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The term, and the profession ofladrape architemlre are, even to this day, mnundcrsrood in the restern

world. Therc may be a better word in other cultures. Bur this is what Trrusti Valsson wrires about; thc

esscntial interconnection betwcen land and people leading o a healthy, hrppy rnd safe envnonment for

living in a rime of economic aad technologiol change. His historical revicw recognnes earlicr periods

when there *as a doser relationship baween man and nature, first by necesiry, and in the 17th and 18th

centuries, for aesrhetic rasons as in the conceps ofrhe Italian villa and rhe English landscape garden.

Such wholenes, all bc it aristocraric in origin, is embraccd by Valsson. He advocatcs n x a rheoredol

model for archirecture, ciry and cnvironmental planning as opposed to the current science based

specidisetion, which he sees as the source ofurban problems in Reykjavlk, and in citics around the world.

Using his homeland, Iceland, and hometown, Reykjavik, Valson leads us o a method for integration

of Iandscape and rccial tunctions to create a fine Civitas. He is oitical of rhe 19rh cenruriet emphaiis

on separate disciplines but optimistic about rhe changes which have occured during the lasr halfofthe

20th century a movcmcnt ofwhich hc *zs a pan ar a student at Bcrkelcy during $e 1980t.

I welcome this insighfil work which reflecrs *rirundal changes of many young pmple, bur sadly not

then cldcG, thmughoui the globe; an wholistic world viry. The science of aology and new phlsic s

central ro his philosophy. 'Iiandated into the arena ofurban desiga and environmental planning it gives

r nry vim into a bener tuture for our hones ad cides ud the lm&crpe on whicfi we depend for

nunurc and aesrhedc pleasurc.

Some ter years ago, I wrore e new prcface to the second edition ofmy "Introduction to Landrcape

Archnecturc' which I had altcrcd considerably. If I were to do tne sme today, I would include much

ofwhat Valson wrires ard recommcnds in his billjanr text, and change mine accordingly.

Michacl taurie

Prof€ssor Emeritus

Iaadscape Architecture and

Environmend Plenning

Uniwrsity of Califomia at Berkeley
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City and nature - An integrated whole -
Review

The isrm, and ihe prcE3s'on of l.ndscap€ srctileclu@ a.e, ewn lo rhis day,

misundeElood in the wesiem vrorld. Therc may be a betE, wod in olher

cultures. Bui lhis is what r6usli vaisson wriies abouti the ess€ntial

inrerc.onecrion belrea land and p€ople leading lo a heallt'y happy and sale

envircntnern for living in a lirne of @mmic and technological ciange. His

histori.al lev!e!, .Ecognises eadier pefods whon theE ms a clo*r
El.rionship belEen man and natwE, frEt by neesily, and in lhe lTlh and

i8th centude3, io, aeslhelic E.sons 6s an lhe concepts oi lhe llalian villa and

the English land@p€ garden. Such wholen€6s, all be ( adsloc.atic in o.igin, is

embraced by Valsson. He advocales il as a theorstical model for ardlnectul€,

city aN enfionnl€ilat plEnning as opPos€d lo r,e aJnenl scjene brsed

specjalisalion which he e€es as the source of lrban pmbledts in Revkjavik,

a.d in .iti* ,round ihe world.

Uling his homelahd, lceland, and homelotm, Reykjavik, Valsson leads us to a

merhod ior integralion of landscape and sosal tunclions lo deale 3 fne

civitas. He is cnlielol lhe 19th entury'3 emphasis on 8€paEle disciplines bul

optimirtic aboul ttp changes which hsc ocdu€d dudng the lsst halt ol the

2oih enlury, a mocment of which be was a part as a sludenl al Bedeley

duing the 1980's.

I welcoin€ this insighttul work, wlic'l lefrects altitudinal changes ol harry

young p€ople, but sadly noi lheir eldeB, througiolt the globcl an wholislic

wotu vi€w The scGnce of ecoloov and new phvsics B centr-al io his

philosoph'y. Transl6ted inlo he arena ol ulb.n deegn .nd onvironmer al

planning il gives a new vi* inlo a better Mum for our homes and cities and

lhe landscape on which 
'/,/e 

depend for nurtuE and ae3lhelic pleasuE.

Or. Trausii Vslsson, pmftsso. ol planning al tlE Uni\,€Brtv of lceltnd. is an

adilect and planrer, educated in B€din .nd Berkelev. He is the author of

seven books and recipiert of severdl awads
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Many cities today are engaged in restoring their connections to nature - along

waterfronts, riverfronts, and in a few cases to their rural surroundings. This book

advocates the familiar view that city and nature should be designed as one Faced

with rapidly changing economies, technologies and social characteristics, cities

today experience groMh patterns that are different, or at least more dramatic than

in prior times. At once, most cities are growing rapidly outward while also

experiencing signiflcant changes in how older areas are used. New technologies

are rapidly shifting the patterns and scale of industry as well as housing' leaving

city planners seeking both appropriate visions and effective tools.

Trausti Valsson has been a student and scholar of such changes, and in his new

book City and Nature, he defines them in the backdrop of cultural biases,

economic expediency and poor decision-making by authorities. Valsson finds that

cities have become detached from nature due to the tendency of western cultures

to separate the world into polar opposites - in this case into cities isolated from

nature. He proposes instead a theory of wholeness based on a conceptual,

formalist strategy for creating areas of transition and integration of the components

of city and nature along the edges. Under his theory, waterfronts and rural edges



can become more valuable to the community if properly designed with more

diffuse, transitional edges that create a continuum between city and nature.

