, choies aboul

ulban dev€topmnl in lhe tnute should be ba6€d on . conc.eie mdeBtanding

ol ihe land and lts man-made etrucluB. To lhis 6nd, val$on belieres that

various dBciplines such as, archnedulo. ngineenng, planning landscape

archilectrE, seogrspnv and ecology Ehould be ifil€lrated in lh€ c,saiion and

impl€insnlaton o, a nnure visim.

Furlh€rmore, in itE authols opinion, the gEneral public, as relt as sewral

other actors. should hav€ s oasic knodl€dgo relaled to tie iask ol planning

selilenEnts snd urban areas. Iie,E alE 3€v€rEletamples i. nis book on how

planning ide.s are c.eal€d, both in lcslad 5nd in oiher countries For this

E.son Ih€ reder en undersland how a vasl number ol ideas inffuenc€ lhe

buill envionmenls developnEnl. As the aulhd und.din$: 'Or€ ol ihe mosl

imponar goaB in Planning is to gel ilE puulc and politi(i8ns ro ptrti'ipale in

planning riattsrs. ( . ) Ite mosi @mmon misunderstanding is that to plan

meaB lhst an atiispl B beirc m.de to irale *ry'hing and to make

arsngem€nls slsndadized and innexible. This, horever, as sidply bad

plaMing. Good Planning op€.s oppotunities. c.!ale3 polsiunies and makB

il Do6sible lo keep uings open and nenbb. Good planning mrls againsi the

ruler and soll€ns ihe .ppearance ol se{lemenE (p.16)'' He insists that

Plan.lers should lls!6n ectullv lo eial p€ople say. Plamor3 should trv to

',i,ii!'ii;'i! [d;ail;'# ri*li 5l ttreir commuaitv to p.odue wsr€bre

IBookl



soluiions They should help to make tegulatons moro nexible and p.epare

plans lor 6 suilable use of tl|e built environmqi.

Ihe hbtory of lceland is marked by hs anival of ils frst setlbl8 lo a counlry,

which was inualy uninhahhd. Ar tnne pa3*d, lh€ stllelrEnts suuclur€.

conlinually uMeftenl changes. ln fad, lhere ras almsi no lomd sod€ial

organization in leland; with tme laqs social stiucturs€ slarGd lo crysl6llize

qitiin vanour .Eas and 3 relaiionship iotrEd b€lr €en he go@. , who was

both chieiain and pdesl and tannors. Thi3 led b lne esiablishmni of a state in

rhich the tamily has rcmained ltE bacloone of lelandic ao.i{,ty

This b@k podrays how senErnenb dev€lopod by desdibing tie va.ioos and

ever-changing facloB lh61 alEcled ltEk fomation in lems of natufal

conditiom. lhe ecomdy and lerlel of lehrElogy, iransporlaiiq and social

ladors. Enomous chanse are iaknE piae in socaly al laBe, the€fors il is

e$€ntiar io consrde. the nn@ condilion of urban and rural aEas.

Trausti vslsson pfopoGes an innovaurre vBion lor lhe rore ol planEB. Ihev

"(...) should be Egadad as adviBoB wno prepare lhe.ecessary daia lor lhe

public, politiciam 6nd companis in oftter io lacilitale lhe s€arcn ior 8nd studv

ot p8ihs to ihe nnue (p./127)'.

Romln. P.rlroF. PhD studsni in ihe DepEirnenl ot urban Polioos and Loel

Dewlopmsni of the Fa@lty of Archllecirc at the UniveGiE di Roma Tre.
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forming dry land by inrensive volcanism. fie exter-
nal forces - the climare and rhe ocean - are respon'i-
ble for rlre di'recrion ofrhe couniry and formarion
ofthe detailed morphology as wellas rhe secondary
dynamics of the landscape. The section also deals

with natural resources and the diFerenr natural
hazards - primarilyvolcanic eruptions, earthquakes,
and the speci6cally lcelandic phenomenon offloods
due to subglacial volcanic eruptions as well rs more
common foods, avalanches and landslides. The sec-

rion ends wirh considerarions about rhe 'Adaprion
ofSetrlemenrs ro Nature" based on rhe lan McHarg
"Design with Nature" philosophy.

"Book Two" is a historical approach to setrlements
srarring from rhe 6rst colonisations in 874 ro rhe
present. Ir is an inter€sring account ofthe develop-
ment of agriculture and thegrowing organisation of
the society based on rhe godars - the pre- Chrisrian
pri€s' !hiefrains. The imponrnLe of trrnsportrrion
roures berween rhe farms and larer relared to the
coasral fishing spots is described.

"Book Three" is far the mosr voluminous and is de-
voted to urbanisation and a discussion ofthe causes

for irs much larer appearance in lceland compared
with most other countries. Reasons given include
the very low population density, the dominance of
rgriculrure rnd th. tarrered 6'htry. The <arly de-
veloomenr ofrhe Liw ofRevkir"ik sraned in 178(:,

*he'n " rrading li.ent. -a''gianr.d by rhc Dankh
king representing rhe colonirl power. As Reykjavik
developed into acapiral citywirh rrue urban features

proper rown planning became urgenr. This took
phie during and afto ,tUW t. The first master plan
(192-r made room for a gr:ndiose symmerri. rr
rangement ofpublic building.. bur wrs otherwise a

failure because ofeconomic -crises. VriT II further
represented a stagnarion with scattered haphazard

English milirary installations.
Ar rhe end of the 1950t, Danish planncrs - }etcr
Bredsdorffand Anders Nn ig Gh€ir Portrans in rhe

Book Reviews

Planning in Iceland from Scttlemcnt to the
Prcsent Time, Treusti Vallson, 2003, Reykiavik,
Univctsityof Iceland Ptcss, ISBN 9979-54-567-
4, 480 pp.

Professor of planning at the University of Iceland
in Rcykj:vik lrausi vallson har published rn im-
pressive book entirled "Planning in Iceland from
Sertlement to the Present Time". The Iarge format
- almosrA4 size -anddor.rble column provides room
for a large number ofillusrrarions from the size ofa
stamp to that ofa double page. Unfonunately, the
illustrations are unnumbered, but a list in the back
of rhe book rells us there ate around 975, mosr of
them black and whire and a minority being coloured.
Most of rhe illusrrations are ofgood to acccprable
qualiry, although some are marredbybad reproduc-
(ion or exrr€me rcduction in size.

The book starts with an inrroductory chapter where
the subiecrs of the book rre presented and where

basic planning theory is referred to, emphasizingthe
imporrance ofrhe intera.rron ofthe naturrl environ-
mentwith the built environment - Iiving, industries,

oc.uparions. settlements and the accompanying
infrastructure in the widest sense. It is specific to
Iceland that the forces ofnature are mor. prevalenr

than in mosr other countries. The introduction ends

with a sccrion on "The Nccd to Dig Down ro the
Roots" emphasizing the importance ofa profound
scientiGc understanding of the historical develop-

ment and action ofnature as well as ofsociety and
social life. This justifies part of rhe title, "- from
Settlement to Present Time". Based on rhe above,

rhe book is organized into five "Boola".

"Book One" deals wirh "Nature and rhe Forces Shap-

rnq rhe Counrry". The internal forces are telared ro

rhi megr-recroni. patrern ofo.ea. foor spreading.

where Iceland, globally s..n, represen* the ooly
larger onshore localization of a mid-oceanic ridge

7h. lotrial oflraAd;stiPlinary E tirunn tal Stsdie', ISSN I 602'2297
h ttp: //aww.jo r ma l- tes. dk /



Book Revirys

book are of such bad reproducrion rhat it would
have been better to do without thcm) were selecred

by che lcelandic aurhorities to propose a plan for
rl,. .xorn,ion ot rhe roun rn differenr diretrions.
rh" "Ln inJuded a harbour, industrirl :reas and

, l.cldon .f a ne- arrnorr as w.ll as ext<n,ive rcsi'

dential rrers and rhe maior overall rraffic 'y'rem'
Thc planning rkcrch *a' a.cepred hy rhe aurhori'
rie.. howe'er, bur wx never enrrrely realrzed mainly

becruse of hearygrass roots resistance. Later master

olan' reoresenr rhoroueh revision.. finallv. rhe 'ee-
iion d.,il' *ith ,h. ,.gionrl planning in the capital

area, the most densely populated area in Iceland (80
oo ofrhe populationl, now including severrlorher
urban sru.ture. rnd a large modern inrernationrl
,irporr. An intcte\rinB accounr on rhc pl:nning of
o,h., ,"*n' in the counrry arrd rcgional llanning
in lceland rs a wholc is also inclrrded.

The descriprion of the development of planning
in Revkiavik rnd 

'ur,ounding. 
i\' in manv wiys.

oarudiemrri. for rhe obsra.les and rhe condirion'
irced i. plrnning:nd for rhe publi. rnd polirical

side of the process.

"Book foui' is devoted ro the "Development of
Svstemr on a Countrv Scale'i.e. tht supcrior na-

ttn,l pl,n, and secror planning in Lelrnd' Here

rhe Nature Con'ewatron Plani and rhe Narion;l
Plan' tor Suvainabiliry hrgely constirure thc enri'
ronmcnral Frore.tlon planning of orhrr counrrie'
,n.l,Jinp the m,naeemenr rcme,lics as for instante

EtA lEniiro"menrai lmpa.r tu'er<menL) and 'o 
on'

A National "Plan for Tourism" seeks to meet rhe

in.reasine number oi visirors ro rhe country and 'r
''Frame PLn for F nergy Produ.tron i'remarkablern
(hrr i' e\(lusnely employ' renewrble ene'gy 

'ysrem'
as hvdroclectric power and georhermal power pro-

duci;on and hot w,renupply for domesti' heating

Coastal zone ptrnning and marugemenr' which it I
6eld ofgrowing importan.e in most orher' ountr res'

i' in I..'iand a:Planning Ior O' can Arcar rhu'stg-

nallin!, rhr imponrn.t o( th. 'ca a' I r*our' ' rna
r". 

