
FROM COMMENTS on the BOOK "M6tun fromtfdar"(2075)
and its English edition "Shoping the Future" (2075)

(Pubt. on p.793 in both the books: fhe book con be reod on www.hi.is/-tv)

Joe MGBRIDE PhD, Professor at the LAEP Department, University of California, Berkeley: ...

"shoping the Futurc should be required reoding in intrcductory cou6es in orchitecturc'

londscope orchitectute, ond urbon plonning fot its insiqhts into the lield of plonning in the

2oth century ond its obitity to inspie students to be couruqeous, creative'thinkers."

calen CRANZ PhD, Protessor at Dept of Architecture UC, Berkeley | "l see... thot you hove

served tcelond wholeheoiedly ond devotedly. "

Gudmundur Freyr ULFARSSON PhD, Professor of Tra nssportation Engineering at

Department of CE Engineering at the University of lceland: ,., "fhe book does therefore not

only prcsent historicol knowledge but is olso o guide forword, which shows us the impottonce

of thinking for oheod..."

Birgir.,ONSSON, Associate Professor of Geological Engineering at the CE Department at the

University of lceland: "...where he heovily ctiticizes modernism in orchitecture (chorocterized

by boxes), but insteod embruces clossicol ond troditionol otchitecture...."

Hrafn GUNNLAUGSSON, film director: ... "ln my mind Volsson is the most originol thinker in

lcelond os it comes to plonning. He hos creoted lorye scole ideos thot seem to see into the

future, not just oround the nert corner, but olso the next corner oftet thot too. "

Harpa THORSDOTTIR, Director ofthe lcelandic Museum of Design]. "... Volsson hos crcoted

systems ond processes of thought for his multifoceted design...fherc he brings his fettile

creotivity undet control with o rotionol opptooch, which is olwoys the bose for excellent

design."

Sigurdur 6RLYGSSON , painlei "... Here his sensitivity to personolities, ond o tremendous

visuol to le nt, is reveo led."

Petur H. Armannsson, architect: "... ln this book the foremost futute thinker of the notion'

Trousti volsson, looks bock" .... it should be on essentiol reoding for students ond onyone

interested in the history oI ideos, plonning ond the shoping of the built envionment "

GODDuR - Gudmundur Oddur Magnusson, Profusgor at the lcelandic Academy of Art: " '

The book is voluoble becouse it is sincere, rcveoling ond condid"'" "" The book is o

messenger, bosed on infomotion, knowledge ond wisdom!"'
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Excerpts from comments on "SHAPING THtr FUTURE":
From the address ofGUNNLAUGSSON, P me Minister of lceland. at the opening ofthe
Valsson exhibition in the National Library of lceland on October I st 2015: " ... to see all this
story together in this book, shows yor.r how unique Valsson's work is and how diverse it is...
In many areas. which are extremely important... Valsson's contribution has actually been
invaluable". "... I wish to congratulate Valsson on his tremendous work: Great feats in the
various fields of planning".

From the speech of HILMAR BRAGI JANUSSON, Dean ofthe School ofEngineering and

Natural Sciences at the opening ofthe exhibition and the publishing ofthe book SHAPINC
THE FUTURE in the National Library oflceland on l/10 2015: "... In other words; Valsson

has presented to us, and advised us, how to work with large and small ideas based on abstract

thought ... It is a great honour to work with you, and best thanks for your contribution to the

University of Iceland... "

From a review by BALDUR KRISTJANSSON. Cand Theol and sociologist. in his 6/o9page
Eyjun. on 2l - 10.2015. "l haven't met anyone else yet, who gets the same amount of ideas, and
also not one who is in the position. .. and has the education necessary, to implement them...
Men like Valsson are often buried very early by a narrow and conservative society... (but he
has).-. the book is a source-book ofhistory and ideas. It must be a required reading for all
those who intend to shape our future in some way... A tenific book and a fun to read".

Book review by STEFAN OLAFSSON, Professor of Sociology. Univ. of lceland Published

.lirst in lceldndic in Eyjan. 1().12.2015:

,,Valsson has been a very imaginative designer and presented many large scale planning ideas

that some have lived for a long time. The rcot ofthis is that Valsson has been not been shy to

think out ofthe box.... It is. however. a sign ofValsson's knack that he has succeeded. more

than most people, in presenting more innovations than others".

JOHANNES BJORN. author. Blog post l2l12 15: "Whether people like or dislike his unique

ideas, there is no doubt that Valsson is superior in his field, with a deep understanding ofthe
profession."

ORNOLFUR HALL. architect. Blog post 20/12 15: "A great source ofinformation on

plaruring issues by Master Valsson. A healthy reading lbr all scholars and commoners. A
sound, informative and instructive reading for the planning authorities in Reykjavik & the

planning authorities of the State".

HRAFN GUNNLAUGSSON. film director. Comment on FB 16/9 '15: "A priceless work".

THORODDUR BJARNASON, Professor. Comment on FB 15/10 '15: "Absolutely a great

book...".

SIGURDUR INGOLFSSON, designer. Commentary on FB 31/10'15: "An epoch making

work. both in appearance and content. Gives the tone for forthcoming biographies and is a

good memorial document about our'68 generation".
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autobiography and a 'ptofes-
sional testament' of 'l rausti Yalss<n (born in Re1'k_

jar iL. Iceland. rn 19,{(,). a long umr planning pro-
fessor at the Univetsity of Iceland, societal actirist
on plannrng tssucs anrJ a man rvifi strong oprni,'ns
and furure r"isions. The book tclls the life-story of
the author since his carll'childhtx until his tc-
oremcnr ar the age of -0. lr is an rntrrcscing com_

pilatioo of architectutal and plaoning history of
modetn times as well as of the opinions, aims and

petsonal matutauon of the author

Gtowing up to become a plannet and an
academic
Thc first half of the book tclls the storv of an ac

ove man wtth numerous and scrong tpinions. trv
ing to 6nd his placr in a raptdll changng socien.

It descdbcs the author's ioutne,v ftom the small

and disconnectcd island-statc Iceland, to Iletlin
for education, and then to Bcrkeiet', California,
fot doctoral studtcs, to becomc an environmental
planaing specialist. This part of the book is an in-

spiring reading for anvonc interestcd ifl atchitec

turc and city planning, as 'l'rausu Valsson does not
hesitatc to express his thoughts about the develop

ments in thesc liclds and the paradigms that have
shaped these disciplincs. \flhether one accepts his
licrvs or opposes the'lj., Shapi* rr l:'alffe aoes not
lcarc ,,nc c,,ld or thoughtlcrs. Thc pcrspcctivc is

mosdv intcrnational, and hence 6t for global au

dicnccs. lrlanv global professi<nals are mentioned
br namc as the author credrts or criticizes thetr for
Tvhat thev havc accomplished in their ptofessional
6elds or fot their roles in his life.