Valsson's theories are set against a brief history and analysis of city planning and

development in his home town, Reykjavik, lceland. As a city that was once wholly

dependent on nature for its existence, and set within one of the harsher climates

on the planet, Reykjavik has followed the course of most cities, steadily filling its

waterfront with industry and removing connections of the urban area from its

natural surroundings. Valsson applies his theory of integration to a variety of

suggested planning initiatives for Reykjavik, illustrating how his holistic thinking

should be applied to reclaim the water's edge for people and neighborhoods.

City and Nature ts essentially a manifesto for the redirection of planning in

Reykjavik which puts more emphasis on balanced land use, removal of industry,

and greater contact with nature. Valsson argues for a pattern of city form, which is

both generic and specillc as applied to the landscape of Reykjavik. By developing

city form on a theory of "integrated wholes", he demonstrates how urban/natural

edges can be diversified and integrated through a gradation of patterns based in

the underlying character of the land.

This is the strength of Valsson's vision - his insistence that urban patterns be

subrogated to landscape patterns. His theories fall short however by failing to

demonstrate just what urban patterns are critical to the character of community.

Valsson believes that the education of children and other social conditions will

improve as a result of his theory, but fails to define what characteristics other than

landscape are essentialto making healthy communities such as demographic mix,

economic forces, education, the role of urban design and so on.

To students of city-making this book is a valuable addition for its investigation into

a unique city. Reykjavik has been subject to extremely slow groMh as compared

to most cities, and as a test bed it reflects cause and effect relationships between

nature, economics and politics in a simplified context The rate of change may

have been slow, but the signiflcance of harm to the landscape is striking and

obvious when one understands the beauty and fragility of the original, natural

conditions. lt is no wonder that Valsson is so passionate and forceful in his

criticism of the past and call for change, for any thinking lcelander should be upset

by the loss of "connectedness" to this unique place.

Valsson writes in a direct style, lapsing between theory and blunt attacks on the

status quo. He is however regrettably quick to adapt the very "binary" thinking that

he opposes. He is more quick to judge than he is to explicate the forces that cause

urban change, which are rooted in the deep complexities of the social and



economic context of every place. Perhaps it is the slow pace and simplicity of
change in lceland that allows Valsson to divide the urban world into god and evil,

the very binary analysis that he condemns.

ln spite of these criticisms, Clty and Nalure remains a stimulating exploration into

one of the world's more isolated western cultures and how a city is shaped in this
context. When read through this mindset, we see the core issue of lcelandic
culture and landscape - the interaction of a highly educated, intellectual,

independent yet collective culture on the patterns of human settlement. Perhaps

Valsson's next effort will go deeper to uncover lhe issues of cultural values and
processes that have made Reykjavik unique because of this clash of culture and

land.
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lmpressionistic on city and nature

H6lhf rraur Bjarnad6ttir

In the book City.nd Natur€ An
Inte8.er€d Vhok, rhc aurhor Di
T.alsti Valsson, examin.s rhe inr..
play betw€en rhe man-made and
,atu.al envio@€nq in panidlar
the wa7 in which the narural.nvi
ronment shap* the smcrur. of
toms and citi.r md the €xtenr ro
which n,tu6l factoK ar€ considered
in the dsisn of u.ban .nvironh€trts.

Th. inreradion of cily and natu-
r., and rhc way in which asp.cis of
,aturc.an b€ includ.d in urban
livins, hev€ b... amons the anrol
conc.ms oI urban dcsign.6, archit cts
and tom plann.6 sincc rh€ lite 19rh
c€ntua Urbao r.fome6, {atrd wirh
.h. problm ofhow to allcviai. the
appallins livi,s conditions of rh. poor
in rhe indur[ial .irics, d.sigr.d .iries
and urbatr .rc8 ehcrc rlc b.ncfits of
rural living could bc inres.at.d inro
the quoridicn- Well known cxamplcs
oI rhe work of th. urban uropians ca,
b. found in thc g.rd.n citics inrrodu-
c€d by Eben€zc Howard in 1898, and
rhc ideas of fic ncishbourhood unns
lher d€vclopcd in rh. Unit€d Siat.s
during the 192G.In th€ posr-war cra
th. sea..h for narurc in citi6 was
m.niftrtcd in rhe anri-u.ban r.ends of
subu.banization in many Eu.op.an

Thn Emd h- Mtinu.d in a ditr@r
f(rm duins lhc L6t dMdc of thc 20dr
6n!y, whft 6vircm6r.l aw.lttB
he ban p6frin@! as has th. noiim of
s$t itubl€ dorlopooi L taft of
u*an stl1,!tuE, dis t6d €n h. applied
to th. .dbimr of ubar a@, oplxxi
tio lo u*qn s?@1, d th€ p@otio
of ub& livin8 dd dtu urtd srde

IE.udD $pFsition ir tur in m6t
W6lch otics' fic clcmts of natur havc
bcn alknaed, ins 6ci@t attdltim ha
tlErcfor hen g,m to thc mrcaaion of
narure, ddomy dd siat isu.s, cd-
tins in mmotonm urbdr .nvill)lllmrs
tha( a€ lllGpo6ire ro hil,M ncds.
The author rhercfoE FmoB a holiltL'
apprcad ro ubd, dndoFnmr, *tm
bodr uba ed Etuqlmvircnnds ft
.qu.ly h6l,tred in @tiltt dE s,ltol.