'hI 
l..lani.'s. ft does nor however onlv 

' 
over

fishery plannins rnd regularion bu( rl\o (hc mJt rne

."riro"m.nt, d..deine, trrffic' oil prorperring erc'

Fi":llv. rhe se.tion"deils wirh rhe stept lowards r

Natio'nal Plan' and the integrarion of the different

levels and sectors of Planning

theheadineof Book Five is-The Developmens of
T"d,v- IL ii an analvsis ofrhc views rnd visions rhar

now have the largesr infuence on howconrempo.ary
so. iery ls chrnging. This is reen in rhe perspecrive of
the changes that already occurred during the 1900's

i.r. rherhinec lrom; nrrion bascd on agricuhure tu

"ne 
b.r'ed oi li'he,ies wirh aL. ompanying harbours

rnd urbanisarion. It is .himed rhar rhe .irie' arc

now facing a renaissance as centres ofthe informa-

tion society as well as service sociery 1he chaptcr

derl. wirh qualiry of life planning a< oppo'ed ro

rhe lormer iunctionrlly.ennal planning. and ro

meer rhe hieher environmenral *andrrd. Again

Revkiavik i.lnaly'ed in rerms ofrhe new rrends in
plrnnine rnd socicry and rhe increase in and ton-
.en.'rri6n ot rhe population I well a" economic
per"pecrives. Likewise orher region' of rhe country

Thc rwo tinal pages atrempt ro drlr a pLrure ot"a
n.* ,nd...,rndine of .ruring human habrrars .

whi.h ir is clarmedl' meant ro be the,'entral morif
of the book. The form ine of the humrn habirrrs

is presenred a' an analogy io \heformrngofnarural
h;biut, . Ir i' .laimed thrr natural s.ience has <re-

ated a rather clear picture oflow the ut;ous tifeforms

were cleated on edrth, kom primitive to complicared

€Losvlr€m'. lr mav be a u'eful srrning point in rhe

:nalvse. of rhe pianning pro.ess' howcver' it is I
.rrheoimolisri,ione 

'een 
f,om the trandpoint ofa

s-irntis(. rn Ihis cr\e a ecolucisr' N,rncrhtlr*. rh'
undersranding "f rhe di*-i.' .f "e"l'rn"" '"d
rhe sociew in a hisroric.rl (ime lreme i\ p':rrmount

to"erh.,*irh ". 
r*.,"-ent ofrodayi tituarions and

rh! turun oossibilities based on rhorough analyses'

A.' ohnnine .ho.rld, a. *ated be balanced wirh

,r''J a'.-".,,i. principle< and be environmentallv

sustainable.
The end ofrhe bookhas a number ofuseful indexes'

extensive references, an index ofrerms etc aswellas

a list of planners in Iceland accompanied by short

CVs and their Portraits.

The book i, an rmnresive worl'. whnh demon'trrte'
rn intimrrc rn,l drrailed knowlcdgr of a widely

varied rnd varies:red 6elds of planning lt is rp'

",-. v o'imrrilv direcred rowards \Iud€n$ 'nd'o-f.*t",tt. Howevet. ir will terrainlv rlso h:ve

1.,"".a1 ro rhe inreresred lavmen' The numetous

.ase .io,ie, and orreinrl mrps and illusrrarions wrll

undoubtedly be appealing. In thi' re'pecr ir rcrs as a

. 
""*iblv 

- rompiete a,chi"e of tLelrndrc planning'

A fun h.'' qu,li.y ofrh. b.ok is rhe more rheorrical

2
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and ideological commens and the frequent reference
to both political and societ:l rercrion\ ro various
planning siruations. It is obvious that the bookwill
have general interest internationally and it is thus
from many points of view jusdfied that the book
now is available in the English language.

Erling Bondcaln, Iray'$or Emetirul
DEt. of Enuitonment, Tichnology and Social Studies,

RoskiUe UnitmiE

3



Nol
vol' Lo n5

teuv!
JDL.GN 4[ oF
N 0l< O Rr:d<r ()

APK-\L

in the subje<rs ofthe ditrsat sections,
whid ca, be read s€parately by those

widl oliy: liEited or specialised inte'
rcst in &e speciffc to?ic.

In the tust section Valsson builds
upon previous wo* (in particulat cE
in Natue - An irtegEted whole, 2ooo
and rdd as Resouce, 1993), where he

exploffi the comection and r€letiotr

b€tres the buiit ard ctftl e non-
ment.nd p€sents hi5 theories on the
My naturdl forces have shaped the ple.
conditions for hrnd setdement in
Icelard The s€cond sedion provides m
,aa1,6is of&c natrEal and seietal fac-

lors that sba!€ setdeEeEt in Icelan4
i .ludiry lhFical attributions, aspecls

of goYerIrce, r€Ugion, Esspoiation,
@nomi. ad educational s,stems- In
&e third se.tion, an overiew is gid
ofihe eroiution ofthe plaming srstem
as a whole a5 we[ as ofihe pla]lninc of
the difierent *rdeEeDts aooss the

counEy, toltr with regrd to the buil-
ding of l.rger .gglmelations as wen as

the deeelopmeDt of toMs ir tne clM-
tFide 1nd region l plar:oing. Dr
Valsson thta @ntinu€s by providiDg an

oEsier ofthe devdopD€nt ofaatial
pl.rldus srtems on a courqwid€
s<re od condudd by giving e iBight
into the curmt pL.Dtling ilebate ed
abo preseati!8 his oB! vids 6 plan.

nirg in lceLd to&y.

The boot s €nensirc coverage assem-

bles in on€ place .n impressiae wealrh

ofmaterial. (both iD Mitt€n form aItd
in t6ms ofilluFations, maps, photo-

gnphs md dEwing, aI ofwhic! is
preseDi€d ir.n accessible wy, ed ca
sen€ as :n htrodu.tion or a Efsence
bmk for tlose ideftsted in plaraing in
I.eland. as rdt s a t€sis fd frrther
study.

This s<oF iD @rtslt is itr a $aY the
@id sut!€tL of ilE Publi(atiotr,
tLough pandoxiely .lso iis Eaior
wEakness iD sorc s€6!e also 3s lo
s@e e$ert its wi& sco!€ bI8 its

fo.us and makes it Iiore diEcult to
de6[e its t:ICet audienc€. For the non-
I.elrdic @ds, sooe ofthe chapters

requiE badqlould tooitedge to aare
irl u5e ofthe iDformation Fovided,
both with reg.Jd to the g@graphict
area in quBtiotr ed/or the liuctioning
oflcdandic society and th€ plaui.g

ln the iDboduchon to the book,

Valsson stresses th:t one ofits tasks is

to provid€ the public wirh a basic ho$,-
ledge ofpianning and "(it) is thEefore
almost iatended to be a textbook for the
geneEl public". Iurtlermore, the
author states ihat pattiorld emphasis
has ben phced on pres€nting the
material ofthe b@k h as straightfor-
wsd. say as lossible. This goal is alro
reflected iD the DMerous ilustretions
that succeed in lighiening the weight of
the publication, eaking ir much more
reads.Eisdly, tltolgh &is is achifled,
to some en@i at the expens€ of its aca'

Thoughout dE publication, the
autho! expresses personal vi€ws ad
stand?oihs on "good" ud "bad' plar-
ning and he conbires facts and per-
son:l views in d ollen.deftee
a.mer. with limited references to his
condusions i! the text. This approach
E5uits in ofte! jntercsting and origin,
poirts ofvis ed the author has a

talqt for rnaki{g pertinot comections
hetween natnal. e.onodi. and culhral
derclopm€Dts od physica] changes in
seidemenr pattems, often in quite an
irgaioE r:y. It is however in the
final stctioD, 'Ihe dmlopments of
Toda/, that valsson is reatty in his ele-

men! giving u a personal refledion on
the cufttrt sEte ad future of plaming

Trausti velssoD shodd be iauded for
his initiatiae. CoDpded ro the other
Nordic collntries, resedch d piaming
in l.eland ttmins rathei limited.
though ?ublic debate wa! stircd
re.endy as a nuEber ofpl.nning issues
have rccmdy attact€d interest Etion.
wide. such 6 for instance th€ locatio!
ofthe domestic airpod, th€ hydro.elec-

tric power pLat et Ktrahrriirkar and ihe
reitalisation ofReykiavikt old tosrl so

much so iu Act that they hai€ become
political bones of contention-. Plaming
jlr l€elard FroD setdoeDt to Present

Tim€s forms an impotuat conEibution
to the Icdedic pliarirg liteaiue and
wil doubd€s+ spa* d interening
public aDd academic debate on plen-

TtuBi wlstun, uniwRny of tcrlond Prus-

Dr. TIausn VdssqD is e professor ai
the University of icdaod and hes
publish€d sev€rat books otr the lopic of
plaruing in lcel&d. ln his latest publi-
carion, Planning ia lceird- Frcn
Setd@6t to Pres6t Tim€s, ft.
Vals$a giB d oitris of tLe deve-

lolmat of s€tdsEeois &d urbaD deYe
Iopmst in lcdaDd fiom 874 to the pE-
seEt day. The.uthor.ddtess6 spatial
plannins in it; brcadesr s€Es€, touchi.s
upon djlcipliles sucn as history, g@
Iogy, h],tlE gsgEphy, EgioEl dqe-
loFaeff, ube d6ign dd d.hitec-

ThP hmk is divided into fm srtioG
each codairing r Dunber ofdilferent
$b<hapters. There is a dear division

@

PLANNING IN\*. ICELAND - FROM
i: SETTLEMENT TO
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Birgir J6nsson, d6sent

Biblia dhugafiilks um
byggdaskipulag

Mikil umra6a hefur veri6 6 undanftimum

6rum um bygg6askipulag, landnitingu og

skipulag strj{lbjlta og 6bygg6ra svada. Er

rf svo komi6 aO b€tta er 6berandi hitam6l

I fidlmiolum og st6r hluti landsmanna

hefiu ri&veonar skodanir 6 !v{.