A design theorist, societal activist, and tadical
visionary
The secondhalf of thc book concenttates predom-
inand_v on the profcssional career of the author as

the 6tst professor of planning at the Univetsity of
Iceland, a dcsrgn theorist as hc dcscdbes himselt
an actnist in local planning and societal devclop
ment atd a \isionarv snth bold and original futtte
risions fot his country This part of the book will
certainlv raisc much interest and polemic in the

political and planning spheres in Iceland, paticu-
Iarly in the capital regon. Agarn, Valsson does not
bothct to hide his opinions or to be polite; he talks

openl,v about u'hom he found good to work with
ot doing the right things, as well as whom he sa.rv

as an obstacle to the right kind of development.
'l'his patt can be seen as a sort of a 'Professional

testalnent', uhich lays out what might hale oth
etwise been lcft unsaid and suaightens what may

hal_c been misunderstood or left unnoticed. This
is all relayed thtough thc story of a man who rvas

enthusiasuc about his ric'ws on the planning and

derclopment,,f his countrl Thus. it is an intercsr

ing ovenieu, of thc development that occurred in
Iccland as well as a ptovocative opinion piece of a

man who is highl1'tespccted in his communio', but
who has not withheld cxptessing riervs diffcrcnt
from the marnstream and thus ended up in nu
metous ptofessional confrontations Quoting the

book: <cities and buildings ,ue much mole murr-

dane and ugly in our modem times than they wete

earlieo (p. 145); dn erchitecture modemism led
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to cold, inhuman buddings afld cities. The impact
of this architecture has in rnany places be€n very
bad arrd has led to alienarion and crimeu (p. 36);
<all these issues had become ptomioent in Europe
about 6ve years earlier and it was tettible that we
were tealising a plan in this modetnistic spirit after
other nations had learned, from bad experience,
how terdble such plaaning wao (p. 55).

Still shaping the future
In his book, Trausti \ralsson describes several big
thoughts and initiativcs whicl, are vet to material-
ize, but potefltialll. ifl the future u'ill catry his name
as (onc o$ the 6rst ptoponents. Maybe the most
important among these is his idea about a countiy
plan for Icelatd, *'hich he has for long proposed
as thc highest hierarchy ler.el of planning for Ice-
Iand (applicable to othet counttics as well). He also
pteseflts a suggestion for such a plan - that is to
rnake the currendy uninhabited highland areas and
patticulady the geographic center of the countrv
the ncw Capital ciq of the coun[y \\'ith good toad
connccoons to all the main drrecgons. He descdbcs

rhe hrstr,rl ,,f this proposal fr,m carlt interest to
disappointments regarding the implcmentation of
this higher letel c,f planning and erccuirng certon
accepted parts of his plan. Thc futute will tell if his

r.ision of Iceland comes uue.
Anothet example of his visionary thinking telates

to the cvcr growing global problem of the climatc

change. Again. he does not follow the mainsueam.

but says that we should accept that thc wotld is

changing and concentrate on thinkiog rvhat it
mcans to us - particulatly in the 6eld of planning.

He prcsents his thoughts on a global-lcrel plaflning

approach to climatc change adaptation. In his r-i-

sion the world's 'gtatity center' mores towards thc
global North where tl,te maioriqv of thc landmass

lic, and of which vast flew areas become habitable

along with sarming climate - rvheteas in thc cur_

rent sphere uf human s(tdcments many rcgrons

become uninhabitable. Ultimatcly, in his vision the

North Pole becomes the center point of the globe.

,\gain, the futute will reveal if his vision holds.

A stoty of an academic
,\long with all else, .f haping lbe l;atan dcscibes :Jte

academic cateer of Trausti Valsson from the 6rst

steps to his impact on planning education in Ice
Iand. He summaizes his books and gives an oler
riew on his main academic articles, making this a

sourcebook for an intetested teader to further in-
formation about the issues he brings up. Thc rcad-
cr also gcts to see inside a man x'ho is eaget about
learning new things aod adapting himself and his
work to the chanfles in the surrouoding socieg* and
the world.

Thinking on sevetal levels
The book moves back and forth among ser,'etal

levels, from small details related to the family, the
work and thoughts of the author, all the way to
global problems and thcir potential solutions. He
can 6rsr drscus. r-he imporrance,,,f t,rnaments in
creating beautiful cities, or the academic evaluauon
svsrcm at t}le Uniyersiq of Iceland and then jump
ro discussrng thc dctelopment of architccrure. or
hou, the global uarming u,ill shape the v,orld. This
randomness scems like his aim and a deliberate
choicc, and increases the appeal of the book.

Srong visual exptession
Sl)aPinZ lhe F tne is 

^ 
risual piece in addition to

its texrual content. In the book, Valsson describes

how he u'otks on his book writing, beginning from
a stucture, continuing with visualizatiots and only
afrerrtzrJs producrng the acrual rcxt. Thrs ts aPfar
ent ifl thc book, wherc each page has its own illus-
uatrons: photos, &awings, sketches, frgurcs, plans,

etc. Thesc certainly add to the attracuveness of the

book and appeal to readers with a lisual approach.

Conclusion
.f LqPin! tbe F tffe tells thc life story of a mao with
a great desirc to understand the world and leam

about it - who someirnes dtaws too eat\ his

sffong conclusions, but then sometimes, he also

enlisions verv carly what actuall,v happens much

latcr It is afl intetesong autobiograph,v that goes

bcyood thc life description of an iodividual, plac-

ing the development of planning and human set-

tlemcnt desrgn within the context of the modem
world hrstorv. How Trauso Valsson puts it. ''wrc
ing the book - as a s'holc _ had the goal to create

an oven iew of what is most influential in shaping

our enlironment and our futute) (p. 191)

(lbld.m) Plonum neodlngs
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Texte int6gral

The book Shoping the FutureLby Trausti valsson ftorn 1946 in Reykjavik,

Iceland) is an intertwined narratir€ ofthe author's biography and a history of
planning ideas durin8 his career. It is a Iifetime perspective of an Icelandic

architect, planner, theoretician and the firct and to this date only professor of
planning at tle University of lceland. It provides the author's pe$pective on

what shaped major idelogies in planning and urban desiSn in th€ westem

world as well as in Iceland in post war times, a period of challenges concerning

the planning discipline and the shaping ofcities. The book gives insight into the

planning history of Reykjavik, the capital of lceland, in a penod the author is

particularly familiar with. Further, it explains the authofs cortribution and

efforts to the planning of the city of Reykjavik in a period of 50 years, his

contribution to tle development of the freld of planninS, and his wide

involvement in public discussion. It is a story of a well_educated individual with

new and interdisciplinary ideologies fiShting for knowledge-based planning in

a young society, influenced by the cdtical mind of the hippi€s. During the

period in question, a large part of the current urban form of th€ Reykja\ik

capital area was developed. In an honest way, Trausti Valsson tells about his
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experiences and planning ideas, and puts them into an historical context. What
is special about being among the first planners in such a small society is that it
involves the challenge and responsibility one must take, the variety of task
and, as a consequenc€, tle wide or€rview one gains during a lifetime career.