'Ilk bmks d@.ctiel ba$ is d€rived
6om dE audn6 d,@y of ntEgBrior,
dftlotdd in his doaq,l d!6ir o
M€$od of Int eand in D6ietr sd

Th. chpnicalcont xr of thc book
is rhe d.vclopm.nt of lel ds capiral,
Reykiavft. Tht aurhor studies the
smcrur. ed u.ban .lcm€nrs or rhc
city and rhc int€rconn€dion krwee,
the ecodomic and sci.talchanges in
Iel d in th€ eady 20rh ccntury and
th€ rural €xodus to rhc capiial.

Thc book was pubhhcd by thc
Icel.ndic Univ€Bity Pres in 2000 witl
thc hclp of a sranr rrom R€ykiavikr
Cultu.c City Commiti.e, in conjEcti-
on with Rcykiavits stata as on€ or
Euopes nine cities of olrure for y.ar
2000.

Th. book consnrs ofthe. main
s..tions- In rhc 6Ei s.crion, Man and
his Methods, rh€ author reflccrs upon
th€ rclationship b.Mecn ciry and naru-
rc. Th. author iuustratcs ho* paint€E
and wri.s throush thc c.ntuics havc
portra'€d ima8es of nat!.c in rhis <on-
tcxt, hidl,shrhs thc movc ftom yalu
in8 naturc p.imarily in esourcc bead
cconomic rems, ro rhat of intrinsic
.Brh€tic appr.ciation. Likewisc, d!.
imagr and tuncnon of th. ciry are
cxplor.d in r.lation to nalrE iB€ll

Thc nain conclusion of th. chapEr
is rhat dspne thc inclination towards
d€vclopins a polarted vicw of .ity and
d.iure, i srowins rccosnition has
.hc.sed of rhc imporrance of fic
oatural c noment, d alonswith ir
has.omc an incr€a*d awa..ncs of
the imponan c ofmainrainins a heal'
rhy bahnc. within citics bctwecn ihcs
natud dd rhc man mad..nviron-
nerts.ln order io achi.vc th. pa..c.a
of brldccd uban ar.as, th€ aurhor
.f,phasi*s rhc following urhrn desi8n
principLs, namely; rhc crearion of
whol.s, balere, int€radion, uriformi'
ty and how to handle the inrcd.ce b.r-

In thc ffond sccrion of rh. book
D. Valsson srvcs an ovcnicw of the
u.b.n dca€lopdmt of rh. cary of
R.ykirvil and €xamin s ns ddclop-
mc wirh rc*.rd to rhc inclusior of
nalural .lcmcnts i, its dcs,sn and
d€vclopm.nt. Th. Don.ayal of this
procss is dividcd inro rhrc€ disrinci
Friods, msins from th. arh 20rh
cntur, to the pr6cnr.

The 66i p..iod, or As. of
Inrqrerion ilhsratcs the srory of rhe
1i6r y6a6 of urbtuisarion, the move
[.om , pEdominmdy ru.al roci.ry
ro a! urban on.. alb.i on€ which
Dairraincd strory li.ls ro rhc su.
roundins arc.s and thus wirh i$

ru.ll hcntas., both socio ccononic,l'
ly and in the very 

"aru. of irs Bb2n

Thc seond F.iod, or Asc of
Ali.narion, symbolir.s dr pr@$ of
luronomous d.vclopm.nt, where urba-
dsario! rook pla@ without hecd rc irs
n.tur,l suroundi.ss. The rapid urban
ddelopmot in th. pct-war era, thc
€r.etion of rantport coridoB and th€
implcmcntadon of cenain lard-G
ddsions illusEared in Rcykjavik!
masto phn, Fv€rcd t.addonal links
with rh. citys imm.diat suroundinss
,!d wirh rh. rhditional dcmenis of
naiurc upon which ir ukd to rcly.

The rhi.d chapt.., or Agc of
Reconnccliq addr6$! rhe growins
rccognition of thc inporrance of rh.
envnonmdr in rom plannins and

AaordinB to rhe aurhor a nouble
scictal.hdgc in valu.s and aftitude
towards rhc cuvironmcnr amons pro-
f.$ionals and laypeoplc is now ong-
oing, rcflcctcd in rhc inccasin* w.i*hr
pur on rh. posirive int ra.riof, wirh
mturc in rhc cv.ryd.y habitu. This
firdamcnral ch.lBc is illustrarcd wnh
ref€rcnce to th€ cffons rhai h,vc ben
madc to improv. thc suroudinss of
Re,*iavft, p..ti.llarly whcre tlle fdit-
tul intc.action of naturc and eban lifc
iD thc dsisn of nN arc.s has ben

Thc thnd ard finalsccrion of thc
book fooss on thc methods used ro
comeci urban ar€as ro diffccnr
aspecc of rhe cnvnonm.n!. Examples
ar€ giY.n of thc ways in which th.
ra.iou €lcmena ofnarure a.e efle.-
tcd in urban structurcs and rhc locad-
on of adiviiies dckm'ncd by land use

BOOKS



BOOKS
This is iuusirarcd i! ..lation io fou.

arch.typical .lcm.nrs, th. cirys r€lrti
on to watcr, rhc inr..play wirh ,arure
wnhin a"d adjaccnt to rh..iry, rhr
.ff.cts of seothcmal rqourccs on rh.
u.ban form, and rn "which h4 ft.
tunction of defining th€ cirys pli€ in
time and sp.@" (pagc 111).