N jritkomin b6kTraustavalssonar; S/flpulag

byggdar d islandi - Frd landruimi til

lidandi stundar, et lvi mikill fengur fl, ir

alla bA titlmi,rgu sem dhuga hafa 6

skipulagsm6lum

6 islandi, be6i fag- og t@kdfolk

6 skipulagssvi6i sem og 6hugasaman

almerming, sem vill kynna ser &i{rar

skipulagsrn i.l

ii istandi og sdgu leirra m6la.

Bok bessi er yfirlitsrit um megineinlenni

hins maDnger6a umhverfis ri islandi. lrita6

er alll til landn irns til a6 n6 fiam skilningi

ri fvi hva6a liigm6l voru a6 verki vi6

m6tun

byggoamynstursins strax i upphafi, t.d.
begar

Ing6lfif Amarson valdi ser sta6 til hisetu.

St@mtu 6hrifavaldax um m6tun bygg6ar i

fslandi eru ndthiLru0flin og heitit ftrsti hluti

ritsini bvi Ntittirsn: Hid m4tondi all.

futi6 skiptisr i fimm hluta sem neftrdir eru

,,bekur" til a6 undirstrika sj6lfste6i leina.

Bdk tvd neltist Fytstu skreft byggdarmatun

og er eins og peini fyni etlad ad

utskira bau ldgm6l sem eru almennt ai

verki f bygg6am6tun, jafnframt fvi sem

bygg6arm6tun e islandi, ft6 ffstu skrcfim

landndmsins, er litskird fni hefobundnum

fra6um um hvemig t.d. natturuitfl,
landshettir

og f6lagslegir pettir m6ta byggoina.

I>ridja b6kin, og s lengsla,
SkipulagsPr6un

beja og sveda, llsir si6an hvemig

hinir jmsu pdttbjliskjamar t6ku a6

myndast

og hvemig bygg6 6 jmsum sve6un

landsins lr6adist.

Eegar kemur ner nritimanum fara a6

ver6a til l,lsar a6 fmsum landskerfum og

1



fiallar fi6rda bdN l>rdun kzda d landsvis4 og byggdimar sdu vel m6ta6ar er

un had. Fpttttalrrilegu kerlin eru kerfi forsenda pess ad vel takist til um ad bta

samgangn4 en mikil fr6un hefiI lika or6i6 hj66inni sem best brlsetuskilyrdi i landinu

ifmissi 6etlanager6 dlandsvisq t.d. i framti6inni.

bygg6a.i.edanir, dedanir um sj6lfbera Me6 riti hessu gerir Traustivalsson 6llum

br6tm og ramma'ieetlun um orkun)'tingu' Er 
sem dhuga hafa kleift a6 fa g66a yfirsin

bessum aetlunum og hugsanlegum um skipulagssiigu islands og far me6

6hrifum feina 6 !r6un bisetu { landinu 
br6un byggoar h6r ii landi.

list.
B6kin er giturlega efnismikil og fulI af

Fimmta og sidasto bik ritsins; briahir 
fa6oleik. Hafi Trausti mikla bi,kk l,,rir bao

seinni tima,lfsir nijum 
lrekvirki a6 koma fessari ftabseru b6k 6

hugmyndahreringum
prent.

vi5 aldam6tin 2000 og hvernig fer

eru a6 lei6a til all mikilla breltinga 6 fvi

hvemig sterstu b@irnir og bygg6asve6in i

landinu eru a6 !r6ast.

B6lrn Skputag byggdar d islandi gefur

bvi yfirlit um sdgulega br6un
bygg6arinnar,

en jaftrframt kynnir htn trir lesandanum

hin fre6ilegu tdk skipulagsfredinnar

og hva6 lad er sem einkum m6tar bygg6.

Oll titkum vi6 6 einn e6a annan h6tt b6tt i

m6tun ftamti6adnnar og almenn |ekking

i landinu 6 mikilvegi less a6

bygg6amynstri6

@
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Agrtst H.Bjarnason: Ritddmur, Mbl. 4. jan 2003:25

Skipulag byggdar 6 Islandi - Fri landnimi til
lidandi stundar
Hiifundur: Trausti Valsson, 480 bls. Hisk6lattg6fan, Reykjavik 2002

ba6 er ekki llti6 i fang f&rzt aO taka saman yfirlit yfir skipulag byggdar d islandi allar gtitur

fte landndmi til li6andi stundar. Fram til bessa hefln almenningur ekki ritt greidan aigang aO

uppljsingum um skipulag og framvindu bygg6ar h6i 6 landi og m6 bvi segia, a6 h6r sd um
brautrydjendaverk a6 reda. Vissulega hefil marg veri6 ritad um sdgu bygg6ar og imsar
greinagerdir samdar um !a6 efui, en !a6 hefur ekki veri6 sett ftam 6jafn heildste6an hitt
66ur og i fte6ilegu samhengi.

A6 hluta til er b6k lessi i ett vi6 kennslubzekur, pvi a6 htn lallar 6 margan h6tt um adfer6ir
skipulagsfre6innar. A6 ii6rum predi er hrin sagnfre6irit, lvi ad rakin er saga bygg6apr6unar i
landinu, en einnig er skyggn ftam e viA.

B6kin skiptist i fimm meginkafla. i hinum fyrsta er rett um landi6 og n6thiruna sem hi6
m6tandi afl. D6 er tallai um hin forstu skef i bygg6arm6tun og gerd geir ryrir
grundvallaratridum, sem bar re6a. i bd6ja meginkafl4 sem er sfnu lengstur, er fari6
ntikvemlega f skipulagslr6un beja og 6byggdra sveda. i !6rda kafla er !r6un kerfa ri

landsvisu ger6 itarleg skil og i fimmta og si6asta meginkafla er liti6 til lengi tima og si6ari

tima brdun ger6 ai umtalsefni.

B6kin er geipilega efnismikil og dtnilega vi6a komi6 vi6. Sambri6 lands og ff66ar er hdfundi

hugleikin og hann bregdur upp mdrgum myndum af, hvemig n6tturan hefur haft Afuif 6

busetu. En ba6 er fleira sem kemur til, bvi a6 atvinnuh&ttir, samg6ngur og fdlagsleg atri6i

hafa ekki si6ur haft 6hrii D6 leggur hdfundur mikio upp ur mati 6 std6u og mtiguleikum

bettbilis og strjii,lbilis vegna allrar peinar umbyltingar, sem er aO verda i allri ger6

fi 60felagsins.

Hdfrurdur ferir margvisleg riik flrir pvi, hvemig skipulag getur nitzt sem verkf@ri til bess ad

hnna rit og greina hva6 er aO gerast f busetubr6un. A grundvelli slikrar greiningar megi si6an

breg6ast vi6 ri skynsaman hdtt og skapa nj tekifaeri. Dvi mi6ur hei.n vi6a margt fari6 i
handarskolum i skipulagsmrilum eins og vida er rdttilega bent 6.

Ekki er 6sennilegt, a6 fmsir hafi sitthvai a6 athuga vi6 fmsar sta6hefingar, sem fram koma i
bessu mikla riti. Hiifundur er 6hrEddur

vi6 a6 segja skodun sina og hann bendir 6 ftilmdrg atri6i, sem sennilegt er, a6 f&stir hafi

hugleitt; bvi verour bessi b6k 6n efa

veigamikill umree6ugrundvollur i niinni framti6. I'a6 er lauk€tt hj6 hiifundi, a6 lvi fer fani,
a6 Reykjavik geti kallazt vistvenn ber. Stundum sinist b6 sem of mikillar einliildunar geti i



urnfOllun og ofvi6tekar rityktanir sdu dregnar afeinstdkum atbur6um. M6 benda 6, a6

heildarldldi bfla ri aftn0rku6u sve6i, til dernis i einum dal, segir nesta liti6 um

buskaparsdguna, bvi a6 bflin voru ekki i bygg6 e sama tima. De ver6ur a6 geta bess, a6

hlutfatl 6 milli nautgripa og sau6fi6r var allt anna6 6 Srri dldum heldur en si6ar vard og

afiak$ur beitilanda breyttist mjdg til hins verra 6 skommum tima. Allt ha6i betta 6hif 6

bisetu landsmanna. Sums stadar er notkun hugtaka liing, eins og ekki fi ger6ur grcinarmunur

6 trj6r@kt og sk6gr@kt.

Einnig saknar ma6ur !ess, a6 ekti skuli meira falla6 um proun skipulagsm6la me6 tilliti til
njbflaliiggjafarinnar (RauOku) e6a sagt

fr6 dformum Nibyggingarri6s, medal annars um a0 reisa 100 btisund manna be i
Hiifdakaupstad. Frii bessum iirum munu vera til margar sk:irslur og greinager6ir um vidamikla

uppbyggingu 6 landsbygg6inni, og kanski hafa sumar veri6 l6tnar hverfa. Me6al annars samdi

einn manna, sem ldt miki6 til sin tak4 riti6 rlHvemig byggia skal landi6<.

B6k bessi er i st6ru brcti me6 mdrgum myndum, uppdrdttum og konurn. Myndir er pvi mi6ur

mjttg litlar og surnar 6sk;irar, siimu sdgu er a6 segia um sum kortanna a6 erfitt er a6 lesa 6

hau. Nokkrir hniikar eru i texta, sem au6velt hefbi veri6 ad lagfera.

Ad lokum skal fa6 6retta6, aO hdr er hnisilegt rit ri fer6, sem mikil vinna hefi! veri6 1696 i,
og mun vafalaust teljast til grundvallarita i bessum fredum, legar fram li6a stundir.

H6tundur 6lofskilio i,T ir framtak sitt.
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Sigridur Kristidnsd6ttir

Hvernig 6 a6 bfa 6 islandi?