For this rcason, and because the book is an important source of er€nts and
attitudes fiom an important period in urban development, the book is relevant
to everyone interested in planning, the development of cities and the challen8es

one may meet when shapin8 the built environment.
The text is supported by a series of illustrations and figures. The figures both

rcflect tle society at the time, the authot's life, and the delelopment of urban
areas, architecture and art, both in lceland and internationally. The book also

includes art work and sketches that constitute an important part of the
author's interest and practice from a young age. The book is divided in four
periods and seven main sections, based on the author's life-phases. These

include the author's childhood in Reykiavik, his studies of architecture in
West-Berlin in the revolutionary yeam of the '68 generation, the years as

employee at the (planning) development office in Rey\iavik, the PhD lcars in
Berkeley in California, and the years after returning to lc€land, until he

eventually became the first Professor in PlanDirg at the UniveNity of Iceland.
During his career, Valsson moved from the small scale ard temporary to the

large scale and long term. As a young man he was i[terested in drawing
portmits ard in furniture design, then in architecture and building design until
he started working with physical structurcs, planning proposals first in the
Re,\ia\ik capital area and then Iceland as a irhole. During the last period ofhis
career he focused on long-term environmeltal concems of the Earth and
attempts to see things in a larger perspective.

During his years in Berlin, valsson became interested in morphologi and in
typologies of forms and s]'stems for environmental design. He also de\cloped a

critical doubt about modemistic architecture and planning, and became

interested in shaping cities and societies. The years at th€ R€ykjarik

Development office, I^'here he worked after Sraduation in Berlin in 1972, were

characterized by envimnmental awakening. In tlis period, valsso! worked on

many important proposals and became more and more interested in
environmental theones and the big picturc. This led him to start working on a

plan for Iceland and the value of natural resources for settlements in lceland.

In 1979 he went to Berkeley in California and soon after, in 1980, started his

PhD in environmental planning. Valsson became acquainted witl, amon8

others, lan McHarg, Buckminster Fuller and Christopher Alexander who

influencedhis PhDwork.In his thesis he dereloped a design theory by studying

form characteristics of the worldviews of West and East and how this could be

applied in design.

In 1988, a year after Valsson returned to Icela[d fiom the US, he became

associat€ professor and later full professor in planning at the Engin€ering

Faculty of the Unive$ity of lceland. The last part of this book describes his 27

years at the Univ€Isity. When he retired in z016 he was still tle only person

who had worked as a professor of planning at an Icelandic University.

valssons's life's work has been charactenz€d by interest and urge to shaPe

the society in a positive way. At the same time he has been energetic in putting

the subjects of planning into discussion in society. The book is in my mind an

important sourc€ on el€nts and aftitudes from the recent past and therefore

essential reading for students and anyone interested in the history of ideas,

planning, and the shaping of the built en'ironment.
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Book review by Stefan Olafsson, Professor of Sociology, Univ. of Iceland
P,tblishedfiBt in lcelandic in Efidn, 10, t 2.2015:

MOTLI]\I FRAMTIDAR (SHAPING THE FUTURE) . AS oFFERED BY T. VALSSoN
The book "Shaping the Future: Ideas - Planning Design.,, was recently published by Trausri
Valsson. a Professor ofPlanning at the University of lceland.
This is an unusual bookl a kind ofa professional biography. Valsson explains his university
studies, the d€velopment ofhis ideas and his career, in the context ofthe philosophy of
planning ideas and the zeilgei.r/ ofthe community. This is a very good overview ofValsson,s
work and his development as a planner and designer.

Valsson has been a very imaginative designer and prcsented many large scale planning ideas
that some have lived for a long time. The root ofthis is that Valsson has been not been shy to
think out ofthe box. He has therefore often got into conflicts with ridge men. who resist going
beyond ideas that are accepted and commonplace.

Original and fertile men like Valsson often have difficulty getting ahead in groups ofnarrow-
minded and conservative people. They are. therefore, often "taken out" or excluded as being
misfits or eccentdc. It is. however. a sign ofvalsson's knack that he has succeeded. more than
most people. in presenting more innovations than others.

Examples on this - still on the agenda ofthe national debate - are many decades old ideas that
originally came ftom him- Some are. even today, a source ofconflict.
Valsson's biggest idea is perhaps the idea ofmoving Reykjavik Airport from Vatnsmyri in rhe
center ofReykjavik to landfills on the skerries of Skerjafiiirdur, and ro use the Vatnsmyri
Area for center- and residential functions. By doing so he also wanted to connect the Old City
Center and the Vatnsmyri with bridges to Kopavogur and Alftanes peninsulas.

Other major ideas fiom Valsson are. for example. the Sounds' Highway, the South Coast
Road, the Highland Roads. the densification ofsettlements. improved mixing ofworkplaces
and residential areas. better utilization ofthe coastline. etc.

The Faults ofModernism in Design
Valsson began his studies in Berlin when it was a center ofvibrunt modemism in architecture.
He focuses heavily on the flaws of modemism: the cold and the raw ofthis style, and the huge
apartment-blocks ofthe suburbs, and describes the sterile and the mechanical designs ofLe
Corbusier and Walter Gropius.

In his graduate studies at the University of Califomia, Berkeley, he got to know the softer side
ofdesign, more classical styles, and also the value ofintegration and environmental planning.
He presents Berlin's mechanical and military design as the counterpart to Paris's soft. diverse
and classic desigr. Paris has won the prize in Valsson's mind. Most people would agree with
that.

In fact, Valsson sees faults in most aspects ofraw modemism and blames it for many ofthe
greatest planning disasters ofthe twentieth century. Reykjavik has many examples ofthe
faults of modemism. e.g. the long apartment-blocks in Breidholt III and also some bad
examples ofold and new planning ideas, e.g. about clearing away buildings in the classical
old settlement and to replace them with boxJike high-rises.
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Valsson says that it is only by luck that the old City Center in Reykjavik has not been

destroyed by such plans, such as involving the demolition ofTorfan and the construction of
boxlike high-rises there and elsewhere, in the spirit ofthe Morgunbladid high-rise in
Adalstraeti.