L{amples follow f.om R.ykjavft
and iti environs, illstkting th. cotr-
ncction of rh. ciry to .diacdi areas,
rhc inr€rface wirh $. warcdront and
rhc inplicariors of, 6d opponunitid
affordcd by, dE sFcial naruml condi
tions i, Icland- Finally thc spccifiG o{
connccrins n.idbou.hoods and huil-
dinss ro opn spaes ,re dimsrd.

Ii thc book the aurhor d.pids a
vivid illusretion of Reykiaviks urban
fabric, how it has dolved oY€. tim.
and how hs intcr.onmcrion wirh !aru-

The eurhor choGcs e .omprchcnri-
vc approach i! his dal,sis, dcomps'
sin8 hoth rh. narural and hd mad€
asp€cB of the @viroDm.rr! and mek€s
ih. imponanr connation b.rwc.n
onsoing scial .nd €conomic chaisc
and irs implct upon thc natu.al cnvi-
ronmdt and th. lrb fom. The @n-
ncdion h.twc6 rh. dif{.rdt .l€henu
is handlcd cl.a.ly, .ddrc$ing thc
implicatioN of sDch do.lopmcnB to
asp.cts of €vc.y-day lif., .ff.di!.ly
illutr.r€d by €xamples ftom lc.land as

a ehole and fmm Rcykjavft, both it
r€xt and rhrouEh numerous illusr.at,-
ons, photographs af,d drawiflg that
mak€ rhc publimtion boih colou.tul
and acc.$iblc to a wide audic.(!.

Such aesthctic pl.asur€s ar€ to thc
forc in rhc third se.don of rh€ book,
wh.re th€ potcntial and limiradons of
Ielands naruml cnvnonmcrr for
urb ds€lopmor and desis. are pre-

Iaradoxiolly how.v.. whar is p.!
haps th€ strons*t poinr of this work
may n4erhc1.s tum out lo bc ns
Achilles h.€1. The auiho6 impresio'
nnri..nd rathd nodativr .pproa.h
to u.ban design providcs us with
numeroDs exampl€s of whar may be

considered to bc sood pracdcc in rhc
6eld, yet thek rccommcndatio,s a.c
prcdomiDantly ba*d on, and inrcrr.c-
t.d rhroud, rhe authoE pcEonal
vicws and caFri.nccs. As such ihc
non-narive readd (of the Enslish lane'
ua8. (anslarion) is prdcnt d with an
rdmnablc accout of urban develop-
ment in lcel,nd, hnt onc whieh is
bcrefl of an acce$iblc cont.xtual or
thcorcrical clemeni beyond iht authois
om P.6onal aesthdic.

Th€ books sr€aiest str€nsth is iis
accesibility, dd rhe auihoG talent for
@atins lucid picturcs is as admnabb
as itis enioyabl.. Th. conclusions are,

Eivetr r}lc cpnEmolo8i."l appro:ch
howcvcr, ncc€sarily F6onal, and

halc p€rhaps be€n rc..hed at th€
cxpdse of ilE publicarions own res.-
er.h signi6Lane. Pcrhaps a sreatcr us€
and appli.ation of thc uban d.ris!
lit€r.tur. w6uld h,e. enhenc.d ihk
aspecr of th. publi.ation, ihoud of
cour* this would hav. sigrificddy
chan8cd the maEcr and tonc of rhc
.€*t ielt. Thc b@k provides an o.isi
nal approach io th€ €xminarion of
ihe historical dw€lopm€ni of lel.nds
urban ..vnonmcnt, paricularly as n
p.nains to th. ongoi4 inte.r.larione
hip tErkcn rown and counrry

To coflclude, lhis tcxt providd an
imponant conributior !o lhe dis.us;
on on town plaf,dns and u.ban desigr
in lc€l,nd, and thus sisnificarllv adds
to th€ €xistirg lir.raru€ on ftis ropic.
Tlc book its.lf will surely b. rcd pro-
duftiv.ly by fios wortins profe$io-
nally with issNs rclatiDs to tom plan'
nins, urban d.sign, archiEcture and
landscap. archirc.turc. whikr in addi
tion it may sde ro awakirg inrer€st i,
thc toPic anons rhose who do nor
hav€ a profesional backsrouDd in
thc* ficlds. Forthis alone ir should h€

An lnt.lat.d Whol.
R€yli.Yik 2OOO: l..led unl*.rlty

RcEions ofthe aahic siit6 is

of Estonie. La$i,,,d

C ons
know abour thc smcral

trad.rs and othd businessm.n

eg

hodbook", but that k an.xisserari-
otr. No book conrairing upb date
statisti€l information, suflcys o( cuF
rent condirions soromic, politiol
and institutional c'n claim to b. rhc
lasr word. L two of rh.c. y.a6, a lor
of th. informarion and corscqucn y
m.n/ of the asdsmenB in rhis publi
carion will havc chanscd.d n will b.

"the d€finite handbook". whar i5
meant, ofcou6c, is "thc dcfinitivc

d.c.$ery to put out a nry cdirion.
suffi.c ir to say thar this is a ve.y

with inter.sB in the B.lti. States, you
cmnor afford io leav. hom. wirhour
this tim.ly a.d very thoroud su .y.

The bulk of the publi.arion consisc
of51 r€gional runcys ofthc 15
E$onian .omri€s (maakond), rhe 26
tlrvian dntrids {19 raions and d!€
s(€n li.lpilscras, i.c. big ciri€s) md
finally Lithuaniat l0 courti.s {apskn

f
t,

a

book indced, stuffed with

EuroFan resion.l afraas pur out by
rhe Europ.u Commission that arc
maricd by rhe antiquity of th6 6gurcs.

