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Landslagsarkitektrir og hluwerk landsiagsa*itekta hafa allt &am { pennan dag verid rang-

trilkud ri Vesturliindum. Keanski er betri ord ad finna d iidrum menningarsvabum en pad er
petta sem Tiausti Valson fallar um, samskipti lands og pj6dar, sem 611u skipta, og leidi af
sdr heilbrigt, farselt og iiruggt maaniif i umbrotatimum i vidskiptum og tzkni. Ham slnir
i s<;guJegu ldrliti sinu ad d flrri timum voru samskipti manns og nrlmiru n:iruri. Fyrst i stad

rzr lad af hreinni naudq.n en d 17. og 18. tild ldgu til pess fagur&edilegar {stedur, eins og

I gerd iulskra sveitaseua og enskra skntdgarda. Dessa heilda.rqn, sem d retur ad rekja til heldri
manna :i fpri tfd, heflr Tiausti tileinkad s€r. Hann heldur henni d ioft og telur hara fredilegt
fordami i arkitektrir, borgar- og umhverfishiinnun andstett ndverandi sdrhefingu i pesum
fredum sem ha.nn telur r6tina ad ,,rrsum meinum, bedi I Reykja.vik og i borgum um vida
veri;ld.

Tiausti s/,nir ol*ur adGrd dl ad fl€tta saman forsendur laadslags og pj6dfdlagsgerdar og

btu pannig til gott borgarsamf€lag og brygn lab :i attlandi sinu, Islandi, og heimaba,
Reykjavik. Hann gagnrlnir pri tilhneigingu manna, 19. iild ad sLilja ab einstaka peni en

litur firllur vonar til leLra pj6dElagsbreltinga sem urdu ri sidari hluta 20. alda en hann t6k
sjllfur pritt i feirri breningaumradu fltir 10-20 irum d strldents:irum sinum i Berkeley

Eg fagna pessari b6k sem er ritud af mikilli skarpslryggni. Hrin slnir fram d hugar-
farsbreltingu, I :in til heildrennar heimssynar medal y'missa af yngri kynslddinni en pvi
midur eLC<i medal himar eldri. I hugmiardaftedi Tiausta skipa vistfrrdi og ny'jar edlis-

fiebikenningar Ondvegi. 56 fetta heimfrrt :i borgarhilnnun og uml-rverfissLipr-rlag sj{um vid

$rir okhur bari dao"a ftir heimilin, borgirnar og landid sem vid erum h:id, badi um
viduneri og yndisauka.

F)'rir einum tiu drum samdi Cg nfan fomdla a6 annarri ritgifu d bdk minni
"Introduction to Landscape A-rchitecture" sem dg hafdi umskrifad ad talsverdu leni..4.tti ig
ad gera pad aliur mina myndi €g ta1<a upp margt af pvl sem Thusti hefur skrifad og lagt til
I hinu snilldarlega riti sinu og brqta verkinu minu I samremi vib fad.

Michael laude
Pr6fessor emeritus

LandslagsarLitektfu o g umhverfi sskipulagsdeild

IGliforniuhrisk6la I BerLeley
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N,istd rle g a r h u g my n d i r
um skipulog

BORG OG NATTURA
eftir Trausta Valsson. 111 bls.
Utgefandi er H6sk6laUtgdfan

SfffUt eCSrrAAr Ueia og borga
hafa l6ngum veriS deituefiri, fvi ab
kdfir, sem menn gera til bygg6ar,
eru margar og eri6 mismunandi. A
&rstu 6ldum bettbilis og leogi
frameftir 166 happa- og gtappaa6ferO
rikjum i skipulagi e6a skipulagsleysi.

Srnim saman aukast afskipti
bej ar1fr rvalda af lessum mrilafl okki,
unz allt skipulag er komi6 i
leirra hendur eins og reyndar m,i
e61i1egt telja- 6varlegt er a6 firll1r6a
noliliu6 um pa6, hvort menntunaxskortur
hafi ved6 helzti br6ndur i
gdtu leirra manna, sem fengust vi6
a6 skipuleggja bei h6r 6 6mm 66ur.
Engu a6 si6ur lae6ist s6 grunur a6
mami, a6 vibsjni leina hafi veri6
oesta liti6 sem ekkert og verki6 oft
veri6 unni6 eftir hendimi, jalirvel
undir stj6m ni6rlkra p6litikusa.

Ftestir kunna eitt eda fleid demi
um hr6pleg heimskupdi.
Engum blti6um er um a6 flett4 a6
sMpulag bygg6ar er me.6 pj6ingarmestu
atri6um hva6 var6ar lif og
heilsu feirra, sem par bfa. Fa6 er

fvi br6dnau6syrlegt, ad vanda6 s6
til beirra hluta eins og kostu er.
Hitt er ekki si6ur miMlsvert, a6 settar
s€u ftam 6likar sko6anir, svo ad
folk geti gert sdr gein |.,rir hva6a
kostir eru i bo6i.

ibbks:rott - Borg og ndtt ra-
frallar hiifi)r'd!li]],lr, Trausti Vals son,
um htimun bceja og saurspil leirra

vi6 vi6attur ll.ithirumar. Vi6a er
komi6 vi6 i fessari umfidllun, 6tal
demi eru nefod og {iilnargar skbskotanir
i alla 6ttir.

Dr6uo skif ulagshugrynda
er rakin i siigulegu
lj6si og lrst hvemig tekizt er 6 urn
6lik vi6horf. Ehkum ver6ur hiitundi
tl6rett um fllingarkenningun4 bao
o [0gmrlli6 um gagzrsqrloi eirrs og
hann or6ar pa6, en hann skrifa6i einmitt
doktorsritged um hagnjtingu
6 leirri reglu 6 svi6i hiirurunar og
skipulags.