An idea ofa motorway through the old G{otathor? Village and the constuction ofindust al
buildings on the entire nothem coast ofReykjavik - that has, for example. meant the

destruction ofthe views to the Sounds and Mountain Esja (for example fiom Laugames to

Ellidaarvogur) - these are ideas of modemism and segregation (zoning) that Valsson does not
like. This one can agree with.

In light ofvalsson's harsh criticism of modemism, t find it a little amusing that I have the
privilege of living in one ofthe only two residential buildings in the Capital Area that Trausti
Valsson has designed. In fact, this is a modemistic, functional-style house with a spacious

garden, but not a tall apartment block in the spirit ofcropius. This is prefty nice house that

manages to blend well with the garden... more in the spirit ofthe Falling water House

designed by Frank Lloyd wright than in the spirit ofthe Bauhaus designers that Valsson

criticizes.

The lesson I take from this is. that modemism can be both good and bad. Classic design also.

People should not approach and treat policies in design and planning in a singular way. The

same should also apply to politics.
Dogma and singlemindedness are always dangerous bedfellows.

Trausti Valsson's book. SHAPING THE FUTURE, contains an interesting discussion of
planning and design issues, and gives a good overuiew ofa fruitf'ul and busy life- Valsson can

iook back proudly as he now retires ftom the University oflceland, after having reached the

age of seventy.

Hopefully, however, he continues to think out ofthe box and to bring challenging inputs into

the debate on planning issues.
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AreviewbyBaldurKristjaNso&candTheolrndsociologist,of''ShapingiheFuture''.
i ,.liriiui"in*ii^Tiennaic on xrxtiansson's blos pdse Evian' on 21'10'2015'

.SUCH MEN ARE USUALLY BURIED EARLY"

while I was still in charge ofsomething, I 8ol Trausti Valsson to give.u lt:t::t-'l: t'nod ubou'

some "mind blowing" things that concemei the Church His presentation \&as as.expected'

ii*"*r,"i'rri"".,1"]r|r" "i..n"" 
*o, ttt"ip."ple could pay a ponion oftheir parish church dues'

to a church oftheir choice.

PeoDle in lhe westem pan of Reykjavik could' for instance' choose to give a part oftheir fee to a

:ilI:; ;il:;l';'il i"irlr''i'iJun"""JJoing 'o fo"'lutv 'aw 
rt'iir churches rrom decal and

i.r,a.,i"". "t,fri, 
moved a\ra) \ol all were cJnvinced Valsson ho\re\er'lold me nol lo rlorry

too much, because new id.as *o'to nted ubout ten years offermentation' before they could

become accepted ideas.

Recentlv. I saw a similar idea raised at a local govemment level' e i thal people that had moved

l;;:]:ffiil;;; ;,"i.ip"ri') ,o p'rii'i'"Jues becau'e as man) ha\e a church $here their

i"r,i i.- if,o.. ."r" 
"f.o 

have a home r"ere lheir hean d\ ells'

rhis ideafromthe svn:d. r,""'l TLlfX'i$:.'J:i:"XT;:,lT[:::[ff:lilXi5:i;",:,T-'
of"a book oflife". It gives an overvtew

Dortrait. but rather is it a kind of sett'-uoJin which Valsson follows his life' his work' and the

H;J;: il;o,.,,*.. ;;Ji.pi""nt'a-- ut t'lls about the battles he has fousht ror them'

As a matter olfact, I worked with valsson at lhe City of Relkjavik Delelopment Oflce forty

\ears aso. as ne\ ideas uere finding thei' ""i l"to if-"i"g ifte De\etopmenl Omce engaged in

i;;:il,i[;iliil;'*"'i." 'rtr,rei"' "r,ri'i]u'ct'iiecr' 
uit-m"' otur'son l hiq happened nor least

;;"hffi;;il iilJui'.o., una r'u'ing 
"'laxed 

attitude to leadins the otrce'

From a distance. I collld watch valsson go to war. chatlenging accepted ideas on how we could

irr" r, "* ""r"i"t 
fr.w we could tmvellround; for instanie' by r isualizing and diafting' a

;;;;;;;;;;;1;;, the t'igt'tuna'' g'ninn anJ i,nple'entingih' great idea about a ne.t airpon

on I onp Skerries; the i^pt"'n"nung o'atnlt populated areatin Relkjaril and al'o others- etc '

etc.

Fufihermore, Trausti has conceived off' and presented ideas as relates to lceland's location close

:Jili;;; ffi;i;. 
""d 

h"t a*t'ii"l 'il neo possitilities rhar open up r'rith the melting sea-

ice thal comes \ ith global warming'

I haven't met anyone else yet. who gets ihe same amount of ideas' and also nor'one who is in the

p".rii""... 
""a 

i".,r,".au.ution.n"i"*ui;ln*.*.*.j,:l;::1,"1";l[l"l*i::li';'"T*o
a university position' of an as-soclatep

uh\ Men like valsson u'" on"n otlnJ"f-"a'|1 by a nurro* and.consenatire tociet) lhey

;i:lifi: ;rid;;;"g"b-d' "' 
dt-lt' b't not val"on! ProbablY he is more like the mouse

that creeps with his sil"nt ,ottn"tt uii oniigott a' ra' as postltte He was rhe right man for his

times, with the right typ" ort"'p"*rn"itlni iun no*' upptoutt'ing 
'e!enty' 

look back proudly

over the road Passed.

And the book is a source-book ofhistory and ideas lt must be a required reading for all those who

intend lo shape our fut," in 
'ornt 

*ui 
,n.ItJ 

ior"itlot" *lo ao tittli rnore lhan looking back l he

bool' eren includes a sfto't_ffrn o'tt rit tflo]" t t'o u'" too tutt to read - A terrific book and a fun

to read.
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Thomas Priestley, Plr D in Environmental planning, in a letter to valsson 20lZ:

I havejust finished reading SHAPING THE FUTURE. As I mentioned to you recently
after I started reading it, I have found your memoir to be interesting on a number of
different levels.

Many ofthe things that you \.!,rite about are things that we have discussed, so it was
interesting for me to be reminded ofthem, and perhaps more importantly, to see them in
the laxger context of your life and the development of your ideas.

I have to say that I am very impressed by the volume ofall ofyour wdting over the
years and your advocacy for sound planning in Reyjavik and at the national scale.

In reflecting on your book, one ofthe things I have been thinking is that in planning
and design education, it is very important to give students exposure to the wbole range of
paradigms that are out there for establishing the intellectual framework \Mithin which
design takes place. It is also important that students leam cdtically evaluate them and
understand the positive contributions that they have made and also theil negative

domsides.