I;or once thc label i,dcp€nsahlc is
ri8ht. If rou are . burcaucrir, pla!n..,
rckarch.. or politician who flccds to

E5). E,ch surycy ir d.taihd and
,.ilEl,.,"d r,y , -,p,h"*,ns.h"
rc8'o, ih(,t' pt,c. rn the coutry.
The suryeys\qlso provi,r. dmogrrph,c

durins th€ 1 990s.\

numbcr and composition
pnks, gcner2lsonomicpus most othcr h,ndbooks

affats ro shdc, ccmin- fisures on tourhm d data on
ly oany of c publications on tional facihics and numb.r of s.udcnts

II
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N,istdrlegar hugmyndir
um skipulog

BORG OG NATTORA
eftir Trausta Valsson. 111 bls.
tjtgefandi er Hdsk6laUtgiifan

sruruucsuAL ueja og borga
hafa l6ngum veri6 deiluefiri, fvi a6
kr6fi]I, sem menn gera til bygg6ar,
eru margar og eri6 mismunandi. A
trstu ttldum b€ttbilis og lengi
ftameftir rd6 happa- og glappaa6fed
rikjum i skipulagi e6a skipulagsleysi.

Sm6m saman aukast afskipti
bejaryfirvalda af pessum mdlallokki,
unz allt skipulag er komi6 i
leirra hendur eins og reyndar mii
edlilegt telja. 6varlegt er a6 fullyrda
nokku6 um ba6, hvort menntunarskortur
hafi veri6 helai pr6ndur i
gdtu beirra manna. sem fengust vi6
a6 skipuleggla bei hdr 6 6rum 66ur.
Engu a6 si6ur le6ist s6 grunur ao
manni, ad vfdsjni feina hafi veri6
n@sta liti6 sem ekkert og verkid oft
veri6 unni6 eftir hendinni, jafnvel
undir stj6m ra6rfkra p6litikusa.

Flestir kunna eitt e6a fleiri demi
um hr6pleg heimskupiir.
Engum bl66um er um aO fletta, a6
sMpulag bygg6ar er me6 bidingarmestu
atridum hva6 var6ar lifog
heilsu leirr4 sem lar bria. Dad er

lvi bra6naudsynlegt, a6 vanda6 se
til beina hluta eins og kostur er.
Hitt er ekki si6ur miMlsvert, ad s€ttar
s6u fram 6likar sko6anir. svo a6
f6lk geti gert s€r $ein Srir hva6a
kostir eru i bo6i.

ibbk sinni - Borg og ndftird -
fallar hdfundurinn, Irausti Valssoa,
um htinnun beja og samspil feirra

vi6 vid6thr nritniLrunnar. Vi6a er
komi6 vi6 i pssari umfiillun, 6tal
demi eru nefnd og !6lmargar skirskotanir
i allar 6ttir.

Droun skipulagshugrnyrda
er rakir i sogulegu
lj6si og list hvemig tekizt er 6 um
61ik vi6horf. Einkum ver6ur hdfurdi
ti6rett um Sllingarkenninguna, fa6
er ldgm6li6 um gagzstyrkni eins og
hann or6ar !a6, en hann skrifa6i €inmitt
doktorsritger6 um hagnlitingu
6 Peini reglu 6 svi6i hiinnunar og
skipulags.

Andstatt ofan nefirdri kennisetningu
er,,a6fer6arfre6i sundurskur6arins",
sem hefil veri6 alls
nioandi um langan aldur. i beirri
hugmyndaft@oi er skorio ii 6ll
tengsl nattfru og bygg6ar, svo ad
samf€lagid hetur skipzt upp i sdrfr@6ileg
h6lf, svefth6lf, grent h6lf,
atvinnuhrilf o.s.fw.. 46 d6mi hi,tundar
er bessi ,,sundurskurOarlist" r6t
helztu meinsemda i nritimasamfdlagi.

Me6 b6k sinni vill hdfundur koma
a6 sj6narmidum sinum um hdnnun
og skipulag beja ri lri lund, ad
bygg6in verdi felld med edlilegi
h@tti en 66ur inn i n6tttruna og
hvergi myndist skiiry skil 6 milli einstaka
atri6a. Ja6rar einstak&
sve6a eiga a6 vera lifandi vettvangur
eigi si6ur en athafnasve6in sj6ll

Hvers vegna skyldi ibrii vi6 Skrilagittu
ekki geta itt fleyi sinu ur viir
far eins og b6ndi nor6ur A Skaga?
Er peim, sem bia i be, ekki
jatunaudsynlegr
a6 geta gengio 6n teljandi
erfi6leika 6 vit tuitturunnar til
less a6 anda a6 ser frisku lofti og

!eim, sem i strj6lbfli eru?
Sigilt d€mi um lei6 mistdk i

skipulagi Reykjavikur er me6h0ndlun
ii staodlengiunni. Svo md heita,
a6 hvergi sd natturuleg stttnd til
innan maxka Reykjavikur og adgengi
a6 skemmtilegri tdru er liti6
sem ekkert. Astae6an er einkum sri-

@



aO beir, sem re6u ferS i skipulagsm6lum

Str 5 6rum hdf6u engan
skilning 6 nrittirugildum hafs og
strandar. Mjdg erfitt er a6 beta Srir
mistdk lessi n[, !o a6
menn sdu allir afvilja
ge16ir.