Andst@tt ofan nefodri kennisetningu
er,,a6ferdarftae6i sundurskur6arins",
sem hefi.r veri6 a.lls
r66andi um langan aldur. i peirri
hugmyndafree6i er skori6 6 6ll
tengsl Mtttiru og bygg6ar, svo ad
samf6lagi6 hefir skipzt upp i sdrfte6ileg
h61f, svefrh6lt sent h6lf,
atvinnuh6lf o.s.frv.. A.6 d6mi hdfiudar
er bessi ,,sundursL:u6axlist" rot
helztu meiruemda I nftimasarnf6lagi.

Me6 bok simi vill hdfiudur koma
a6 sj6narmi6um sinum um hdnnun
og skipulag b@ja 6 b6 lund, a6
bygg6in ver6i felld me6 e6tlegii
h,@tti en 66ur inn i ithirluna og
hvergi ml,ndist sktirp skil 6 mitti einstalaa
ati6a- Ja6rar einstakra
svEoa eiga a6 vera lifandi vettvatrgur
eigi sf6ur en athaftrasve6in sjrilf.

Hvers vegla s$di ibui vi6 Skulagdtu
ekki geta litt fleyi sinu ur vdr
lar eins og b6ndi nor6u 6 Skaga?
Er feim, sem bira i be, ekki
jafrnau6sydegt
ai geta gengi6 rnn teljandi
erfi6leika 6 vit Mthimtumr til
less a6 anda ab s6r frisku lofti og

!eim, sem i strj6lbfli eru?
Sigilt demi um lei6 mistiik i

skipulagi Reykjavikur er me6hdudlun
6 strandlenglurni. Svo m6 heita,
a6 hvergi s6 n6ttiruleg stdnd til
iman ma*a Reykjavlkur og a6gengi
aO skemmtitegri fiiru er 1{ti6
sem ekkert. Aste6an er ehkum si,



a6 !eir, sem ridu fer6 i skipulagsm6lum 6 hugsmia hiifundar
fyn 6 6rum hd6u cngan vi6 vandlega alhugun.
skilring 6 n6ttrirugildum hafs og og a11vi6a er djipt
stEndar. Mjijg erlltt cr aO beta fydr teki6 i .irinni. Sem
mist6k hessi nri, b6 ad daemi mii nefha. aa
menn sdu allir afvilja liklega verdur seint
gerdir. s.itt um a0 loka fy r

lldfundur leggur talsvcrda Crafan,og og l-ossvog
6herzlu 6 pa6 I til pess ad par
b6k sinni. ad au6velda myndist tjamir.
lurfi almenningi adgengi lrausti Valsson
ad 6byggdum hefur idur samid
sv:edum og skipui6g6um 'Irausti noktrar biekur um sem
rilivislarsvadum. vaki6 hafa effirtekl.

i bvi efni er tvennt aO varast. 't il pessarar b6kar f6kk hann styrk
i l-wrsta lagi. ad !eir, og vann ad henni i samvinnu vid facinar
sem banga6 s&kja. stol'nanir. Allmargar myndir,
kj6sa alls ckki allir ad kofi og leikningar eru i b6kinni.
lita lei6a sig eftir 'Iexti b6kar er yfirleitt ski., en hd
mcrktum stigum 6 of helbi a0 osekju m6tt fara yfir hann
skipukigdum svaedum og affur, ge.a hann hnitmidaOri og
slo hitt. ad mikilumferd fiekta prentvillum.
jaf ,el gangandi f61ks, DaO er eftil vill fullsterkttil orda
cr flj6t a6 seda mark sift a nAttfruna. tekid. ad ,,borgarskipu]agi6 si I

einkum gr6dur. mijrgum tilfallum frumorsijk hins
Eirln af hijfuokostum fdlagslega og andlega vanda samtimans",

Reykjavikur er nLi einmitt f6 ad pad kumi a6 eiga hdr
sA i samanburdi vid margai crlendar einhverja sdk 6, og a6 bvi verdur aa
borgir, a6 tilt6lulega stutt cr ad fara huga meira en gert hcfur verid.
it i dbyggd sve6i og vidlend, far Bokin Borlt oR ndtt ra cr skemmrilegt.
sem iihrifa manns gle1ir litt eda ekkert. nistArlegl en umlian allt hugmyndarikt

I,a6 er ekki n6g aO setja fiam og fre6ilegt framlag til
gagnn ni. heldur verdur lika ad skynsamlegrar umredu um skipulagsmal.
benda 6 lcioir til b6ta. Og pad gerir Hun er lvi kjiirin til pcss ad
hdf'undur svo san]urlega, hvi a0 i vcra grundvdllur frj6rrar umriEdu.
sex sidustu kiiflum b6karinnar reilar
hann hugmS ndir sinar camk\ a'ml Alti\t H Bjarnafin
eigin kcnnisetningu.
Vissulega er hdr a6ejns um frumdrdg aa
re6a og sj 611!agt harf ad ftf.era einst6k
atridi betur. ell hdl'uomarkmi6i6 er
engu ad si6ur lj6st.

Framtioarslin hcil'undar er nistrirleg
og margar hugmynda hans lrss
vir6i a6 fer sdu ihugadar vandlcga.