I think that a critical review of the competing paradigns can be provided in courses in
architectural history, planning history, and planning theory. In fact, I think that I got some

ofthis in my plaruring education here in the US. Something that I still have a good visual
memory ofis a cover of an issue of the Joumal of the American planning Association
published in 1971 or 1972 that had humorous cartoons porhaying the various paradigms

ofplanning and urban design and the relationships between them. When I have a

moment, I will see if I can find this and if I can, I will serd a copy to you.

An,.\ray, for me, the exposure to the idea of paradigms and the need to think critically
about them inoculated me liom becoming a aue believer in Modemism and the many

faddish ideas that architectu.al designers in particular are too ready to adopt and hold

tightly to.

Now that I have finished reading SHApING THE FUTURE, the next book that I wilt
read all ofthe way through is CITy AND NATURE. Now that I understand that City and

Natue is ess€ntially the material that was in your ph.D. dissertation, I will have a

perspective for understanding where the ideas developed. Also, I will be interested to see

you present the ideas when you had the time to put them into a book format.

m



On 'Shdping the Future"

Published on Trausti Valsson's FB-page on 8. september 2017

https://www.facebook.com/ShapingtheFuturebook/

"Beautiful and Useful"

I was very pleased to receive the book "Shaping the Future" by Trausti Valsson. We got to
know each other in the early 80's in California. Trausti was a doctoral student at Berkeley

and I worked at Stanford across the Bay. We became good friends and have kept track of
each other ever since. We are both retired now, Trausti from the University of lceland and I

from NTNU in Trondheim. At first, when I looked through the book, it felt good and I found it
to be beautiful. Later on, when I had read and digested the contents, I found it to be useful.

"Shaping the Future" bears witness to Trausti Valsson's role as an activist and pioneer in the
field of planning in lceland; he draws with a large brush. As I read the book, it struck me that
Valsson's field of work affects all citizens. We are all affected by our constructed

environment. TraustiValsson's book illustrates how each house and building connects to
business, industries and institutions, and how all roads and highways form the whole into

the network of our modern society. Not to forget harbours and airports. lt is a great

individual achievement to produced such a beautiful book with 700 figures and illustrations.

On the way, the reader is reminded of many past and current issues of our times. An

example being the impact of global working in the High North.

On reading the book, it was interesting to follow Trausti Valsson's career from secondary

school to university professor. Reflections from his personal life, that Trausti weaves into the

narrative, reminds me of some of my own life and career. The photo of Valsson as little boy

on page 16, is almost the same as a picture of me at the same age, both taken in Reykjavik

by the same photographer. lt gives an opportunity for reflection. The strongest picture in the

book is on page 123, a self-portrait by the author caught in a depression following

completing his doctoraldegree. I rememberTrausti from that time; it is perhaps therefore

the picture speaks to me.

Trausti valsson has always been true to himself. He has not lost sight of his goals, in spite of
having encountered many difficulties. Trausti follows the time-proven rule of "never give

up". An example being when Trausti writes about the time he wanted to publish a book with

a well-known publisher in the United States. When the publishing did not materialize, Trausti

remembers that "this was a tremendous disappointment". Not everyone is open enough to

tell about such feelings. But TraustiValsson tells about his feelings, presumably because he is

free and fearless in his thoughts; a true artistl

t6n Steinar Gudmundssov ProJessot Emeritus ot NTNU in Trcndheim, Notwoy

1



TRAUSTI VALSSON: H0W P0LITICAL AND
CULTURAL MOVEMENTS HAVE SHAPED

THEORIES OF DESIGN AND PLANNING
THURSDAY, Oq126113 4:30PM - 5:30PM

.3,1 $ ryyllIEt r4!L 3q-Dr=qEtEL

Landscqpe Arc!itsctgrej!q_E!{ilolrllgta.L Planning. The

speaker will be T.austi Valsson, Professor of Planning at
the University of lceland.

Valsson received his Ph.D. in Environmental Design from UC Berkeley in 1987, and

staned teaching at the Ljniversity of lceland a year later, receiving tenure in 2000. He

has written extensively about environmental planning and globalwarming and has

been featured in two films. Valsson has written three books in English: CiJIgId
Ne!!!e - Allltegloted:!/to e, in which he looks at the history of Reykjavik and

argues that the unity of nature and cities elevates architecrwei Pldnning in lceland,
which looks at how planning, nature, and societies interact; and iow the di7iitl
Chanse - with Clobal warminq,which explains that globalwarming might benefit
people who live in the north.

For more information on Trau5ti Valsson, visit hEplila-Qlgldqdi j9&l
<httos://notendur.hi.isltvl> .

/ D 1<*----<-

"Ititinq Mv Autobiography": How Political and cultural
Movements Have Shaped Theories of Design and ,,
Plannins D,-4t{{-" . \Lq,,i\ Lt- E-l* (2"{

loin us for a specialseminar hosted by the Depannls!! gf



Berkeley Events

Professor Trausti Valsson Book Talk

Lecture I November 21 | 1-2 p.m. I 3'l5A Wurster Hall -Z C,LG

Speaker/Performer: Professor Trausti Valsson

Sponsor: Dept. of Environmental Science. Policv. and Momt. (ESPM)

Professor Trausti Volsson gives a tolk on his new book:

SHAPING THE FUTURE

Recently Professor Valsson published his auto-biography: SHAPTNG THE FUTURE. tt

can can be read for free on the net. lt tells e.g about Valsson's studies at TU West-

Berlin from 1967 to 1972, during the height of the East-West tensions. tn 1987

Valsson finished his PhD in Environmental Planning at UC Eerkeley. This was followed

by 27 years of teaching as a Professor of Planning at the University of lceland.

Professor Valsson has published fourteen books. Four of them can be read for free on

his homepage: https://hi.is/"tv/ . These are the four books: Shaping the Future

(2016), M6tun framtidar (2015), Planning in lceland (2003) and How the World will

Change - with Global Warming(2006). The Facebook-page of SHAPING THE FUTURE is

at: https://www.facebook.com/ShapingtheFuturebook/?f ref =ts

@



PUBLISH ES AUTOBIOGRAPHY, SHAPI NG

THE FUTURE

College of Environmental Design alumnus and Professor

Emeritus at the University of lceland Trausti Valsson
<httos://notendur.hi.isl-wl> (PhD Environmental Planning

'87) recently published an English translation of his

autobiography, Shoping the Future,which was first
published last year.