Eins og nafnid bendir til er Skipulag byggdar d islandi. Frd landndmi til lidandi
stundar yfirlitsrit fyrir bedi leika og i*ia, ,- skipulagsm{l 6 islandi og fcst
vi6 samspil manns og lands allt frd upphafl landnrims til 

",iti-"ns. i rauninni
er bgtlnollgfl9lar kennslubok i bvi hvernig a 

"d 
bu i f€s;u bt-essada tandi

oK[ar. Irausti talsson er pr6fessor i skiDuE;sTr;Xi-;8fi;:f,^[- i;;--:T;-

.9 P*'y'1 ug.@,=l;";;ft ,';k'ffi
halt og munu hatda tf3* !0_h4 aU11|ljts.1p{4gsmdlrt isla'nd; -

Sbguleg ndlgun

Trausti sko6ar pr6un bfsetuformsins ut frri pvi hvar madurinn hefur valid ad
bfa d pessu hardbfla landi. Landid var numid 6 seinni hfri" l. 

"iJr. "g 
til *,

vel skrddar heimildir um komu landndmsmanna og hva. og i,,r...rig'p"i. u,rla,
$ b!q@'reiB-e1 uppha-&pgl&urle\q114lsr;fu . s, ie!_l€13u_!q9,1r,_"q
lesa landid og velja s6r b0stad rit frrt pvi par sem best hentaJ-tyAfar ianUytt-
inga,rinnar breyttist samfilagid n{nast 6 einni n6ttu. Menn misstu hefireikann
til a0 lesa landid og ofurdhersla var6 ad med battri teekni geti madurinn sigr_
ad ndttfruna. Dvi midur hafa ordi6 nokkur alvarleg slyr"p"g"r f6lk byggir {
landsvadum sem ekki eru til pess fallin. i b6k sinnii,ill'frauiti benaa tesend_
orn,l 

l*d:yn pess ad pekkja og kunna ad lesa landid 66ur en pad er brotid
ulfulvggd.

hver fjallar um tiltekid vidfangsefni.
island

er jardfredilega ungt land og innri %EGfifiniltdilgt " n pess.
Fvi er br/nt ad pekkja m6tunar<iflin iem hafa skapad landi6 til ad skilja betur

Trausti Valsson: Skipulag byggdar d lslandi. _ Frd land.ndmi til lidandi stundar.
Hdsk6la(tgefan 2002.



megrnernkennr pess og landslagsins sem verro er aO yinna meo og aO pau hala
6hrif 6 pr6un bygg6arinnar. bekking 6 ndtturunni er ein af grunnforsendun-
um vi6 vinnslu ii skipulaei ii okkar timum.

AnfrarTqtl UOta.inna. slrir 
"6 

Uyggbarmftfi;i framhaldi af peim ramma
sem ndttfrufarslegar forsendur skapa byggdarmynstrinu redir Trausti dhrif
annarra Fdtta. Hir fjallar hann um fmis mynstur og kerfi og veltir upp spurn-
ingum um hvort og pd hvernig pau hafi haft 6hrif 6 pr6un byggdar 6 islandi.
Umfjdllun hans er vidtek og h6r skulu einungis nefnd nokkur afpeim atridum
sem hann flallar um: verslunarmynstur, valdakerfi, tniarkerfi, samgdngu-
mynstur, ftgerdarmynstur, menntakerfi, og loks veltir hann fyrir s6r erlendum
6hrifum.

I upphafi er fjallad um
6lik brisetuform og upphaf pdttbylismyndunar i Islandi. Skipulagsstigin eru
kynnt til siigunnar. Fd, kemur langur og greinarg6dur kafli um s<igulega pr6un
Reykjavikur. Upphafi borgarinnar vexti, dhrifap6ttum og stodunni i dag er
lfst i mrlli og myndum, auk fjdlda korta, skipulagsuppdr6tta og skyringar-
mynda. Fd eru einnig tekin dami af <idrum bejum, til dtemis Isafirdi. Fessum
hluta liikur ri umfjOllun um svedisskipulag og tekin eru demi vi6svegar ad af
landinu.

Raddir eru pett-
ir sem purfa ad liggja vi6 skipulagningu landsins og uppbyggingu sam
fdlagsins alls. F6 fjallar hann um atridi eins og njtingu n6ttiruaudlinda, sjiilf
bera pr6un og ferdamennsku sem oft tekur yfir st6r svrdi og liggur pvert i
mOrk sveitarfdlaga. Loks veltir Trausti fyrir sdr hvort ekki sd kominn grund-
v6llur til a6 vinna ad s€rstriku skipulagi fyrir i mdlefni hvert um

timanum breytist samfelagi6, einnig lifsstillinn og 6herslurnar i skipulagsmdl-
um. Rett er um helstu hugmyndahraringar vid aldam6t, ny'jar dherslur og
miiguleika nfrrar pekkingar og takniframfara.

I b6kinni er fiitldi uppdretta og 1250 myndir, ordalisti og skipulagsmanntal.
Einspg Tlaustisqgu-stdlg.rJCCqg11g114-E\1,.ti :LDq.]E*W

fredirit. En bad er mikid brekvirki ad skrifa svona bok os ekki dllum eefi6.
l1i^{f".xSGu1r

g@g:l9qg-.14"9-h{9l{Si!t. Af hverju er pa6 eins og pa6 er? Farf pad ad vera
pannig? Geti pad ef til vill veri6 allt ddru visi en pad er? Og hvernig er pri best
ad pad se? Bokin er bv-i E6d oe.naudsJlrleg lesning fyrir alla sem vilja sqlia sig
inn-i slpulggslgril 4 lsla-Ddi. Lhelt-4 sekia grundvallarhek\!-4g!-og hgn
opnar augu lesandans fyrir bvi hve vidtakt og 1id$-.ngl.r"l_ckipg-i"gG6Gvffiair"rd"r h,r, trttA,i"a nii upply'star 6kvard-
anir um m6tun byggdar ii Islandi i framtidinni. Vandad skipulag er grunnur-
inn ad heilbrigdu og lifandi samfilagi.

Fi6rdi hluti b6karinnar fjallar um p19q9f,91fui

si6asta hlutanum er fiallad um br6un a seinni timum os i framtidinni)



Formali
Umnedur um bysedabr6ufl os bysqdamrl hafa
lensst af tekid mi6 al beim drsuflanda, sem vi6
hetur ve.id aO fes( hvelu sinni. Iraman af 20.
dldimi !ar.eruzl \id "d haldz bygSAinni
6bryl1n ad mesru me6 narffun osum ur opin-
beium sj6dum fil aMnnuuppbygsingar pa6 var
ekli Ft'fr en , sida$a eratug aldaril@r, sem
horfid qr lii pe.!a \rehr Jd 'eru.e8u le),Il
enda tullreynt ad hnn skila6j ekki vanniegum

Utid en lisandi dami um betia nA sia, pegar

8engrd er tii Hpsrerr vi{l Henqrrrldd rJokL.
toraum frr i AAaNft. Pegar byggoin :i bessum
J6dum "n, ivdk ad ven,i.l - pb. FgJr heims-
styidldinni si6ari var ad litka var b.ug6i6 6 Fa6
r,16 "d relnr "d r^ggiJ l.i\'- ; fe*u { "ed, 

m r
meo bvi aO heia vegalagningu milli Hesler-mr og
Adah'1kur. ry.rir ofan Hesre_vri ma sj, leifa. al
uppbySSdun vegaspotta- sem b€ir rdku hdndum
\amn um Jd afla t"r r.l d l,"-ln8um. pc,r HJnnr
balvrld,marr.on og ci8 dur Bjar.Jsol ft; ! 8ur
heft 4'rir bessa vidleilni lagdist bygg6in at

[in me&n;rf,da b b\i.d hrldd \rr l"{ I
vonl"-sa bySgdistefnu rraruSum ,nxn var k-or
d*-mJJnpuni. \em 8erd, fr^ ad vc am ad
Iandsbyss6m hafdi meiri ahrif e Albinsi os bar
med a rdruel,n8. - Jlmrna sotsum !n Pen
brliA e su6vesturhorninu. Til ro.ks um bera m
dr5ln bingkortunSan-, rjnnr lo{-. p" lek}, tram-
soknadlokku.inn 24.9olo geiddm adraeda og 19

binSmem, Albiouilokkurinn 19% arkvEda og 8
binSne1n .d \jalr.rrd..flokkufinn al,3ao ,1.
kvrdr ql .- brnsn en- Pe.,i wldJnlJdol. ;
Albingi hafa brelrz. smetr 08 smem i ukt vjd
hreylu. rd"6nda ping:O 08 .rr -nmj allul]{"rnr-
hrld "nn n1fi hjtssidi . h.i h. , bo,-nf,d,
kj6serda i mesta b€r6!'linu hafi sundum veriA
rd bre,ra HBd"n Dre\lingar herlu I(,n r,l .lJ,0.-
a$ands a mili betibilis og dreilbflis.

i 20. oldinni va. unni6 airek vid a6 br-ssja
.pp nnrim, biodtel4t a l.iand. l-"d gle)rFr ofl
rd hpnJ qr l.!f,d bpd ir,m )ft mrd,r oorna.
b6tt henni f€lli stridsa,66i i skaur i nokkur e.. pad

er ekki Err en efti, 1960, ad islendingar fam aa
,irt leruleg" ur turn-m. srnr v"rd c"msonsl
b\lln8 , i\lanJr a rousru o.d. p"d er urr.p8
hvad gen var e beim arum i uppbygginSu vega,
hafna og flu8valla. vegir hafa haft gitudeg ehrif,
p6un byggAar i landinu os ekki baru e einn vea.
I eina ti6 var sa8t ad valnsfdll lEm bniud I1 ab
f6lk greti flutl i budu Nri stu6la vegir med vamn-
legu slitlasi og iardgong a6 bvi ad bygg6ir sem
voru , fallanda frn sj, fEm a bldmatima e ni.