I n cttd \erda urLdlumennirnir hi\aerir.
hegar eitthvao
l'erskt og franrandi er
birt. Sjriifsagt mri
finna imsa vankanta
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Armann Jakobsson:

Deilurit um
borgarskipulag

B6kin Borg og nittrira er stefiruydrljsing

Tmusta Valssonax skipulagsfte6ings lar
sem hann ljsir hugrnlndafte6itegum

forsendum vi6horfa sinna til
borgarskipulags. Aherslan

er 5 hi6 vi6a saoiengi; hann tEngir

borgarskipulagi6 vi6 hugsunarform

vestrenna mann4 a6fer6ir I visindum,

teknihyggiu og margt affta6.

f edli s{nu er ritid p6litish. Hotundur

talar fidr rikve6num hugml,ndum

en gegn o6rum, A hinu vi6a svi6i

belst harln gegn vesh@nni tvihyggju

og andsteeoupi,rum hennar. Ifunn aihyllist
kenringax Joharues Ittens ft6

Bauhaus um gagnsry'hd. b.e. ad p6r geli

stlrLi hvort anna6 og skapa6 heild sem er

sterkaxi en hlutamir i sta6 bess

a6 m1,nda andste6u. Fessaxi hugr),nd vill
halm beita 6 svi6i borgamkipulags.

dnnw andste6a sem Trausti reOA er

sundurskur6aradfer6in sem hann telur

selja svip sinn 6 6ll visindi i slad iess ad

1iti6 s6 til sambettingar. Fer hann enn vitt
um svi6, tengi umre6una til demis

gagn{ini 6 lauusteAru Hdsk6la islands

(b1s. 1 9), en megirkenningin er a6

sundurskur6arvisindin

sdu i e6li sinu ekki til bess

fallin a6 efla heil&enan skilning.

Meginandste6umar sem fengist er vi6 {

ritinu eru !6 vdl og n6ttira- Trausti er

gagnryninn 6 vdhEna hugsun nritimans og

imsar dkjandi stefilur aldarbnar. Hann er

6kafin andst@6ingur fiinksj6nalismans

og oft ansi har6or6ur, kallar t.d. Le

Colbusier ,,einn af hettulegustu

hugrryndaie6ingum" pessaar

slehu (bls, 22). Dregur raunar stillinn 5

b6kimi oft d6m af stil byltingarita.

B6kiu er annars vegax

hugmpdaAe6ileg, hins vegar er fallad
um hagnit rirlausnaxeAri te[gd

borgarskipulagi Rey\javikur.

Trausti er 6mlrkur i mrili um

fa6 sem hann telur a6 hafi fari6

rirskei6is. Megin6deila hans er a skipulag

nor6urshandar Reykj avikur (Sundahafo ar

og rl6$eonis) og telur hann ad aiskillla6ur

strandarinnar og fuidab) ggdarinnar sdL

mesta skipulagsslys i Reykjavfl<. Honum

fiimst a6 rikt hafl finingarskei6

f skiputagsmdluur Reykjavikur eft ir
sfi6 og rckur mdrg d@mi bess.

Finingarskei6id sdsr einl-um I Engsla]eysi

borgax og nitturu. Fetta kallar hann ,,hiDn

dmurlega heim m6demismans" (bls. 56) og

Haaleilishve160 med bloklum sinum er

shirasta d@mi6 um hann.

Til rirb6ta neftrir Trausti ltmsar a6fer6ir

til tengslamyrdunar, t.d. a6 skapa heild

me6 hdng, a6 nijafov@gi me6 sveig6ri

liru og aA skapa samspil me6 lvi a6 stilla

gagnvirkum pdrum hvoru upp 6 m6ti 66ru.



Hann s:fltft lika jmis &emi um hvemig

pessurn lei6um hefi.u veri6 beitt me6

g66um 6rangri.

Borg og n6ffia er gagnleg b6k. H[n er

tika skemmtileg og fr66leg. Hdtundw fer

vltt fr svi6i6 og reynir a6 sjr4 samhengi6 i
skipulaginu. Fyfu viki6 er stmdum va6i6 ri

grumsevi i heimspeki. sdgu og vidar. En

au6vita6 er ekki h@gt ab kafa djfpt i allt i
ritgelb sem tekur 6 hinum st6ru linum

mannfdlagsins.

Hi,fundur talar tepitungulaust og sumt

bykir marmi ofsagt. b6 ad i b6kinni sd

teki6 6 heimspekilegum miilefirum er

t6tminn i henni vaxt of fte6ilegur. b6 finnst

bessum r'-hi hdfundur sflmdum

f,rllaeikveour i gar6 t.d. tdlbylishisa.
Ekki er 69 heldur sannfer6ur um

a6 arkitektur sd frumorsdk vandamrila 6

bor6 vid glepi, firringu og eiturl$aneyslu
(sbr. bls. 66) b6 ad vera megi ad rengsl sdu

6milli.

Hva6 um ba6. Detta deilurit er hressilegt

og iigrandi. Ekki er h@gl ad kvana }{lI bvi
ad hina vidu s;in skoni eda ad hiifu.ndur sd

ekki 6kve6inn i ftamsetningu. Enginn sem

hefi.[ dhuga d borgarskipulagi getur ldri6

6gert ad k1tttra s& etri lessarar b6kar,

Armana Jakobsson

Trausti yalsson. Borg og nlnfira - Ekki

ahfu t@dur... he ldur san ve rkandi e i ning.

H6sk61a[tg6fan 1 999.
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nrittriru i byggingarlist

MORGIJNBLADIE B - MENNING Sj,ningin Borg og ndtt ra yer6\$ opin i
FoSTUDAGUR 5. MAf 2000, Bls. 7 R,i6hilsinu fi6 6.-26- mai.

Samspil borgar og
D6 vcraa stutt nAmskci6 haldin 6

sjningunni Ii vegum hins

Opna haskota Hidagana 8. ril ll. mai.

De verda einrig skipuJagdar ferdir

Yerkefnit) Borg og naffuila herilr veri6 i sk6labarna 6 sfninguna.

vinnslu i eilt og hilft rir og ljallar pa6

um samspil skipulags og a*itcktrts i
borginni vi6 nattirruna

ADALDETTIR verkefnl.r/rr cru r\ eir:

tilgril'a b6kar og sjning sem opnar 6

morgun 6. mai i R66hrisinu.