Shaping the Future gives readers Valsson's personal

account of what shaped planning and design in the world
and in lceland as he experienced it in his lifetime. Eeginning with his studies at
Technische lJnive.sitit Berlin in West Berlin from 1967 to 1972, during the height of
the East-West tensions in Berlin, he describes the influence of counterculture and the
revolutionary thinking of hippies on many mechanistic ideas on planning and society.
After finishing in Berlin in 1972, Valsson went on to work for the new Reykjavik

Development and Planning Office where he became one of the main authors of the
first Green Plan, a model for the new settlement areas northeast of the Reykjavik

Peninsula.

LAEP ALUMNUS TRAUSTI VALSSON

From his years at UC Berkeley, where he studied
environmental planning as well as the philosophy of science,

to his 27-year tenure as a professor at the University of
lceland, Valsson details his experiences and the people he

met along the way that helped build his career. Shaping the
Future describes the central projects and ideas Valsson has,

giving insight to how wide the field of his work has been,

"Shaping the Future should be required reading in

introductory courses in architecture, landscape architecture,
and urban planning for its insights into the field of planning

CEO ALUMI{US AND
PROFESSOR EMERITUS AT
II{ E UI.IIVEFSITY OF

ICE!ANO TRAUSTI
VALSSON, PH OTO

vaLSsoN,

in the 2oth century and its ability to inspire students to be courageous, creative-
thinkers," said Professor Emeritus of Landscape Architecture & Environmental
Planning loe McBride <https://ced.berkelev.edu/ced/facultv-staff/ioe-mcbride/>.

Shoping the Future is just one of Valsson's many publications over the years-he is

also the author of over I 50 anicles and l4 books. You can read his latest work for
free online
20Future%20bv%2oTrausti%2ovalsson.odf> .
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Shoping the Future: ldeos-Plonning-Design

Traustl valsson (Professor Emeritus Universi, of

) nos recert, published his auto-

CAN'T FIND

SOMETHING?

Search for:

biography in English, free to read for all:

Shoping the Futurc: ldeos-Plonning-Design

Professor Valsson has published fourteef books. Four

ofthem can be read for iiee on his

Shaping the Future {2016), Motun framtidar (2O15), Planning in lceland (2003)and

How the World willChange - with GlobalWarming (2006)

Book Summary

This book is an auto'biography of Trausti va lsson {b.1946), an lcelandic archited,
planner,landscape architect, theoretician and a professor of planning atthe
University of lceland.lt gives his personalaccount ofwhatshaped planning and

design in the world and in lceland as he experienced it in his llfetime. Valsson

studled architecture and planning atTU Wesl Berlin from 1967 to 1972, during the

height ofthe Easl-West tensions. These were also the hippie yea15, wherethe

revolutionary students helped change many mechanistic ideas on planning and

After finishing in Bedin in 1972, valsson got hired bythe new Reykjavik

Development and Planning Office. There he became one ofthe main authors ofthe
first 6reen Plan and a plan for the new settlement areas tothe Nonh-East ofthe
Reykjavik Peninsula.

During these years valsson started working on a lulure plan ror lceldnd, LonsE!ng,

tor ex6mple. of roads connecting lceldnd s settlements. across the Ceonal A
Highlands. He also starcd an overlay mapping project, mapping both the hazard-

a
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SUBSCRIBE

and resource areas olthe country, which created a basis for his lceland-Plan

proposais- work on this he continued at Berkeley and at the Universily of lceland as

he started teaching there in '1988. l,4a ny of his adicles and books dealwith this

Buckminster Fullerto lceland, Valsson was introduced ro thinking

as a whole, and was intriqued by Fulleis explanations on how

iews can be defined geomenically.

ln 19ao Valsson got admitted to the PhD programme of Environmenial Planning at

-!. lt ' uC Berke etnlalifornia. h the philosophical section oi his dissertation he presented

f . hrs .rgurnenr thai rhe Western. mechanistlc worldview created in science by

Descartes, Bacon, Newton and others in the 17th century- was the underlying

s alienation, and that more holistic and integrative schemes were

Eastern worldviews.

be be$er able to write this section Valsson took three courses in the

Planners also finalised two other books: The Planning History of Reykjavik (1986) and ldeas

philosophy ofscience with PaulFeyerabend, who, following that, sat on his
lsocARP - quatiryins committee.
lntemational
Society ot Cily Valsson s dissertation is called "ATheory of lntegration for Design and Planning -
and Regional Based on the Concept of Complementarity"(1987).During his Berkeley yea rs valsson

rvrriFb 2 ikum s Qi\l the Firstlceland Plan (1987).|n1988 a year after valsson returned to lceland -
he qot an associate professor position in planning atthe Enginee ng Facuttyofthe

FO OW US TOr UOOaIeSI

httos ,/ soc:rD oro /2 01 g.University of lceland, and later a tenured professor position. ln lceland .llstate
' - emillotees retire al70.Ihis importantdate in Valsson-s lifewas Jan 7,2016. Thet 

last pa( of this book describes valsson s 27ye6rs at lhe university.
#rsocarp #rsocarp20l f I

#rsocarpypp #jakarta The title ofthis present book:Shoping the Future - ldeos - Plonning - Design.

describes the centralproiects and ideas ofvalsson.lt gives an insight into how wide

43 comment 13the field of his operation has been- ln his professional life Valsson took an active

part in publialtebate in lceland, for example with his 150 articles and fourteen

books. He has gol many prices in competitions and also other publlc recognition.

PARTNERSHIP

INTERNATIONAL

PLANNING EVENTS

DATABASE

INTERNATIONAL

PLANNING

ORGANISATIONS

DATABASE

ISOCARP

NEWSLETTERS

SHARE YOUR NEWS

WITH US

Comments on the Book

"Shoplnq the Future should be required reoding in introductory courses in

orchitecturc. londscope orchitecturc, ond urbon plonning for its insights into the

fielc! of plonning in the 2oth century ond its obiltty to irspire studerts lo be

courogeous, creotive-thinkels. " Joe t\4cBride PhD, Professor at UC Berkeley

.The book doestherefore not only present historicalknowledge but is also a guide

forward, which shows us the importance ofthinking far ahead..." Gudmundur Freyr

Ulfarsson PhD, Prolessor of Tra nsspodation Engineering atat the University of

''ln my mind Valsson is the most originalthinker in lceland as it comes to planning-

He has created iarge scale ideas that seem to see into the future, notiust around

the next corn€r. but also the next corner afterthat too.." Hrcfn Gunnlaugsson, film

director

"... ln this book the foremostfuture thinker ofthe nation, Trausti Valsson, looks

back" "... it should be an essential reading for students and anyone interested in

the history of ideas. planning and the shapioq ofthe built environment" PetLrx
Armannsson- architect

6R
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Reykjavik's Planning Debacle

n 't'
FiEt+ime visitoE to leland's opit.l ac ofteh struck by the city planninS pakhsork that Reltjavik G. Sdi*{t/e apartreht
buildings, modernist structores rnd old-timey 19th .ent!ry tihber hous eem to b. scattered amongst ore another without rhyme or
reason. A5 you miSht imeine, this wrs tar trom intentional. But .s you l@k around the city, what you are witne$ins h rhe .iw's srowth
in four diE.nsions, a5 the.ity made its way th@eh st.u88l6 edomic, *lal and politiGl, all of which shaped the urban tandscape of

IElE!!]ltirEEo is probably l.eland's most enineot planner. His n* book,'shadn8 the Future', tackles the issues of ptannins and

d6i8n. He t@k ti. tim€ to share with us hs w sot th. Reykjavft that re klw and tove todax for better or mr*.