A sidustu 50 ,rum hetur dofna6 yrrr bygsdum
BorSartjardaa dregia hefu. ft bfskap eda hann
lagdur al b6tt bnid hafl ve.i6 afrum I io.6unun.
IlralrardarSonSin eru auglj6sleSa ad hafa bau
6hrif ad Borgarfldrdur MiEr og Snsfellsnes eiga
s€.8l8st aEmti6. F6lki6 fl)rur til baka o8 eis.lr

hEkka i verdi. sdmu b6un na sja e lrborgaF
svf,d,n- l,i, .em onusr henbi,i er ad vedJ rir.

pad er athyglisvert a6 sia, hvad nijar mennta
stofnanir hafa haft mikil ahnf a bessa framvindu.
Menntaskoirr a i.afirdr og rg,l*rodum holdu
somu nrsljtaahrif a bi6un beirra byss6arlaga og
hrsk6lar hafa nri. Ekki e. um bad dcilt ad
uppbygSlng Hask6lans e A{ure}ri hetur nft rikan
bett i ad srlia vi6 byggdabr6un a Eyjatarda$e6,
inu. I Boraadirdi hafa weir heskdar n Btfrirsr oa
Hvannelri besar haft smndvallarrhff a br6un
byggda. ba..

Habr6uA tdlwEkni oSiaskptabylring mLrn
hafi mikil ahrif e br6un bygg6ar , islandi , nastu
nffugum. Btsetan skip& ekki jafn miklu meli og
Jdur og le d r bl t'e.r io hlutr lolk lerl,, meira ur Lr
b6ftbilinu fri beim qndamrlum, sem bvi fyigia.
Reynslan af flutninSi opinbem srolnana lit e hnde
byggdina lohr 966u.

Med bessu riti hefui TEusIi valsson iagr grund
voll ad bvi ad vi6 islendingar odlumst meiri ,.lir,
sin f'r hau ,r.ilefni. sem var6a b.6un bysstnr e
lsiandi ()8 skipulag hennai par upplrsingar, sem
h€r hata veri6 d.egnar samn og hdtundur fjalla.
um fr, morsum si6narhornum eiga ad geE okkur
kleift ad bi6tast rit ri. beim degursi6narmi6u.,,
.em 1".9, hJtu cinle^nr umrfdur um b€.n
arundvallarmrl.

Med pvi ad bygsia umEdur og akvardanir a
y,fir.i. ekdi )ln nokkk r?rugr - heldur tEi
upphali islands bySgdar ril bessa dags eigum vid
Jd haia b.idi l|n rJkr sLynsamle8n ixv"drntr
byggdar a dtripsl€dri bekkinsu.

Bygg6abrdun og skipulassm.it landsins allr eru
ekki lengur mAbj'hi fnrn s€rfr*dinaa. Him al,
menni bo8a.i hetur ,n adganS a6 Ollum stjmu
upplisinsum og beir m.a. vesm pessa rirs. pess

vesna er n'i ad skapazt arundvollur fyrir bvi ad vid
br6um ekki bara byssdim eftir uppbysgilegri Ieid
um heldur lfta lidrdid.

Ad br*u \rkJr hotunour be.<Jmr hokr- a bl,
373 c. hann seai.:"Peirri forirdishy8gu, sem nAr
hetur i bj66l6la8inu vilia nenn nn fara brelra i ar!
til lioredis t.d. inna. skipulagsfradinMr pess

veSm munu skipula8sferlar lmmtidarinnar s&ja
ugl meira einkemast al bvi, aA beir verdi serdir
grgn.Eir 08 op_ r Ane,dingn er ,I i^ horsar!-
li6redi6 mun aukasr sem og adsengi drDennings

"6 alh akv,-dan,'oku um morJn rah'e is \inr.
Heiztu einkenni svona skipuLassvinnu erui ad

lqnna vpidur .llrr ck,pulr8.hu8m, nd. +mr .i
undirbriningssrigumi ad f6lkr s6u sindir \"lkosrir
og ad f6lki sE jafnvcl le)-ft ad hta i li6si elir sir a

herm r Losninsum edJ ic.nhvers konrr .ko6"nJ

Undir be&a vidhorl skal leki6

K6pavoSi 25. N6vember 2002
Stymn Gunna6son
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Hrafn flrigur
Mynd Hrafns Gunnlaugssonar,

Reykjovik i iidru ljffi, sem

tukissj6nvarpi6 sjndi ad kv6ldi 30.

Desember sl. var athyglisver6 og timaber i

meira lagi.

bennan nestsidasta dag

20. aldarinnar setti myndsk6ld ftam

hugsin sina um Reykjavik sem fullvaxta

borg 6 njrri iild. Dad var vi6

hefi ad Reykjavik menningarborg

2000 st,.rkti gel6 myndarinnar.

Reykjavik er komung borg. HriLn

6x ur grasi 6 6ldinni sem lei6. Um

aldam6tin 19 hundrud bjuggu nokkur

lrisund manns i kvosinni milli hafuar og

tjamar og i sldk*unum upp af leknum sem

rann bar 6 milli.

Vid aldam6tir 2000 dreifist rumlega

100 busund manna bygg6 langlei6ina upp

aO Ulfarsfelli og Elli6avatni i austri og er

ad vaxa saman vi6 n6gramasveitarfdliigin

!,rir nor6an og sunnan borgina.

Alls bua ri hdfu6borgarsve6inu

um 170 Ptsund manns 6 landflemi sem

vidast i E\T6pu

nagir undir borgir me6 hrilfa

millj6n ibua og far yfir.

Menn med st6ra dr&umr

Flmti mikli arkitekt bj66arinnar

og kannski enn sii merkasli, Gudi'n

Sam elsson, s€tli fram

draumslfn sina um haborg

mennta og menningar

d Sk6lavdr6uholtinu

5 lribja 6ratugnum.

.€th ma ad teikningar

Gu6j6ns hafi ri sinn hritt

orka6.jafn sterkt og

ft amursrefu ulega 6 bejarbua

og mynd Hrafus rir. Biidir flugu h6tt.

Milli pessara weggja atbur6a

hefin liti6 fari6

Srir liumlegum og vel

ttf@rdum hugsj6num

lrir hiind hdfu6borgarinnar

i skipulagsmrilum ef fr6 er talinn

hfut.lx bdrdar Ben Sveinssonar

myndlistarmanns og stakra a*itekta.

I,6r6u Ben h61t siningu 6

Kjarvalsstd6um hausti6 1981 og setti

fram snjallar hugmyndir um njja

mi6borgarbygg6 i Vatnsmirinni

frrir allt hdfu6borgarsvedi6 me6

vegtengingum og bniLrn yfir ri

K6pavogstrina og Alftanesi6.

Hltgrnyndir Amar Si gurds sonar

arkitekts sem kymtar eru i heftinu

Nesi6, br6un til vesturs, ganga i

svipai,a att. Tta sti Valsson, ukilekl

og skipulagsfredingur, hefirr skifa6

bekumar Reyki avik-Vaxtarbroddur
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N!9"EJ? n,i!t,t gH*
er einnig hdfundur od tillagum um

nijsn Reykj oyikutllugvdll d Ldnguskerjum.

Hugmyndir Trausta voru

[tfardar me6 mjOg rihrifamiklum

hatti i mpd Hrafns.

Innlegg { iigurstund

Kvikmyrd Hra{hs GuIu augssorEt

kemur ftam 6 dgu$tund begar

Reykjavik stendur 6 sterstu

timam6tum i skipulagsm6lum

fr5 lokum si6ari heimsstyd aldar.

HemAmi Breta rylgdi

fi ugvdllur f Vatnsmjrinni

sem std0va6i vttxt borgarinnar

i su6ur og klaufbygg6ina.

Flrir dyrum stendur a6 bj66a

borgaxbrium og d6rum landsmdnnum

ad segia dlit sitt ti

stadsetningu valldrihs i kashingu

og s kodanakbnnunum.

Timamotin i skipulagsmalum

falla saman vid alda- og

fubtsundam6t, tima ihuguni.

ar um framti6ina samfara

endurmad e forti0inni. Hmfn hefur

gefi6 landsmdnnum margl um ao

hugsa. Mynd hans er tigrardi fiamrioarslin.

Hun er uppgjdr vi6 aratuga rithverfa- og

dreilbjlisstefiru borgaryf rvalda. Hrin er

uppfirll af skemmtilegum og djiirfum

hugnyndum til kss fttllnum a6 ge6a

dau6 sva6i njju lifi. Og hin lEnnir

LAnguskcr ftrir alrkenniagi sern

66ur hafdi ekki vitneskju um

hversu vi6eftumiki6 landflemi bau

eru 5samt grynningum, Illlilega

raunhef undirsta6a lnir njjan

innanlandsflugvdll.

Me6 fl utningi Reykjavikurflugvallar

ur Vatnsmlfrinni leysist dirm€tasta

landsve6i 6 6llu ht fu6borgarsve6inu

ur le6ingi og bjr i

haginn fyrh liamti6a.atui.nuvegi

okkar ri svi6i pekkingari6naoar, hat@kni

og peningavidskipta.

Hrafn Gunnlaugsson 6 lof skili6 flrir
listflug sitt yfir Reykjavik ri dgurstund

i lifi borgarinnar.

St e i nunn Jbhahke s&ittir

ffi
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Skipulagsfredingur vellir fyrir sir
hvort Rqtkjavik sd borgz

Eins og samansafn
litilla hverfa

,,bad er hegt ad hugsa sdr jmsa

melikvarda 6 fa6 hversu mikil

borg er borg. Eitt er hversu

dreifbjl hriLn er, !a6 er a6 segia

ldttleiki ri flatareiningu, og fri
er Reykjavik medal allra dreifbjlustu

borga Evr6pu, ndnast

eins og samansah litilla hverfa

e6a beja sem ekki enn eru fullvaxin

sarnan," segir TrausIi

Za,ls.ror, skipulagsfl-e6ingui,

sem lengi hefil rannsaka6 og

fialla6 um skipulag Reykjavikur.