B6kin, sem heitir Borg og nAhlra... ekki

andstedur heldur samterkandi eining, er

skrifui Jt lrcu.la Vulsslni arl,itckr og

skipulagslredingi. Htin er n,ilega

komin irl irj6 Hdsk6lautgdtunni og er.rl

itgdlil hennar kemur t iJbbruar.i

b6kinni er irtsklfrt. ad tvcrLndarpiir

cins og 1.d. borg og nfttua og his og

gar6ur, geta stlrkt hvot iu]I1a6, ii

hlidsledan hdtt og rautt og

grent i litalredirLni. Med pvi verdur til
sarnverkandi heild sem getur lyti
skipulagi og arkiteklirr borga 5

her[a stig.

B6kin hel'ur verid kynnt 6 imsan h6tt i
rctur cn s)ninEin mun rwdia miiig clhi

hennar og er tilvalid lyrir dhugasama ad

kynna sdr hvoftveggja el'ni

b6karinnar og sjningadnnar medan

t&kif-Eri gefst.

/7\
tq)7
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BLS. 73

Mdlstofo
um orkitektir

Mdlstold um orkitektilr
og skipulog

verdur 5 morgun kl. 16 i stotu 157 i

hfsi verkfredideildar,

Hjardarhaga 2-5.

Tilefni0 er aO ii iirinu hafa komid

rit Prjiir bekur um islenskan

arkitektur og skipulag

sem bj66a upp 5 markvissa umradu

um br6un bessara mikilv€egu Pdtta

islensks Pj66lifs. Bekurnar eru:

Le i d siig u rit u m isle nskd

byggingarlist sem Dennis

J6hannesson, kynnir

ritstj6ri hennar, kynnir,

islenskur orkiteklr - lei1sdg urit,

eftir Brigit Abrecht sem

P6tur H. Armannsson kynnir

og Borg og ndtttira sem
:9 !t]-,,*v+ -

TraustiValsson,

hdfundur hennar, kynnir.

Listfraedingarnir
i^---....--\+

Holld1r B. Runflfsson oe Adalsteinn

/ngdfsson halda erindi um

bakurnar Prj6r og framlag

beirra og loks

ver6a pallbordsumre6ur.



Pr6fkjiir skerpa hugann

DV Silfur Egils - Egill Helgason

Mi6vikudaginn 8. febrfiar 2006

Pr6fkjiir mega eiga pa6 a6 lau skerpa huga

stj6mmdlamanng fet ver6a vo6a namir

me6an bau standa )dr. Kjadan

Valgar6sson, ftambj66andi hjd

Samrylkingunni, hetu fengid rrl,ig sinn

Hallgrim Helgason til a6 teikra pessa

ttfanslu 6 Klambrattini. Bitmin eiga a6

geta 1eiki6 s& medan foreldramir spjalla

yltr kaffibolla" Kjartan hefur r6tt inir sdr

begax harn segir a6 trlni6 sd sketfing

eyAilegt.

i b 6k sem heit1ry 9!E!g!!ytgo s

kom rit tui6 2000 skrifaii Trausti l/alsson

um hin vannjttu granu sve6i i Reykjal,lk.

Hugmynd hans var a6 tengia |au betur vi6

byggdina me6 lvi a6 byggja meira

umhverfis $au, likti pessu vid eins konar

tennur sem gengu inn 6 grenu sv@6in - ba

yr6i stadur eins og Kambratin el*ilengar

eins og eydimiirk, umkingd

umferdarmamvirkjum ii alla vcgu heidur

myndadist tenging vid byggdina i king.

En ryrst vjd erum ad tala um gra:n

sv@di er r61t ad minna enn einu sinni 6

hugmynd Ha/ns Gunnlaugs.tonar :urn

flutning A.rbaej arsafns ni6ur i

Hljirmskrilagard. Hrafn var ad gefa

myndina sina -Ret&irik i dlru libsi it i

mlnddi<ki. imrndraemi utferslu hans sdr

ma6ur hva6 betla er griiupplagt. Dad vantar

bara stj6mmalanenn med vilja og getu.
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Foreword W'g*x "*+xlJ^l' (Lor>L)

The term, and the profesion oflandscape archirecture arc, *en to rhis dar':, mruoderrood in rhcwestero

rorLd. Therc may be a bencr word in orher cultures. Bur this ]s rvhat Trrusti Valsson wrires aboul the

essenrial interconnec.ion berween land and people Leading ro a healthy, happv and safe en"nonment for

living nr a time oieconomic and rechnological change. His hisaxical review recognres elrlier periods

when there ws a doser relationshlp bemccn man and nature, firt by necesiq,, and in rhe I'rth and l8th

centuries, for aesthetic reasonr rs in tlc conceprs ol drt krlian ,i11. aid dte English litndscape garden.

Such wholenes, all 6e it arrocrari. itr origiD. is embmad by Valson. I Ie advocates ir as a rheorerical

modcl tor architecture, ciw and envnonmental planning as opposcd ro the cunenr science based

specialsarion, which he sees u the source ofurbar problems in Reykjavik, aod in cit;es aroLmd the world.

Using his homeland, I.eland, and homcrown, Rcykjavik, \'al$oi leads us ro x merhod for lnregrurron

oflandscape and social tuncrions io crcarc a 6ne Civnas. He is critical of the i 9 th ccnturici emphuis

on separare disciplines but oprimisdc abour rhe changcs which have occurcd during thc hs halfofrhe

20th cenrury a movemenr ofwhich he wa a pan ro r srudenr ar Berkeler during rhe 19801.

I welcome this insighrful work, which reflects atrirundal changes ofmanv voung peoplc, but sadly nor

then elden, throushour the glober an wholaric world viq: Thc scien.e of ecologv and nerv phyucs s

cenral ro his philosophr,. Translared inro rhc arcna ol urban design and cnvnonmcntal planning n gres

a ncw vicw inro a better future for our homes and cities and the lendscrpe on wh;ch we depend for

ounure and aesthetic plexLre.

Some ten veus ago, I erorc a new prelicc ro the sccond cdirion of my "lnrroducrion to Landscap.