'We started with this Eurcpean slyle,' he tells us, reierring to the Danish timbar hous6 you find dNntown. "But rc son di5.@red
that re n€eded morc sp.c€, such ar for the univeEity and other inditutions. After W@ld War tt, the erpansion ot Reykiavft realty t@k
off, There was a pl.n m.de in 1948 that ws t@ arand in scale.'

n""ffE
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Out with th. old, In wltft thc lw

By this Trausti mans the.on.ept of zonins: attempting to fulV *parate 6idential, @mmercial and industrial arees- H(rever, the
zeitgeist @n shafted aw.y frcm the old rtyle and into a mre modernist app@h.

'OurinS this Friod p€olle lost interest in the old tpe5 of buildinSs," T.austi explainr'Even as I wes gr@ine op, ..d I w.s born in 1946,

there Ms hctility tow.ds the old buildins5, With th. arrival of the Ameriec, .nd our strong ti€s with theh, .ame the* modernistic

idea about blildin$ and ar.hite.turE. So ihe pl.nrers at that time su88E+ed re demolash morc or less ell of dMtMn, and sme lots
Ere dweloFd with nM buildinss."

Hower, not .ll of the5e modernirt buildinss fit into the landepe, and $me of them were deidedly unpopular. By the 1960s, th.
pendulum besa. to swins in th! other dire.tion.

I.r
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ll '

I

*b3lt. us6.ooki6 to imtru prdFifte:
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Sorc idear sGh ar to build mesiw hiShways tlrclBh .nd iohetinEs ewn owr the city (you on
[he idea that Wg Can se the rcmnants or one su.h hi8hw.y on the r@r of lGlaportio), nwer sot past the plannin8

)ntain Reykjavik st'ses' and n'torarh poritic er$ praY'd its 
'arL

'ithin the old po,m€ rurn' lwrytnins

lundaries is not soins" e'TheBoseotlcelandicStudies,fo.eEmple,w.sstartedbylfo.merPrincMiiisterlJ6hanna
) WO f K ' Sisuraard(tti.'s sdernme.t,' he says, .eferrin8 to the Siant open pit in frdt of the N.tioal a.d

Univd5ity Ubrary. "They had Sotten as far a5 th€ ioundation beinS du8 out when ns elections

came, and a right wing Eovemment came to po@. N@ it'5 be.n included in the fiw-year plannina otlire, but therc's a delay in this
b€6u* of the politi(al tus-of-wars. When the leftist Swernrent @m to power in Reykjavik in 1978, they thrd all th€ p{ans of the
conseruatiw EoErnment into the waste ba5kel and when the @n*datiws came to porcr in 19a2, tlley did the 5ame thinS lto th€
l€ltistsl. lt's childish, and irs ben wry sad for the city-'

I.austi is not t€rribly positive whei it (mes to the 5tate of city planning today, e he ses tourism havinS a disproportionate imEct o.
th€ land*p€ of the .ity.

'Alo.8 @me the hippie novement, and people start€d to say,'Wait a minote, these old buildinEs ere so beautituL We 5h@ldn't
demolEh them,'' Traudi sayi'Th€re rere huge prote5E a8ainst some of the pl.nnine projects for hore modem boildin8s. and em€ of
the* proiects rere stopped. B.sically, archite.ts didnt consider tryin8 to find a way to nake the rew buildins5 fjt in with the old ones.

TheyjustassnEdtheentiretof downt .w@ldbenewandmodernbuildin8s.'

i-
i rii I

lfA.
T@d ir killlns ddrtown

Things haw akeady son. t@ far, and re can't stop iL'he tells u! "Retrt is ileasins. and .ot just for apa.tmentsi t@rist shops make

so much mooey that they can just buy out th€ old stor6 ltl not intercrtinS anynore to Ep downtM. Not least of all for tourists. I am

v€ry rearful that many of these y@n8 people will say,'we c.n't affod to live in th€ only urban area in lel.nd; l'll ju+ m@ abroad to
$me nice city sorewherc else. "

Trausti beliwB de way to rcmedy this problem w4ld be to mow the dom6ti. airport out of the city, thereby freein8 up land to build

afiorffistarior&.dn5lc5c*ede loter&I{fits*dr*bor8httrdhdexrrytryadffi.lat6€ri{tslahawfa6hansa.{ilhrd€tim€



Ur evarpi SIGMUNDAR DAV,OS, forsetisrddherra, vid opnun s\ininsar TV i
Fj66arb6khlddu og vid ritkomu M6TUN FRAMTIDAR 1. okt. .15: ,,...a6 

sjd alta bessa sdgu
saman komna i bessari b6k, bad svnir manni hversu einstakur ferill Trausta er og hversu
fjdlbreytilegur hann er".

"...i mj6g mdrgum svidum, sem ad skipta gridarlega miklu m6li, hefur framlag Trausta verid i
raun 6metanlegt". "...6ska Trausta til hamingju me6 st6rkostlegt starf, afrek d hinum \imsu
svidum skipulagsmAla".

Ur radu HIIMARS BRAGA JANUSSONAR, forseta Verkfradi- og nittUruverndarsvias HIvi6
opnun sVningar og itkomu b6karinnar M6tun framtida. iDj6Aarb6khlddu 1/10 ,15: 

,,...Hann
hefur, med iidrum ordum, lagt fyrir okkur og leidbeint okkur hvernig hagt er ad vinna med
st6rar og smdar huBmyndir frd grunni 6hlutbundinar hugsunar til framkvemda og
raungerdar..." ,,...Fad er hei6ur ad f6 ad vinna med b6r og haf6u bakkir fyrir framlag bitt til
Hdsk6la islands..."