Hi,fu ndur leggur talsveda
dherzlu 6 !a6 i
b6k sinni, a5 au6velda

f urfi almenningi a6gengi
a6 6bygg6um
sva6um og skipultig6um
ritivistarsvEdum.

i bvi efiii er tvennt a6 varast.
i &,Isla lagi, ad beir,
sem langa6 sekja,
kj6sa alls ekki allir ad
l6ta leida sig eftir
merktum stigum 6 of
skipuliig6um sve6um og
svo hitt, a6 mikil umfer6
jafnvel gangandi f6lks,
er flj6t a6 setja mark sitt 6 n6ttwun4
einkum gr66ur.

Einn af httfu6kostum
Reykjavikur er nri einmitt
s6 i samanbur6i vi6 margar erlendar
borgir, aO tiltdlulega stutt er a6 fara
[t i 6bygg6 svae6i og vi6lend, [ar
sem 6hrifa manns g&tir litt e6a ekkert.

ba6 er ekki n6g ad setja fram
gagnr'.ini, heldur ver6ur lika a6

benda 6 leidir til b6ta. Og lab gerir
hdfirndur svo sarurarleg4 lvi a6 i
sex si6ustu kdflum Mkarinnar reifar
hann hugmyndir sinar samkv@mt
eigin kennisetningu.
Vissulega er her a6eins um frumdrtig a6
re6a og sj6lfsagt larf aO ttf@ra einstdk
atrioi betur, en hiifu6markmi6i6 er
engu a6 si6ur lj6st.

Framti6a$in hitfirndar er nlfstrirleg
og margar hugmynda hans bess
vir6i a6 ler sdu ihugadar vandlega.

En elid ver6a futiilumennimir hdverir,
hegar eitthva6
ferskt og Aamandi er
birt. Sj6lfsagt m6
finna imsa vankalta

6 hugsmiS htifundar
vi6 vandlega athugun,
og allvida er djupt
teki6 i Arinni. Sem
demi mri nefua. a6

Iiklega verdur seint
siitt um a0 loka ryrir
Grafarvog og Fossvog
til fess a6 lar
myndist tjamir.

Trausti Valsson
hefir ri6ur sami6
Trausti nokkrar bekur um sem
vaki6 hafa eftirtekt.

Til lessarar b6kar fdkk hann styrk
og vann ad henni i sarnvinnu vi6 fdeinar
stofnanir. Allmargar myrdil
kort og teikningar eru i b6kinni,
Texti b6kar er yfirleitt skjr, en !6
hef6i a0 6sekju mdtt fara yfir hann
aftur, gera hann hnitmi6a0ri og
fekka prentvillum.

Da6 er eftil vill firllsterkt til orda
teki6, a6 ,,borgarskipulagi6 sd i
mitrgum tilfellum fiumorsiik hins
fdlagslega og andlega vanda samtimans",

P6 a6 Pad kunni a6 eiga h6r
einhverja siik 6, og a6 pvi ver6ur a6
huga meira en gert hefur verid.

Bbkin Borg og ruitt ra er skemmtilegit,
nlistarlegt en umiarn allt hugmyndarikt
og fr€6ilegt ftamlag til
skynsamlegrar umr&6u um skipulagsm6l.
Hrin er bvi kjorin til b€ss ad
vera gundv6llur ft6rrar umra6u.

ig st H. Bjarnason
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Iandslagsarkitektrir og hluwerk landslagsarkitekta hafa a-llt fram d pennan dag verid rang-

ollkud C Vesturl6ndum. Kannski er betri ord ad 6nna d iidrum menningarsvadum en pad er

letta sem Tiausti Valsson lallar um, samskipti lands og pj6dar, sem dllu skipta, og leidi af
sir heilbrigt, farselt og iiruggt mannlff d umbroutimum i vidskiptum og tzkni. Hann synir
I si;gulegu yfirliti dnu ad :i S,rri dmum voru samskipti manns og ndtniru nineri. Fyrst i stad

var pab afhreinni naudq'n en { 17. og 18. dld lCgu til bess fagurfiedilegar lstadur, eins og

I gerd ltalskra sveitasetra og enskra skaibgarda. Fessa heildarsln, sem i rrtur ad rckja til heldti
manna d fyrri tid, hefur nausti tileinlab sir. Hann heldur henni d loft og telur harra fredilegt
fordemi i arkitektrlr, borgar- og umhverfishdnnun andstztt ndverandi sCrhefingu f pessum

fredum sem hann telur r6tina ad lmsum meinum, bedi I Reykjarrk og I borgum um vida
veriild.

Trausti sy'nir okkur adferd til ad Ilitta saman forsendur landdags og pj6dfclagsgerdar og

btu fannig til goa borgarsamfClag og blggir lad d ettlandi sinu, Islandi, og heimabz,
Reykjavik. Hann gagnrlnir p:i tilhneigingu manna:i 19. ijld ab skilja ad einstaka puni en

litur fullur vonar til feirra $6dfdlagsbreninga sem urdu i sidari hluta 20. aldar en hann t6k
sjClfur prin i peirri breningaumredu $,rir 10-20 {rum :i sddentsarum sinum i Berkelcl

69 fagna pesari b6k sem er ritud af mikilli skarpskyggni. Htin slnir fram ri huga-
farsbrcpingu, I rin dl heildrennar heimssy'nar medal lmissa af yngri b,nsl6Ainni en bvi
mi6ur ehki medal hinnu eldri, I hugmyndafradi Tiausu skipa vistftedi og oy'jar edlis-

frrbikenningar 6ndvegi. Si petra heimfen C borgarh<innun og umhverfisskipulag sjCum vid

lnir o!.kur betri daga fyrir heimilin, borgirnar og landid sem vid erum h:id, bedi um
vidurveri og yndisauka.