Archrtecrure" which I had ajrered cons;derablr if I were ro do rhe sane rodayr i *ould include nuch

of what Val*on wrnes and recomnends in his brillirnr tcr, and chagc ninc accordingl,v

Miclacl Laurie

kndscape Archirecrure and

Environmenial P,anning

Linirersiry oI Culiforn;a ar Berkelev

6
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City and nature - An integrated whole -
Review

by MichaelLaurie

Ihe tem. and lhe pmfossion of landsepe archilectur! arc, even to lhis dsy,

misundeBtood in the westem \rodd. Ihere may be a belt€r word in other

dlluEs. Btt this is wiat Trausti Vaiseon writes about lhe e8senual

interconnsclron belween land and psople leading 1o a healhy happy and safe

environmenl for living in a limo of e@nomic and lechnological change. His

historical rcvie\\, recDgnises earlier p€dods uhen there las a closer

relationship belween man and noiure, fst by necessity, and in the 17th and

18lh centuies, for aesiheiic rEa$ns as in lhe concepls of tne llalian villa and

tho English landscape gaden. Such wnobness, atl be il sristocraitc in ongin, is

embra@d by Valsson, Ho advocales it as a lheorelical model lor archiieclure,

city and envircnmenlal planning as opposed to the oirent sciene based

specialisaiion $hhh ha s€es as lhe source ot utan prcblems in Reykjavik,

and in citier amund lhe wodd-

Using his homeland, Iceland, and homeloM, Rcykjavik, V8lsson leads us to a

meihod ror integratjon of land6cape and social tundions to creaie a iine

Civitas- He i6 crjtcal of ihe ! 9l1l cenlury's emphasis on separate disdplin$ but

opiimislic about the changes which haE ocured dunng lhe last half oi the

2olh century, a movement of whidl be wss a parl as a studenl ai Belkelev

dunns lhe 1980's.

I lrdcome illis insigtitul rc*, which rcfe.ts atliludinal .hanges or marry

young people, bul sadty not hef eldeB, thmugho( the globe; an wholistic

world viow. The sdenc€ ot e@logy and new phvsics is cenlral to his

pnjbsophy. T€nslated into ihe arena or urban design and environmental

planning il gives a lw view inlo a beher tuture lor our homes and cities and

lhe landscape on which \r€ depend tor nutue and aeslhetic pleasuE.

Dr T€wii Valsson, pmfsssor of planning al ihe UniErsitv of lceland, is an

architect and planner, educated in Benin and Berkelev. He is lhe suhot of

seven books and redprent of several awads.

tBookl clrY AND

NAIURE

An inieorated who e

ANUM lr,lAGAZlNE

ANUM PUBLISHER

ISEM)

BEiShs web site you a@pr tehini€lard statLsl,@ldk6 Lop@j!&l
rhals & Books
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N/lany cities today are engaged in restoring their connections to nature - along

waterfronts, riverfronts, and in a few cases to their rural surroundings. This book

advocaies the familiar view that city and nature should be designed as one. Faced

with rapidly changing economies, technologies and social characteristics, cities

today experience growth paiterns ihat are different, or at leasi more dramatic than

in prior times. At once, most cities are growing rapidly outward while also

experiencing significant changes in how older areas are used. New technologies

are rapidly shifting the patterns and scale of industry as well as housing, leaving

city planners seeking both appropriate visions and etfective iools.

Trausti Valsson has been a student and scholar of such changes, and in his new

book CW and Nature, he defines them in the backdrop oi cultural biases,

economic expediency and poor decision-making by authorities. Valsson finds that

ciiies have become detached from nature due to the tendency of western cultures

to separate the world into polar opposites - in this case into cities isolated from

nature. He proposes insiead a theory of wholeness based on a conceptual,

formalist straiegy for creating areas of transition and integration of the components

of city and naiure along the edges. Under his theory, waterfronts and rural edges

Book revrev/

City and Nature - An lntegrated Whole: Trausti Valsson,
lceland University Press, H6sk6la[tg6fan, 111 pp.

Mark Johnson A E

ts Show more

https //doi org/10 1016/50169-2046(01)00166 I Get rights and content

@
https://www.sciencedirect.com./scierce/articlehii/S01 69204601 001 669 28.1-2019
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can become more va,uable to the community if properly designed with more

diffuse, transitional edges thai create a conlinuum behr,/een city and nature.

Valsson's theories are set against a brief history and analysis of city planning and

development in his home town, Reykjavik, Iceland. As a city ihat was once wholly
dependent on nature for its existence, and set within one of the harsher climates

on the planet, Reykjavik has followed the course of most cities, steadily filling its
waterfront with industry and removing connections of the urban area from its

natural surroundings. Valsson applies his theory of integration to a variety of
suggesled planning initiatives for Reykjavik, illustrating how his holistic thinking

should be applied to reclaim the water's edge for people and neighborhoods.

City and Nature is essentially a manifesto for the redireciion of planning in

Reykjavik which puts more emphasis on balanced land use, removal of industry,

and greater contact with nature. Valsson argues for a patiern of city form, which is

both generic and speciflc as applied to the landscape of Reykjavik. By developing

city form on a theory of "inlegrated wholes", he demonstrates how urban/natural

edges can be diversified and integrated through a gradation of patterns based in

the underlying character of the land.

This is the strenqth of Valsson's vision - his insistence that urban patterns be

subrogated to landscape patterns. His theories fall short however by failing to

demonstrate just what urban patterns are critical to the character of community.

Valsson believes ihat the education of children and other social conditions will

improve as a result of his theory, but fails to define what characteristics other than

landscape are essentialto making healthy communities such as demographic mix,

econornic forces, education, the role of urban design and so on.