,,Annar melikvar6i vani

hvort a6 i viSkomandi borg v@ru

til virkilega b6tt mi6borgarsv@6i.

Dar hdfum vi6 allgoft

svE6i i Kvosimi og a6 mdrgu

le),ti mjdg skemmtilegt.

Adalgallinn er sd a6 lessi svokalladi

mibber er ekki i mi6ju

hdfu6borgarsve6isins

heldur i einum

afttjt 6rum bess mjdg vestarlega

6 nesinu."

Dri hefiu lega mi6bejarins

neikve6 rihrif vegna less

hversu takmdrku6 ibri6asve6in i
nagrenni hans eru.

Trausti segir a6 eftir ad ungt

f6lk og eldra f6lk

sem var bii6 ad koma biimunum

upp, sjrdi fvi aftur rihuga aO hiLa

i mi6benum hafi ver6i6 roki6

upp rir iillu valdi. ,,Fa6 mri segja

a6 !a6 seu odin fondttindi

mjog riks f6lks a6 bta i g66u

htsne6i einhvers staoar ruil@gt

gamla mi6benum,"

Harm bendir hins vegar A dlldgur

stj6mmdlaflokkanna

um ldttingu bygg6ar,

uppryllingar og eyjabyggo, sem

vi6brdg6 vid vandanum.

,,Dad er legar kominn vilji hj6 politfsku

flokkunum til a6 meta 6skum

unga f6lksins sem vonar ad betta

ver6i ekki bara forrdttindasve6i

riks f61ks, eins og Skilagiitu-

reiturinn er."

Trausti tiltekur lika ai vegna

less hversu dreil6 Reykjavik er

sd stftetisvagnakerfia mjiig

strj6lt. Almenningssam gtingur

geti gert miki6 i a6 gera borg a6

borg og bad takist

almenningssamgiingukerfi nu

i Reykjavik ekki.

@7
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ffi*reffi#rilIIE
gefna 0t af H6skota0tg6funni (2002|

p6ttbili vex isifellu en somuleidis fjolgar byggingum
dn samhengis vid umhverfid. t_otorO trtritimJsieti_
unnar um ad auka ge6i borgarskipulaga med
hagredingu og endurteknum lausnum reyndust
hrein mistok. i stad pess ad bla til fastheidnar reqlur
eda leita afmarkana, fer samf6lag nOtimans fram I
skip_ulag sem er sveigjanlegt og opid. Skipulags_
fredin verdur ad verkfari sem vid nytum okkrir tit
pess ad o6last betra umhverfi, ekki adeins til pess
ad uppfylla parfir heldur lika fyrir andlega velliOan,

Virk umreda um 6hrif umhver-fisins er pvi mjog drid-
andi. Bok Trausta Valssonar Skipulao bvoodai a is_
tandi. Fr6 tan dn dmi ti i ti6andi stildaiTbtlii.T=",nykominffiniinq i;t"etund
From The Setlement to present innefi;dlormm
eftir Sir Peter Hall, metir pessari p6rf. HOn er mikil_
vegur lidur i pvi ad opna augu folks fyrir pvi ad
byggingar standa ekki einar i umhverfinu, heldur f6
ahrit tra og hafa dhrif 6 Fad sem i kringum per er.
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Agrist H. Bjarnason:

istenzkt vetk am
s kip ulagsfredi d ens k u :
PLANNING IN ICELAI\ID _

FROM SETTLEMENT

TO PRESENT TIMES

FYRIR rumu 6ri gaf Trausti Valsson

ntbdki\a Skpulzg byggdar d islandi

-fni landnimi til lidandi stundat

Ira6 verk var ad sinu leyti

brautry6jendastarf, lvi ad frtt e6a

ekkert hafbi 66ur veri6 tekid saman

um skipulagsfedi 6 islandi. Nt hetur

httfundur r66izt i bad ad gefa

verki6 lit 6 enskri tungu, enda er hdr

islenzkt $undvallanit, sem en efa

vekur forvitni erlendra fre6imanna-

Enskri ttg4tu hefiu litillega veri6

breltt, sums sta6ar hefi[ texti veri6

sqttur og 66ru b@tt i, til demis

njrri vitneskju um framvindu virkjana

i mi6hritendinu. Skipt hefur veri6

um ddiiar myndir e6a b@r teknar [t.
A6 ddru leyti er rylgt ftumftg6tu.

B6kinni er sem 66ur skipt i fimm

meginkafla. i hinum fyrsta er r@tt

um landio og n6ttfLruna sem hi6 m6tandi

afl. Dri er fallaa um Snstu
skrcfin i bygg6arm6tun og ger6

grein f1,rir meginatri6um, sem lar
r66a. i bridja kafl4 sem er lengstur,

er falla6 um pr6un skipulags beja

og 6bygg6ra sve6a. i fi6r6a kalla er

fdun kerfa 6 landsvisu ger6 skil og i
fimmta og si6asta meginkafla er liti6

til lengri tima og sidari tima framvinda

ger6 ad umtalsefni.

i umfidllun um b6kina 6 sinum

tfma (Mbl.4.ian. 2003) var nokkrum

ribendingum komi6 6 framferi, en

fa6 ver6ur ekki endurteki6 h€r. A

hinn b6ginn m6 benda 6, aO ftdsaign

og umtiillun er vi6a mjilg einskor6ub

vi6 imlenda atbur6i, sem ftlendingar

eiga eftil vill erfitt med a6

skilja til hlitar. Sums staoar hef6i

veri6 tull bt rf A aO rekja Aasi,gn i
stelra samielgi en h6r er gefi.

Letri6 d ensku ftgdfurui er ivio

smena en 6 hinni islenzku, svo a6

ekki hefill furft a6 hnika til kortum

og m),ndum, nema litillega 6 stdku

sta6. Ekl(i getur s6" sem hdr heldur d

penna, lagt d6m 6 bi6ingun4 en hun

vir6ist ger6 af nosturssemi.

Me6 b6k pessari er lagdur gmnnur

a6 lvi a6 kynna islenzk skipulagsfte6i

6 erlendum vettvangi. Hr.iLn er

til sannindamerkis um fa6, ad islenzk

fi@6irit eiga sum hver erindi

it tTir landsteinana eldti si6ur en

skeldverk. I,aO er nesta vist. a6

margir erlendir skipulagsfraedingar

geta s6tt i hana b@6i sdgulegan og

fradilegan fi66leik, sem peir hafa

ekki haft adgang a6 66ur. Ensk r.itg6fa

markar bvi Akve6in og Anegiuleg

timam6t.

@
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Samantekt 6
revistarfinu i b6k
Trausti Valsson hefur teki6 saman

Yeglegt rft um sdgu skipulags
d Islandi fri landn6mi til okkar
daga. Hann segir margt gott hafa
veri6 gert en deilir 6 ferkanta6a
hugsun Islendinga og ofurtrrina d
bilinn.
SKIPULAGSMAL,,Da6 m6 ad sumu

le),ti segia a6 betta s6 samantekt 6

@vistarfi minu," s€gir Trausti

Valsson um b6k sina Skipulag

bygg6ar 6 islandi- Fti landnimi

til lioandi stundar. Trausti lauk

n6mi afskipulagslinu TU i Berlin

6ri6 1972 og doktorsn{mi i
umhverfisskipulagi vi6 UC Berkeley

1987. Haon fekk h lutad6sentsstd6u

vid Hi 1988 og var skipadur

fyrsti pr6fessor i skipulagsii@di

vi6 Hi 6ri6 2000. .,6g hefkennt

skipulagsfredi vi6 H6sk6la islands

i l4 6r, haldid prisundir ryrirlestra

um pessi milefni og safna6

saman miklu afmyndefrri og

itorum gttgnum. D6 hef6g skrifad

niu a6rar bekur um skipulagsm6l

og fidlda greina. Margt afPessu

er 6adgengilegt og alls ekld allt 6

sama sta6 bannig a6 69 st66

frammi fj/rir bvl a6 l{ta hetta

liggia i mdppu e6a taka saman

myndarlegt heildanit."

Trausti rekur skipulagssiigu

landsins allt 1i6 landn6mi. ,,Eg

6kva6 a6 draga .ammann vitt til

a6 fe g66a yfirsin og ba6 er

skemmtilegt a6 sko6a hvemig

bygg6in m6tast fri f),rstu ti6.

Bygg6armynstrin blaja a6 myndast

snemma og mdrg halda n6nast

alltaf velli og bessi sagnlie6ilegi

bakgrunnur gerir ok*ur fvi kleift

a6 skilja samtimann betur."

,.Nor6unilfirmenn hafa vissa

tilhneigingu tila6 ve.a svollti6

ferkanta6ir. Vi6 sjium betta hdr, i

Svi[66 og i Noregi. tithverfakjamar

og steinste)?ukumbaldar

eru ekki miki6 |rir auga6,6likt

bvi sem vi6 h6fum se6 , fer6al6gum

okkar um italiu og Sp{n, Par

sem betta er miklu Mfa.ikara og

reynt aA gefa hisum sel. Vi6

hdfum visi a6 lessu i gamla mi6banum."

Trausti deilir ri jmsar heilagar

kYr i bokinni og gagnrynir me6al

annars mikilv@gi bilsins i borgarskipulaginu.

,,Dad er varla hegt

a6 lifa lengur 6n bilsins og billausir,

unglingar og aldra6ir, eru i

sl@mri st66u. Dad er svolitid

shitid ad felagshyggiufl okkar

skuli ekki vekja athygli 6 bessu

far sem hdr er i mun um felagslegan

harmleik a6 re6a."

t hor ar i nn@ft e t t a b I adi d. i s
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,,skipulag byggdar 6 islandi"
gejin fu d ensku

Bbkijl ,, Plahhing in lcelqnd - Frcm the

settlement to prcsent tines" er biling oE

endusdgn Traustavalssonar e b6k hans

Skipulag byggdar d islandi - Frd landntirhi

til lidandi stundar. Sir Peter Hall skifa6i

formrilann a6 ensku ritgrifunni.