Fyir eirum tiu irum samdi eg nfjan formina ad annarri (tgdfu { bdk minni
"lntroduction to l:ndscape Archirecture" sem ig hafdi umskifad ad talsverdu le1ti. -4ai ig
ad gera lad aftur nrina myndi ig taka upp margt af lvi sem Tnusti hefur skriEd og lagt til
i hinu snilldarlega riti sinu og brena verkinu minu i samremi vi6 pad.

Michael Laurie

Pr6fcssor emeritus

landslagsarkitektrir og umhverfiskipulagsdeild

Kaliforniuhdsk6la I BerLeley
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Bls. 73

Mdlstofa
um orkitektrtr

Mdlstola um orkite/rt;ir
og skipulag

verdur 5 morgun kl. 16 i stofu 157 i

h(si verkfra6ideildar,

Hjardarhata 2-6.

Tilefni6 er ad ii iirinu hafa komi6

(t prj6r bakur um islenskan

arkitektor og skipulag

sem bj66a upp 5 markvissa umradu

um pr6un pessara mikilvagu pdtta

islensks pj6dlifs. Bakurnar eru:

Leidsdgurit um islensko

byggingorlist sem Dennis

J6hannesson, kynnir

ritstj6ri hennar, kynnir,

islen sku r orkitektir - le i6sdgurit,

eftir Brigit Abrecht sem

P6tur H. Armannsson kynnir

og Borg og ndtttro sem

Trausti Valsson,

hofundur hennar, kynnir.

Listfradingarnir

Holld6r B. Rundlfsson og Adolsteinn

/ngdfsson halda erindi um

bakurnar prj5r og framlag

peirra og loks

verda pallbordsumradur.
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Armann Jakobsson:

Deilurit um
borgarskipulag

B6kin Borg og n6mira er stefnuyfirllfsing

Trausta Valssonar skipulagsfredings bar

sem hann l1f sir hugmyndafre6ilegum

forsendum vidhorfa sinna til
borgarskipulags. Aierslan

er 6 hi6 vi6a samhengi; hann tengir

borgarskipulagid vi6 hugsunarform

vestr@nna manna, a6fer6ir i visindum,

teknihyggju og margt anna6.

i e6li sinu er rilid politiskl. Httfundur

talar firir rikvednum hugmyrdum

en gegn d6rum. A hinu vi6a svi6i

berst hann gegn v€strenni tvihyggju

og andst&6updrum hennar. Hann a6hyllist

kenninga! Johannes Ittens fr6

Bauhaus um gagnsryrkni. b.e. a6 p6r geti

sqTld hvort anna6 og skapad heild sem er

sterkari en hlutamir i sta6 bess

a6 mynda andste6u. Dessari hugmynd vill
hann b€ita 6 svi6i boryarskipulags.

6nnur andsteda sem Trausli redir er

sundurskur6ara6ferdin sem harut telur

setja svip sinn ri dll visindi i stai less a6

liti6 sd til samb@ttingar. Fer hann enn vitt

um svi6, tengir umr&6una til demis

gagEini 6 lauastefnu Hisk6la islands

(bls. l9), en meginkenningin er a6

sundurskudarvisirdin

seu i e6li sinu ekki ril less
fallin aO efla heildrenan skilning.

MeginandstEoumar sem fengist er vid i
ritinu eru p6 v€l og nattrira. TBusti er

gagr'.rninn A veh@na hugsun nlitimans og

imsar rikjandi stefnur aldarinnar. Hann er

dkafir andstedingur funksj6nalismans

og o11ansi har6or6ur, kallar t.d. Le

Corbusier ,,einn af hrttulegustu

hugmyndafle6ingum " lessarar

stefnu (bls. 22). Dregur raunar stillim 6

b6kinni oft drirn afstil byltingarita.

B6kin er annars vegar

hugnyndaliadileg, hins vegar er {allad
um hagnjt urlausnarefni tengd

borgarskipulagi Reykjavikur.

Trausti er 6m).rkur i meli um

pad sem hann telur ad hafi faid
tirskei6is. Meginrideila hans er ri skipulag

nor6urstrandar Reykjavf kur (Sundahafnax

og ndgrennis) og telur hann ad adskilnadur

strandarinnar og ibri6abyggdarinnar sdu

mesta skipulagsslys i Reykjavik. Honum

fiDnst aO rild hall finingarskeid

i skipulagsm6lum Reykjavikur eftir

stri6 og rekur m6rg d@mi bess.

Firringarskeidi6 sdst einlum i tengslaleysi

borgar og n6thiru. betta kallar hann ,,hinn

6murlega heim m6demismans" (bls. 56) og

Hdaleitishverfi6 me6 blokkum sinum er

skjrasta demi6 um hann.

Til urb6ta nefnir Trausti jmsar a6ferbir

til tengslamyndunar, t.d. ad skapa heild

med hring, a6 nijafnv@gi me6 sveig6ri

linu og ad skapa samspil me6 pvi ad stilla

gagnvirkum piirum hvoru upp 6 m6ti 66ru.