To students of city-making this book is a valuable addition for its investigation into

a unique city. Reykjavik has been subject to extremely slow groMh as compared

to most cities, and as a test bed it reflects cause and effect relationships bet\ /een

nature, economics and politics in a simplified context. The rate of change may

have been slow, but the significance of harm to ihe landscape is striking and

obvious when one understands the beauty and fragility of the original, natural

conditions. lt is no wonder that Valsson is so passionate and forceful in his

criticism of the past and call for change, for any thinking lcelander should be upset

by the loss of "connectedness" to ihis unique place.

Valsson writes in a direct style, lapsing between theory and blunt attacks on the

status quo. He is however regrettably quick to adapt the very "binary" thinking that

he opposes. He is more quick to judge than he is to explicate the forces that cause

urban change, which are rooted in ihe deep complexities of the social and

https://www.sciencedirect.corD/science/axticle/pii/S0169204601001669 28.1.2019
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economic context of every place. Perhaps ii is the slow pace and simplicity of
change in lceland that allows Valsson to divide the urban world into god and evil,
the very binary analysis that he condemns.

In spite of these criticisms, Cily and Nalure remains a siimulating exploration into

one ofthe world's more isolated western cultures and how a city is shaped in this
context. When read through this mindset, we see the core issue of lcelandic
culture and landscape - the interaction of a highly educated, intellectual,

independent yet collective culture on the patterns of human settlement. Perhaps
Valsson's next effort will go deeper to uncover the issues of culiural values and
processes that have made Reykjavik unique because of this clash of culture and

land.
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BOOKS

lmpressionistic on city and nature

H6lmf.iaur Bjarnad6trir

In th. bo,,[ Cny.nd N]nue  n
Inresrard lcholc, il,e author Dr
It.usti vrhson..xami.es rhe rnte.
plar beNfflr rhe mai madc and
natu.al enair.n,ncnr: rr paricular
thc way n wh1.h rh. n,rural cnvi
.onrroDr shrps dr *ruc(u.c ol
ro*Jis rnd ltics rnd dr€ cxtcni (,
Pli.h .nur; f,,cror.rc considdcd
in the design of urban cnvnonn€ns.

The intera.rion .f.iiy ud n.tu
rc,,'d dre way in *l,i.h r\pc(s .f
n.!u.c .rn be ncludcd in u.ban
I,vint. hrlc be., ,mons d,c Lrir:1
.onc-fls of urbro detis.c6. irchirccts
and ror'. rllnnc4 since rhe he 19rh
cennul: Urbx. r.f{hc6, t,ced $1dr
ihr problen of how b allevi c $e
aptil!ing living.ondiridr oI thc poor
rn thc i.dustrial.iries, d.signcd cirics
and uibri arcrs whdc .h. b.n.lns oi
ru.21livn,g could be nftgi,rcd n&
ih. quondnr vdlknown crmplcs
oi the F.rk.l tt,c urban utori.ns.a.
bc i;und in rh. grrdci .nies rnrodu
c.d br Lbe.ezcr H.!va.d jn 1898, .nd
thr ntcA of rhr nciAhh,r ooJ unrs
th.t,l.vcloped nr drc Unir.d Sra!.s
duflng rhc 1920s. II rhe po{{vrr r.l
the search lr nature rn citLes was
nlnif6kd in dre.nti urbrn rierds .f
suhurbiniTdlnnr in manr Eur.p.r.

-]}ls 
Eend hrs .onrinucd rn a differmt

ionn duriqr 6. la$ dcdd. 01 Lhc 20th
.m.r4, sher enuronmental $2iln.s
h.! lEn l,.oincnr, as has tu norj.n of
tu{ainablc dmlopnenr h 6nsot
u$an sh)!n,q this trend d ltlpdic.l
io dre.on6inmc.r of urban rres, opAisi-
rlon b urbin +rNL rnJ the prourhon
ot urbin liling dd dmv. u.!m sftle

'flre !urh.6 rupposirion n Lht in no$
vskar cniL\, rtu dcB.ns ofnatur h,!.
k€n alissrcd. insutfroenr aftmnon hrs
th.rcnrc bc.i triv{:n ro thc inttracdon oI
natue.{onoNind sMal nsues, esul
turB nr rnonon,!,u\ urban cnvitunnens
th.t .re wes!.nn!. to human needs.
Th. autiror therefor. fromdh anolisn.
atpfuach !o urb d$e1orn.rq rvh&
both Lrb,. rnLl natuBl envnonnkrB rtu
equailr balan<l in .rarin8 n\e whol€.

The lnots rhcoenclbN n d ived
ton nrE audro^ rlcoN of intqratio',
dN.lolcd in hn d{L1onlthc\is on
Mcthod ofhegradon in D6iEn a

Ihe empincaL .onr{r.i rhc hook
a rh. d.v.lopmenrof Icel"nds.rpiirl,
Rdklrrilr Thc rurhor $udB dr.
$tu.turc ind urtran dcmenB of dr
city lnd th( ntr(..rcdlon besveen
rh€ €cononic ud so.i.ral .h.nses r
l.clrnd in rhe earlr lorh ccnturv and
rhe rud erodus to tl,c.rpiral.

T}c book lras publnhcd bv thc
Ic.lanrlic tlniversq l,re$ in 2000 wirh
rh. hdp ol a g.d from l{crkjlviks
Culturc aitv aommnice, in cotriun.ta
on with Re.vkirrik\ {d!5 as one.f
turopes nne.tries of.ullurr for vcar
2000.

TIt book.onsns of diftc haln
sc(lons.Io the tirst rdon, Mrn and
hn M.thods, rhc rutho. refle.* upo.
rhe r.13ri. shlp bctw.cn cir) and naru-
re. The aurhor illu$ 16 hos lainrer
rnd srne6 rhrough thc.oNries have
potuaYed imager oI narur. nr fin.on-
tixr. h,Ehl,Fhtus rhc m,c Gon vrhr
ins natu.c primarLll nr r.sod..c his.d
c.onomtc tcnns, ro drar of ntrrn,sir
ae$hc!. rppr..iation. I ikewise, the
rmrge.nd fun.tio of lhr .iry rr€
exrlored n rltrrion t. nature trrlf.