Um er ad r@6a fyEta yfirlitsrit yfu hi6

mamgerda umhr,erfi d fslandi. Ritinu er

skrpi

i fimm hluta e6a ,,b@kur" til aO undirstrika

sdrstddu beirra. B6k 1 taliar um nafturuna

sem hi6 m6tandi afl i br6un bygg6arinnar.

B6k 2 nefnist Fyrstu skefi bygg6am6tun,

og itskirir bau liigm6l sem eru ad verki i

byggdam6tun. B6k 3 er lengsr. og ljallar

um Skipulagsbr6un baja og sve6a. B6k 4

lysir si6an bdun kerfa e landsvisu og loks

fallar b6k 5 um !r6un a seinni timum. Irar

er hugrryndahreringum vid

upphaf 21. aldar ljst

og hvemig ler hafa rihrif ri hvemig sterstu

beimir og byggdasve6in f landinu br6ast. i

b6kinni eru ldlmargar myndir og
uppdr@ttir.

Traustivalsson lauk n6mi af skipulagslinu

A*itektadeildar TU i Berlin 1972. Srarfa6i

sidan i nim sex Ar vi6 br6unarstofnun

Reykjavikurborgar, m.a. vi6 Grenu

byltinguna

og ger6 a6alskipulags fi,,rir

Ulfarsfellssv&6i6.

Stundadi do[rorsndm i umhverfisskipulagi

vi6 UC Berkeley og lauk profi

1987. Fekk hlutastarfsem d6sent vi6

verkfiedideild

Hdsk6la islands 1988 og var

skipa6ur pr6fessor vi6 sama sk6la riri6
2000.

Trausti hefur skrifao mikinn {tilda

$eina um arkitekhh og skipulag og er

betta tfunda b6k hans. Hann hefiI hloti6

verdlaun i miirgum samkeppnum og

margskonar a6rar vi6urkenningar.
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Pr6un bygg6ar og samf6lags
Yfirqripsmikla 09 fjdlfra6ilega fr6sdgn er ad finna ib6k lrausta Valssonar um islenska samf6lagspr0un.

-sktoulae beNbn.l lelnndi - hi lrndo;ni
r/.1!!!!L:!gtg!.' nerodili ult um m6r.

um umh\rdi, og ldgo skipulaSs h6, ;
landi cfin Trausla Vallson, a ilell og
skipulagsf rntinS. Hisk6hnl8iilao 8if hik-
ina tlsl rlr irib 2m2 en ribnn kom hun nr

I ensku irisibar meb fomllla efin Sir lbr-
er Uall. B6lan er ab m%ircfniyrirlirsd
um ei*enni umhv€.ii! e Llandi lxr *m
leiraaer allr ril upflhahins rilaa nii kam
skilnin8i; hvi hvaha ldgmalvo.u ab !e.ti
via m6lun bySSaamynslursins alll frii upp-
h.,i he" a0 taliD ci ao menn hnli i6I b0.

Nartirruirflin eta.stu
6hri{6valdarni,
Thusti qih .rb o{tliruiiflin s6u (it.slu
6hriiavaldn,nir um mrirun by&{aar ii i3-

landioS n.fnisl ryr.li hluli velksans -Nirr-
,lnn - hi,) nfilrndi a,l. " Rilib skiplarl i
fimm hlulil sem hirf,rnd!. ki,5 aa nttnr

"b.E*r,r ril ab undiGtrika sjilislrti hvcr-
nr boirn fyrr ri8. 86k Nii mlnist "ryalt,
sk cl i byltsbaim6tun %c' eins oB Deiri

t'tu edaA ab dlski.a biu li,ltll)il se.n

voru almcn aa wd(i i bySsaamdtuninoi.
i Pibiu lxikin i .)8 Fen,i bn8stu, "sl('po'
/as'pdu, bdia ()8 sv$.- lisir rraBti bvi

hwtri8 Fetrbiliskia.na' land5in5 h6tu&
usr oB pr6uau{ i irnnna rii, rftlb rilhi ril
nl(irufar. (a mannlifs. Hann r.Ti. ab

bo8nr n:El drcaur nAimanum lariab
verba til virar ab imlum lan&lertu og
um hau fjrlla. haon r lj6rbu lxtL sem

hann ncinn, 
"P.dun 

t(ffi, .i ,rndsv,:su". f
fimmtu og ,iaurlu bdkinni liolli,Tausri
um lr; prdun er orbiS heiur i 5einnirimn.
Hnnn lisir einnig ni,um hu8nryodahrer
in8um viD.ld.m6rin 2000 og hvemia

|)er eru .d leii. ril allmikilla brc)linga i
bvi hremi8 staEtu b*imn oB by88dd-

rviEbio i landiou qu ab h6asr.

Oveniul.gr.lrek
5i' Perer Hall {e. lofiamlqun\.i)! un)

lxikin. , fom;h .n!ko ntgiiunnnr. Hron
sqlirTraus{a m.i. h.rf.r onni0 .ilenju lcnl
aftuk i lviDi irrir. Hann h.rti tk.ifrb },fn-
,t.ipsNiklr oB iiitlfr.r{ile8i IriiijBn ni
skipuliBieins nl rftjum tvr6pu illl fd
upphnia ril drgsins idi8.
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14 desember2002 ln nlendar f.6ttir 1564 016 t mynd

Borgarkynsl6din vill nj6ta borgarinnar
Trrusli yrlssor g.fur ft b6krm stiput18 byggd.r t ist.ndi

TrausliValsson me6 b6k sina um skiputag by9g6ar6

'BYGGDAMALIN pufa ad vera almenningseign og pvi skrifadi 69 bessa b6k til a6 f6tk hef6i adsano aO naudsvnteoum
upplysingum 6 einum sta6," segir Trausti Valsson, pr6fessor i skipulagsfredi vi6 Heskdla Islands, um b6k sin; -
Skipulag byggdar 5...
"BYGGOAMALIN Purta a6 vera ahenningseign og pvi skrifa0 eg pessa b6k tit ad t6tk hefdi aOqanq aO nauosvnle{um uDDtVsinoum e
einum stad." segir Trauslivalsson, protussor i skipulagsfra6i vi6 Hisk6la lshnds. um b6k sintski;uhg uygg'6ar 5 lstaridiia ta'nana;irit
lidandislundar. sem Haskotautgafan hefur gefi6 it.
B6kin er taplega 500 blaosiour lsl6ru broti, en Ihennieru margar myndir, kort og t6llur, heimildaskra, ati6isor6askra og ndfn manna og
sb6a ryrir utran upplisingar um marga skiputagsmenn og yftsaiskitgreinangar. "6tta er st6. og margbett Mr., 

""Irl 
eg rii a "". y,irtiir;

bygg6abr6unina, sem og almennt uppflettirit um hana," aegir Trausli.

I inngangi kemurtram a6 vi6fangsefni b6karinnar s€ a6 skapa sem dipstan skrlning a skipulagi byggoar e Istandi. Trauslisegir a6 dregin
hafi v-eri6 upp 96d mynd af naflrtrulegu umhveri a Isbndi I re6u og riti og st bekki;g s6 ;dge;gii,*-en F6tt upptisingar um
byggoaumhvefi haf barsl t-d. i aoalskipulagsrilum se mjog editt aO n6lgast per- betta se sa-mt fiaa-umtrvern fir leniitrtar tandsins eyoi
mest]mtima sinum.

'begar lala6.er um Geldinganesi6-e6a bruarhugmyndir€6a vegtenginger inni i Etti6aarvogi hafa stakar hugmyndar birsl iAoatskiputagi
Reykjavikur I langan lima. en lil a6 gela afia6 sig 6 m6linu birti 69 dll aoalskipulagskort R;ykjavikur og Dannig mA rekja sig afru; iti;ann.
Upphaflega 6ii Geldinganesro tildamis a0 vera idna6arsveoi m€6 oliuhreinsunarsto6 ogiimtvemiitiput;ginu 1965 jii nanast alt
sva6i0 nor6an Grafarvogs ad vera a6nada6va6i.

Gamla Dj66f6lagshugmyndin bygg6ist 5 pungaidna6iog st6rskipahornurh i miori Reykjavik. bvlvarfari6 uppi heioamar me6
ibtoarbygg6ina, en iskipulaginu 1948 var aill norourslrond Reykjavikur lekin undr idn;6 si6an hefur vedb horfao me6 i6na6 6 morgum
sve6um eins og lildamis e Skilaglitusv€dinu og Borgartllnssva6inu. Effirsem e6ur er nordurstrond Revkiavtkur dnit fvrir bobailifid d
reyndar $idurslrtindin a6 meslu llka pvi hin loka6isl afflugvellinum i slri6inu, Oskjuhtt6in er sl6d naflnruv;mdarsveOiog svo eibaO -
kirkjugarourinn sem kemur iveg fyrir proun byggdar6 pessu sva6i- Eflir stendur abeins /€gisadan me6 byggo sem nitur-bess a6'v;ra vio
strond I Reykjavik, en reyndar hefur bryggjuhvertid i Graturvogi, Hamra- og Sta6arhverfi6, bast vi6.