Hann sjnir lika jmis demi um hvemig

lessum leioum hefur veri6 beitt med

g66um Aran$i.

Borg og n6ttua er gagnleg Mk. Hr.iLn er

lika skemmtileg og fio6leg. Hdfundur fer

vitt ylir svi6i6 og reynir a6 sjri samhengi6 i

skipulaginu. Fyir viki6 er stundum va6i6 6

grunn$evi i heimspeki. siigu og vidar. En

au6vita6 er ek*i heg a6 kafa djnpt i allr i

ritgerd sem tekur 6 hinur[ st6ru linum

mannfdlagsins.

Hdfimdur talar t@pitungulaust og sumt

fykir manni ofsagt. b6 a6 i b6kinni sd

teki6 6 heimspekilegum miilefirum er

t6nninn i henni vart offre6ilegur. Dli fimst

bessurn rini hdfimdur stundum

fullneikv@6w f gar6 t.d. {iilbilishtsa.
Ekki er dg heldur sannferdur um

a6 arkiteknir s6 Iiumorstik vandamrila ri

bord viii glepi, firringu og eihrlltaneyslu
(sbr. bls. 66) !6 a6 vera megi a6 tengsl sdu

6 milli.

Hva6 um !a6. Detta deilurit er hressilegt

og ttgandi. Ekki er hegl ad k\arra yfi r pvi

ad hina vidu sjn skoni eda ad hiifundur sd

ekki rikve6inn i fiamsetningu. Enginn sem

hefur rihuga 6 borgarskipulagi getur letio

6gefi ad k],nna sdr efni bessarar b6kar.

Armann Jakobsson

Trausli yalsson. Borg og nduwa. - Ek*i

undst@dur... heldur samverktndi eining.

Hdsk6lattg6fan 1 999.

2



MORCUNBLADID B - MENNING

FdSTUDAGUR 5. MAi 2OOO, BIs. 7

Samspil borgar og
nfttriru i byggingarlist

Verkefnid Borg og ndtlra hefur veri6 i
vinnslu i eitl og hdlft 6r og lallar pa6

um samspil skipulags og alkitektuIs i

borginni vi6 n6tturuna

A DALhETTI R verkefu,sr'/,s eru tveir;

ritgafa b6kar og sining sem opnar a

morgun 6. mai i R66h[sinu.

B6kin, sem heitir Borg og nitt ra... ekki

andst@dur heldur samverkandi eining, ef

skifu6 afTrausta Valss)mi arkitekt og

skipulagsfreiingi. Hin er nilega

komin rit hjri Hrisk6lattgafunni og ezdt

titgifa hennar kemur nt I febniar i
b6kinni er ttsklrrt, a6 tvenndarpor

eins og t.d. borg og n6ttura og hfs og

gar6ur, geta st Tkt hvort anna6, 5

hli6st&6an h6tt og rautt og

g&nt i litafieoinni. Me6 pvi verour til
samverkandi heild sem getur lyft

skipulagi og arkitektur borga 6

h@rra stig.

B6kin hefirr veri6 kynnt A ymsan h6tt i

vetur en siningin mun srydja mjdg efni

hennar og er tilvali6 fl,,rir 6hugasama a6

k .nna ser hvorttveggia efili

b6karinnar og sjningarinnar meOan

tekifari gefst.

Siningin Borg og ruittira yetdutr opin i

R66hrisinu fni 6.-26. mai.

D6 ver6a stutt nrlmskeid haldin 6

sfningmni ri vegum hins

Opna haskdla Hi dagana 8. til I l. mai.

D6 ver6a einnig skipulag6ar ferdir

sk6labama ri syninguna.

@1



Pr6lkj0r skerpa hugann

DV Silfur Egils - Egill Helgason

Midvikudagitrtr 8. febriar 2006

Profkj6r mega eiga !a5 a6 lau skerpa huga

stj6mmriLlamanna, leir ver6a voda nemir

me6an bau standa yfir. Kjartan

Valgardsson, frambj 66andi hje

Samfulkingunni, hefir fergid m6g sinn

Hallgrim Helgason til a6 teikna bessa

ritferslu ri Klambratrini, Bdmin eiga ad

geta leiki6 s€r me6an foreldramir spjalla

yfir ka{fibolla. Kjafian hefur r€ft fyrir ser

legar hann segir a6 trinio s6 skelfing

eydilegt.

ibitk semleitit Botg oC rultttira og

kom rit ari6 2000 skdfdi Trausti Valsson

um hin vannjttu grenu sve6i i Reykjavik.

Hugrrynd hans var ad tengja bau betur vi6

bygg6ina me6 lvi ad byggja meira

umhverfis pau, lihi fessu vi6 eins konar

tennur sem gengu inn 6 grenu svadin - !6

t"t'i stadu eins og Kambratin el*i ler,gtr

eins og ey6imtirk, umkringd

umfer6armannvir$um a alla vegu heldur

mynda6ist tenging vi6 bygg6ina i kring.

En ryrst vi6 erum a6 tala um gren

sv&di er rctt a6 minna elln einu sinni 6

hugmynd Hafns Gunnlaugs soncr \tfil

flutning Axb@jarsafus ni6ur i

Hlj6msk6,lagar6. Hmfn var a6 gefa

myndina sina Rey,layik i bdru ljdsi it 6

mynddiski. imyndranni ttferslu hans sdr

madur hva6 letta er gniupplagl. pa6 vantar

bara stjdmm6lamenn me6 vilja og getu.

@1