-]hc nain .onduson oi rhc.hrpt{
n (hat dcspitc the nrclnation to{,!.d!
drvcloFing a polarised vEv ofcity and
.1turc, a srowing recogtririo. h.s
on.rycd ol (hc impor.nce of thc
n uml orlno.ncnt, rnd alons wnh tr
hs onn. i i.(.rvttaw.ren.$ of
dre mpoitan.e oI mainEining a Ic.]
thy balan.e {rdnn.nks bdrvccn rh.n:
natural and ftc mrn nude envnon-
mrnrs. In ordc n, lchi.ve tlt panacel
oI balan.cd urban areas, rhe iurhor
emph,sir$ d,. nrlowins urban design

I)rnr.it].s. nrhclfj iht.rcation oi
whoks, balan.c,,nrdtr(i,,.. unifomi
ti and h.w ro hrndldhc intufa.e bd

In thc sc...d ledio. of ft. book
Dr ValsRn *iv.r Ir ovcraic{ of th.
urba! derdolmit of rhc ciry oi
Rcrkjiv,k and cxrn,i,c\ rs dNclor)
n.!t wiih re8ard ro rhc inclurion ot
nrrunl clcmcnts in irs densn and
d.edopncnt. the porruy,lof rhn
Ir.(ss is dividcd in&r three disrin.r
p€riods. r,ngi.,i from the early 20rh
.entury ro d,r prc\rnt.

Ihe fntr period, or Asc of
Iilcsrrnon illn$.aics thc $ory of dre
fnst vc.B of urbannxtion, rhc oolc
rrom i pr€dominNl, ru.rl socicrv
to trn urban ore, alben.nc which
,n,i,ti,ncd $rons link\ ro rh( sur
roundins arca' and llus with ns

rural he.nrsr, borh so.io e(n*hi.:l
l) ard d rhc vcn m.!rc ofns urban

Tl'c scuond pcriod, or Agr.f
Ali.ndion, srnboliz$ rhc fn,.$s of
rutonomou! dcv{lopment, whre u.bl
n6.rion rook pla.c wrhout heed r. ,6
nrtDral su.ioindiigs lhe rapid urtxn
development nr thr post rvrr era, rhc
d.riotr ofranspod coddoG and fte
inplcmnhnon of..niin land usc
d..islons illNtrnred nr Rcl,kialiks
tr,rdr phn, scv.rcd tradtn,ral lirk\
*rdr dr.itrs iho.diaie suiroundings
rnd *ith thr r.idnr,fil.l.m.nr,,l
natuc utoi which ir used to rell.

Ihe thtrd .hrrr(, or A8e oI
Rcconne.tnrg addrcs.s rhc stus1ng
rc.ogniiio. of ihe imlofian.c ot rhe
envi.onmcnr in town platrnnrg r.d

A.cordnr8 t. lhc rurhor a notable
so.ietal.hanse in vxlus and dntude
tow:rds the .nvn.ndrnL rmons ri.o
fc$ionals and ]arpeopl€ s nos org
ohg,.cflcrtcd u thc nrcr.asing w.igh(
pui on rhc p.sltilr inrera.non wirh
niture r th. cvc.yJ,y hab,tus. TIrs
fnndamenral .h!ng. n illusrrared wnh
rdcrence ro the etf. { rhar have beef
made to improve rhc surroudings oi
Reykjavik, pa{i.ul.ny wfcre dre frur
iulinter.dion oi n2turc a.d urbi.ILfe
ii thc dcsisn of Dew xreas h.s becf

Th. d,nd r.,l lnDl sc(ion ofdr
book focuses on the nclhoJs uscd ro
.oni( urbas arcas b diff.rcnr
2spcc$ oI $c crvnolnrnr. Exanpl6
rrt sivcn of inc $ a_vs nr whi.h ihr
axnous .L{mcnts of nature xre refle.
rd i. Lrb.i srrr(nrs md dr bGri
oo of.difiti.s dcr.mrd br land us
DlJn\.
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BOOKS
fhn n iLlu$atd in cla.on to four

rr.herypnal e]€mflts, fte ciqs relari
on ro sarer, ih€ inierpla-r wtrh nature
*nhii and adj.ccnr tu $..r), ihe
ctf.G oI seoihc.mrl rcsolrces on rh€
urlh frm, and rir "whlch has thr
iL.crio. !idciinrg rh..ir!s fh.c in
dne and spac€' (!age 111).

Eaanples fouow fion Ik-vkj.vik
rDd n! cn!trons, illunra rg the.on'
necnon of rhe.itr to sdta.enr rreas,
th. tuufacc wtrh th. sakrfronr and
ihc rnplicario!\ of, and oppotunri€s
aifrdd ty, rh. \*.ial natunl coldi
ri.ns in l(l.nd. r_inally ihr str.ifi.s ol
.onne.tins ncishbourho.ds and huil.
dinSs to .p$ slaces are dF.ussed.

ln thc book rh. author dcpids a

vnid illxsr ri.n of Rdkiaviks urba'
iibric, ho* n hrs cv,nrcd.vcr tin(
and how iG rnrei.o.ieci,on qi n.ru'

't hc arft.r.hoolcs a conrrchoNi
!c approach in his analvsi\j crcomprs
\n,g trorh thc nrtuEl rnl .un m,dc
rsrcc,5 o{ fic cnnn.nn.nt, and maks
d,. in'p.rr,n oinc.rnr hd$ccn
ongoing soclal and e.onomi. changc
and iis nnpa.i upon the n,turalenvi-
ronment and fte urban forn. lhe con
nc(l.n b${ ccn thc diflcrent rLcnretrts
is hrndlcd clcanr addrc$,ng the
nnpl,.mons oI su.h dcvd.rflcnts t(,
rsle.G ofrld dav IiL,.ilcdivdv
illu$rar.d b_v ennrrlcs from I.clanJ N

r whole and from l1€rktarik, both in
txt and thronsh ntrm(ous illu*rati
.ns, photographs and d.awing th.t
make the publi.ation boih .olourtul
and arc.ssiblc to a {.idc audicnec.