Eg er h6r komann inn 6 vidkvernt svi6 en I b6kinnilegg eg mat a umhverfi6 og rokstyo matmitt, p6fl adrir gelihafl a6rar sko6anir.,,

Breytt umhverli

Fyrir um premur 6rum skrifaoi Trausti b6kina Borg og natlUra og par tiundadihann mikilv@gr strandarinnar sem er honum enn mjog
hugleikrn,.en i bvi sambandi.segir hann mikilvagl€6 fug-volluri;n fari I burtu. "1974 setiedfram hugmynd um flugvd inn , Ldng'u;ie4um
en llugvorunnn barf a6 JEra I budu pvi bad yrditilbess a0 styrkja mi6borgina geysilega miiio og opria iudurstroniine og svE6i5 afra; inn
meo tossvogrnum petta er st6rkostlegt sveo.
Delar Reykiavik byda6i a6 byggjast voru ibtdarhtsin ryr$ og fremst geymslu- e6a hvildarstadir par sem menn komu airFreyttir fre vinnu 6
kvoldin lila6 na_ser fydr nasta vannudag, en n0 villnija borgartynsl6ain nj6ta borgarinnarog st;ndarinnar. Hrin vi lifa;di 6oQarumhve;
einsog pekkisl.r gamla benum og fristundabyltingin tengist bessu. F6lkvilla0 boain s5 hluiiaf alp.oyingartifssmnum nija og;nga f6tki6
leggurekkimikid upp ur risastorum gOroum e6a miktu ttsini.

Sinin hetu_r mikio bre_y$ fIe F,/i f6lk oti 6 landi burfri st66ugt ad vera a6 skima efrir kim og hestum fni heimili sinu og vitdi svo afram geta
horft vel yfrr efrir e6 til borgarinnar var komi6.,, segir Trausti Vatsson.

@1
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Ni ver6launaflokkur kemur til alta a alhendinBu Menningarverdlauna DV a fimmtudagirtn: fr@6i. H6r
ad ne6an eru birtar rilq.ftrinsar til verdlaunanna i bessum nfia flokki og elsta verdlaunaflokknum, b6k-
menntun. AlhendinfMerulinEan erdlauna DV verdur 6 fmmtudag i l6n6 kl. 17 og verour ttvarpa6 fra
athdfninni d lblstddtllli.
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SKTPULAG SJUKnAHUSA
oG DR0U BoRGARSKtPULAGS

Guodn Bryndir xanrddlrir laul s.5(. I lmhE ir. 09 brggirq.ruetlraoi li6 HarLoln |rl.ndr 2004, i0nh6nmn lra
lontkolanum i H.fn..riroi 1993 09 e. ijukrali6i rrl tjritr.lioast6ln |tl.ndr I988. Hrn ttunda. nu M.sc.-.im i

verkfrFol vj6 Hl. Guaa.ln &yndir v.r.onooamaoul Tnurl. V.hron prOf.rlo'' vid enrlu otgatun 6 bokhni
skipolas by996d 3 lrl.ndi lPlinning in keland).

Ir.urn Valgson er .rhtekr fr{ Ee ln 09 rtipuligdr..Olngu fri Be*cl.y.M(6h I l(.lllolnlu- Hinn i.d.. r.m
prdf"reo, vlO v.rlfraoid.ll.l HrrtOL lrl.ndr. Hann .l Mrundu,iOld. gr.inr 09 bdt..Tv., bdk.^n.,8o,9 09

nat0ra 09 slripulag bygqoar i hl.ndi h.r. elflnlg komio Ui e €nrto.

H.19. 8ra9ad6uir, PhD hiur,ln.rftieolngur, er d6r€rt hrii hjottun rlraol&lld Hart6L l.l.dd.
og Pdon.rrogj.n undtplr.l..

Helgi p6l hg.en er PhO. I lr.mlelotluledum I stonqu ,16 Ndrk r.tnlharl6linum I lrlndhalml og MS.. i v .. oo
ionaoirr€rklraoi t,d Hrikola khndr rl.bi i& er dole vlo wrkft-oi- og nAuuruvlsindarvio H,!t61. l{.ndi. Haftn .r

lorst60om.0ur MPM nah! !€m er lliSur. mis!e!. meli.r.nrm i 
'/etlef6.rliomun. 

Einnig er h.nn i foEv.d ,yrk
nlmlb,.utld. Vertef..rrjornu. 09 l€lotog.Fl llu. vio todormennlucEro{nun Hl. Helgi D6, heru .bioaleg. 6nm

lem ',/crt.rnarrjo 
(C€.tili.d s€nlor Proied M.nager).

Thle .niclo comg.rer brh( lavoulr erru(tu,e! ol qr,e! ard hotpil.lt. h e.rls ltfiPr bolh w€re hqhly lnr.gral€d .nd
o,q.i,(. wr h i;i iftrusrn., 

' 
e;',udfitf,FoliEii,.ilidfr.'ffip., .o.ns , "rrt and 

'omewh.t 
6ts .' (om

pr me.lalle.rlon ln holpn.li. One of r he .onrequ.n4€r of lhir deelopm€ni w.t t dtaeft ln.rE te ln n l{ic.

Around rh€ rurn ol th. (emurydly pl.n6en lorlked rhrt plan.ing n€.d€d to tum.g.h ba.l to th. eallL{ inregt.llon
pan!,n,nol only ro rcduae t.f,k. bur.lio lomtelhedry mo.. organk.Conr.mporary ho5Pnd Pbnning musl le.rn lrom
city planning .nd p.trs.nt ot inrcalatlon rhould be rlinrrodo(d lnto ho6ptl.l Pl.nning,

Lykilor6: lmrgorslipri rs, slil-tu rlilsk+,rid5, k'tfis,rayn$l t,
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Comments on the book: 
,

111D', -.$:U^
Trausti Yalsson is an academic vho is oot aftaid ro be

controlersial. ln his nN- book he dgues that global
vaming can be good fo! rou if you happen to live
in the oorrhern qtremities of the giobe, which are

destined to become the n$'c€ntre of hu6an civilizr-
tioo. Doubdess, corning just after the UKs Sterd

reporr, this conclusion \,iil be fi€rcd-r atr"cked. But
ir is " u,eful(orectrve ro mrch of tl'e (Jrrent wil-
,ng oo lhe rop c. qhrch failq sufficiendr to lpprec.are
rhar local geognptnes are going to mattcr

Ba.tbx Pd!t'elnr of Pbll"i,tg dd B'se tatia", UA

Valssons no book is at the same time prorokiog aid
reftchi.g b€olse it comteractr dE proziling discow
\rewing &e dimate changes foremost as a disass and

in(rc;d nooduce! a hi.onc-geographlcJ pcspecriE in
the distussion foorsi.g on possibilitie sen from a hgh

NDdj. Ce"te fot S?atiat Derek?ne,tl

Fev nsues of intemational concern hare attncted
gr.atei attef,tion io \'els thafl rI€ likelr irnpacts of
global dinure change ln hj. larst boo\. Prore.sor
Valsson offers a nev. md a dring pespectirc on the

climate change debat€, higuighting opponunities &at
ma) come about in the 1'\onhem regrofls as a rcsu.lt of
global Mrming x,}n€ some of his obsenedofls are

likel, to prol'oke .ontroveGt Valsson chalenges us to
r,hnl a6erh md ro get baond the gloom! predicrion.
and srielance-mongerins'har frequentJr character;e
ongoiig debates orEr global cLim2re chmge.

Anbasalat oJ Icebd aad Cbaitwaa,
.t,"ior Ad. ofrcbk oJ tbe Annc Cootcit 2002-2004

It giv€s m€ great pleasure to say a fN vords on
Professor Trausti valssotr's present $,ork. More $an
20 yeds 2go I and a couple of like mhded collabo-
raren .rated ro Ur ro ger lcelandrc aufionries nleF
ested in Arctic sea routes, in paticdu $e Nonhern
S€a Route. This .as based on the cotrviction that
Iceland due to its geognphical location could play a
role io the foteseeable dqclopment towdds increased

Arctic shipping. The immilent dselopment vas due

to rapid technicat pog!€ss jn r€mote seosing, ship-

bunding and inforrotiofl technolog\'2s vel e!€r
morc thorough scientific unde.standiog of Pro.€sses
i! nonhern ocean areas Our €ffoits were to a l2rge

exrait in iain, bur a diff€renr politicul sceoario in the

lodd since rhe frl of Smiet 2s $€I as the interna-
donal issue of global Mrming has, hovevet oPened

the qcs of Icelandic authorides.

Professor Valssofl; vefl know h in Iceland fot his

books, anicles and intervievs on vhere tuture trods
vill lead the Icelandic society. ln this lrork, his back-

gound as an e 'iroflrnenral planne! has made him
qualiEed ro drawing reasonablc conclusions-fiom vir-
ious scientific deta relevant to the issues. In tus ncw

book Valssofl extends his smdies to what a warmet
global dimate may mean for Iceland, ard the ..dh-
ern tegions of the globe in general. On€ of the most
dramatic consequences is the retreating of ihe Polar

It should be rcmarked upon here, that the media

flequend! pubtizise &eonc. thar 5uggesi rhat tururc
changes ia the Gulf Stre.m System vi]I le2d to the

cooiing of northe.n regions, iD partiuclrr around
Iceland. It shouid be scessed that this h on the one
hand " h'pthesis orJy andon$eotherh,ndp,,inr
ed at the suggested cooling would only last a limiied
time i! a trorld of gen€ral global wtmios
Professor valsson's book is a ground breaking work
shich is likell to be of great use.

Head, ]'Idi"e Mehonkgi d"d 5.d lft,
I d k di. M e h a la togb d t Ofte, R0 4j a t ik

Id his latest book P.ofessor Valssorl takes a "plamers
look" ,r r globe raced ualh dim,rc change. Lll. man
condusioo ,s that w-hile southem regions ma] suffer
from re.e changes. rhe A-ctic md sub-ArcEc region\
sitl benefir overal due to increas€d biologicat Produc
tiofl, influx of south€rn species and new development
oppormoities. Hence d,ese regions wiX become a

magnet for human migation od usitniofl. This is

certzintl a fr.sh p€rsp€ctive which wil be much dis-

€usscd and debatcd in Arctic cnclcs and elsewhere.

Head af Inforndna, DeParr e,tt

lcehndi ltttit,k a.f Ndt'tdl Hirrat\
Menbet d rtu ACLA Atietrl"en, Lttwhan Tczn
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