Such icnhdic plcrsu..s rtu t. thc
f.rc h th. dtnd r.tion.fdre book.
wh e the pottrnal and linnEions of
I.clands nrtural rvnonmcnt {or
urbm deaelopnrnr.nd Llesls. arc prr

laradoxr.all) hov.r( rvhit is t.F
haps tbe $.onBcst F.,.t.f thls w.rk
m.v nrlc l,.lc\\ nrm oLr ro b. ia
A.hiu.s h.el. Thc aurho6 im!rcsio
ni$ir and rarher nonnitile app.or.h
to urbxn design lrovides us snh
nurcrous clanplcs.f wh,r mrv b.
co.sidcred (o bc Bood Pra.ricc ii (h(
ficld, yc! rhcsc rcco"lmc.,litiois,.c
prcdo'nr'antly hrrd o , ind ntu{r.-
td th.o!sh, dr 3udrotr !trsoMl
v,c{s and dFicn.cs. r\s su.h thc
ronjutnc reader (oi the Ensllsh lans
uas€ tr.nsl.tion) is prcscntcd with .!
adnnabk...ount of u.ban dcYclop
mcnt in lccl:rd, hut onL vhilh is

bcrdi ofan a.cNsiblc contct(,ai o.
(hcorcrical.lcncnr hcloi!l rtrc aurhors
o{1 tcrsonal rc$hdic.

The books sreare$ nEn8dt b ts
.ccessibilita r.d ihe authors hlcnt (or

cr(.tins lu. prcru.cs Ms rdtr,l'rblc
.s n i\ cni{,vible Th..on.lusn,s ar.,
srv.n (h. rpsl.i!,logicrl,tf(),.h
hoMe-. n...$r.,lv pe^.nal,.nd

have p{haps heur rr.dred at the
cxpens. oj thc pubLc ions own rse
rrch sig.lricanc..l'c.haps a srrarcr use

anf apph...o! oi th! urban rl(sii.n
lirritr( woultlharr rih.n(d rhn
rstcc( ol (h( trbli.i(n,r. rholgh ol
.ou6c ths r'.uld hiv. sigritl.trnd-y
dunecd thc mannd and ionc oI dr
rexi itsclf. Ihc book providcs an oris,
nal.pProach to thc cxi,n,nriion !{
rh. hisn,ici l dcvclopmo! , ) l I(1ands
urbrn cnvi.on rrnt, pr.tictr1a.ly rs ir
pcruins tu rh. orBoing inreFrelanons
hiF h.Mc.n rown rnd.ounrq

To .on.lude, this text proYides an
Lmror.nr .onr,buion ro rhe dn.nsr
on o! rown planning and r.baf dtsrgn
,n lccland, ard thus sEnili.r,riv rdd!
tu d,c.ais !g ln r.turc.n thn topic
Th.l,ook n{lfsill \!tuly b. n'.d pr!
ducliv.ly hY thosc wo.kins pn,f$\i,l
rrllt wnh isucs..h! g !r n,sr tlar
n1ng, uban design, arctitecture and
l.nds.ape .r.h,tectue. Vhilst in addi
tion t nut s€ne io awnkins inrere$ n
thc !rpi. amon,. tho$ uho do not
h.vc a pro(Gslonal balkground ln
rhsc ricu\ li, th( al.nc n rll)u]d l,r

An lnteghtedr,hole
Reykiavik 2000i lcel.nd UniveEity

eg

of Esroni". Lan'ia rrd

Regions ofrhe B.lti. Stares 6

book nid.cd, stuff.d lvnh

l<n.1! about thc go..,l

n ons

i
$

d
_{

''the ddinne h.ndbook". wh"t is
meanr, oi.ours, is'rhe dehnnire

necessary to Put our r new edition.
Sufficc n to say th.t this is a vcry

\andboo!", bui thar n an cxasser.ri
... No book..nLai.ing up{. drrc
si!tisti.rl iifonn,rn r, :urvcvs.l.ur
rent conditions economic, !olni.d
"nd 

n$trutional can d,im i{r bc th.
la$ word.ln s! of th€e -reatr. ! Lot

of rhc infffmarn,r ard.orrcqucndr
nun, ofrhe asr$menrs ur thr publi
.anoD w l htrvc danlred and ,t wiu be

wth inturrs in thc Bahi. Shrcs, you
! u0L rlt,rd {,, le!( honr witholr
thn nmeh rnd verv rhoroush sunei.

r,dcis and o$- busir$sir.n

\l L..h sxrvcy n d.rri1.d rtrd

The bulk of rhe publi.ation .onsirs
of t1 r.gional sunc$ of thc 15
Lrtonian counties lmaakond), the 26
Laann disknts (19 rajons ud fic
seye. li.lpils.ras, i.e. bis ciiics) 2nd
fi.allr', I nhurnlr! l0.onnrics lapskri

pu$ mo{ o'h( handbo.ks
afL;s io shamc, .1nain

lv n,rnv oI lhc publi.r(iors on

Eu(pe3tr regn)naL rifairs put oxi b,
thc Furopem aomnnssioD that a.e
mared l]-I the annquiry of dr fi8ures.

ror on.c the label indrspensabk is
righi. If -vou are a bureau.rat, planner,
rescarcher or polnician eho nccds h

nu6ber .nd .omposnion
rrn$, g.neal eon,nr 1nd,

id by a map shosing the
ns place in the country.

fisu€s on touGm dd d,ta on (o
22 rc!RNAL

tional facilitiB and nombu of stud;ts