Ur b6kard6mi BALDURS KRTSTJANSSONAR, prests og f6tagsfra6ings, d Eyjunni 21l10 .15:

"Eg hefekkikynnst manniennb6 sem fer jafnmikid af hugmyndum og bvisidur neanum sem er i
peirri adstddu og med b6 menntun ad geta itfart ber.... Menn eins og Traustieru garnan
jardadir mjdB snemma af brdngsinu oE ihaldss6mu samf6lagi.... (en hann) hefur med hlj6dl6tri
mvkt sinni farid eins langt og fara me. Uppi e h6rr6ttum tima med h5rrdtta skapgerd...,,. ,,._. b6kin
er uppspretta sdgu oB hugmynda. Hllitur ad ver6a skyldulesning allra beirra sem etla s6r ad
m6ta framtid vora med einhverjum hatti._. Fr6ber og skemmtile8 b6k,,.

Ur b6kard6mi STEFANS 6LAFSSONAR, pr6fessors, d Eyjunni 1Ol12 
,1S: ,,Trausti hefur verid

afar hugmyndarikur hdnnudur og sett fram margar st6rar skipulagshugmyndir sem sumar hafa
lifad lengi. R6tin ad bvi er sU, ad Trausti hefur verid 6feiminn vi6 ad hugsa t fyrir kassann,,. ,,Fad
er hins vegar til marks um lagni Trausta ad hann hefur komist upp med ad hreyfa mei.a vid bvi
vi6tekna en flestir. Fannig eru enn 6 dagskrd bj6dm6laumredunnar margar iiratuga gamlar
hugmyndir sem upphaflega komu frd honum. Sumar eru jafnvel enn uppspretta ;taka,,.

J6HANNES BJORN, rithaifundur. Bloggfarsla tz/t2'15:,,Hvon sem mdnnum likar eda
mislikar einstakar hugmyndir hans, bi leikur ekki vafi j ad Trausti er yfirburdamadur 6 sinu
svidi me6 djipan skilning 6 faginu."

ORN6IFUR HALL, arkitekt. Bloggfersla 20l12 '15: ,,Gridarlegur fr6dleiksbrunnur um
skipulagsmil eftir meistara Trausta. Holl lesning fyrir alla lar6a og leika. Holl, upplVsandi og
lErd6msrik lesning fyrir rkipulagsyftrv6ld i Reykjavik & skipulagsyftrvdld rikisins,,.

HRAFN GUNNIAUGSSON, kvikmyndahdfundur. Komment d FB 16/9-15: ,,0metanle8t verk,..

DORODDUR BJARNASON, pr6fessor. Komment i FB 15/10 ,15: 
,, Aldeilis fr6ber b6k...,,.

SIGUROUR INGoLFSSON, hiinnudur. Komment ii FB 31,/10'15r ,,Timam6taverk, bedi aA
[tliti og efni. Gefur t6ninn um 6komnar evisdgur og g6dur minnisva16i okkar 

,68 
kynsl6dar,,.



26 ME,IINING MORGUNBLADID
MANTIDAGUR 5. oKT6BER 20I5

,,Gott skipulag skapar takiferi"
_ Trausii vdsson v|r ad gefa ft nfja
b6k um skipulagsmil;

M6tun framti6ar
Hatrtr gagrririr aaalskipulag

Reykjavikur, staosetningu llugvallarins
og skipulag midbcjarins me6 iherslu ,
feroabj6nustu

VIDTAL
vilhjdlDur A. KjrrtrnssoD
vilhjalmur@mbl.is
,,1 fiodfdlaginu |arf ad vera til. bedi
medal 16lks og hinna jmsu fie6igreina.
viss grundvalla$ekking 6
vidfangsefninu a6 btia til bygg6 og
borgir. Eitt aflvf sem veldur vanda
vi6 a6 f6 almenning og stj6mm6lamenn
til a6 gefa fessum m6lefnum
gaum er a6 i bj6fdlaginu er
rikjandi viss misskilningur e6a jaftvel
ford6mar um !a6 hvert s€ e6li
skipulags," segfu Trausti Valsson,
pr6fessor viO Verkfredi- og
n6thiruvisindasvid
Hrisk6la islands en
hann var firstur islendinga til a6

ljrika doktoNnrimi i hrcinni skipulagsftadi
Axi6 1987 og hetur kennt
og skifa6 um skipulag i drtugi. Nj
bok hans um skipulag M6tun frarnlidar

fiallar m.a. um helstu skipulagsm6l

samtimans.
,Jafnvel !6 ad vidhorftil skipulags

taki breYingum er enn a6 finna
6kve6inn misskilning um skipulagsfte6i.
Dannig er s6 misskilningur
enn rikur i dag a6 skipulag ff6i a6

veri6 s6 a6 njdrva allt fast og gera

fi,rirkomulag hart og 6hj6lt. tsetta

karur ad vera rdtt fegar illa €r sta6i6

a6 skipulagi. Gott skiPulag oPnar

hins vegar fyrir mdguleika og skapar

tekiferi. Fa6 heldur miiguleikum
opnum, vinnur gegn reglustikunni
og mjkir alla 6sind borgarinnar."
Skipulag 6 aldrei a6 vera me6

feim hatti a6 ibium finnist a6 veri6
s6 a6 taka afleim iill 166, a6

skipulagsvaldi6
s€ eins og allsr66andi yfirvald
a6 s6gn Trausta.

,,Fad m6 kannski rett vera ao

ktta hafi oft e ti6um veri6 tilfelli6
meo skipulag. En hinn nftimalegi
skilningur er s6 a6 skipulagsmennimir
eigi ekki a6 vera herrar, heldur
eiga feir a6 vera pj6nar: Au6mjirkir

$6nar sem hlusta vel eftir Pvi sem
folk segir og leggia sig ftam um ad

meeta 6skum og kdfum, og gera

karmanir 6 lvi hvemig f6lki6 vill
hafa hlutin4 hvemig frrifiekin vilja
starfa o.s.fiv."
Skipuhg til mitrni ritbltuturs
Borgarskipulag er i auknum mleli
fariO a6 sntast um orkuspama6 og
a6 minnka itbl6stur i violeitni a6

lSgmarka orkuldrf sv@da. Dessar

hugmyndir hafa ratad til Islands og

nitt a6alskipulag Reykjavikur
byggist 6 bessum g.unni.

,,J4 betta er stefna sem margar
sterri borgari Evr6pu hafa horft til
en bad helgast af bvi a6 heekkandi

orkuverd er or6in 6gn vid efnahag

margra rikja. Evr6pusambandio
heftI pess vegna sett strangar reglur
til a6 draga tr orkunotkun, t.d.
hrisa og verksmidja. I g€glum ESB

koma pessar reglur hinga6 b6 orkuver6
s6 miktu legra h6r og meim a0

segia !6 vi6 notum hreina orku.
E'etta pjdir a6 hrisbyggingar ver6a

djrari en ella vegna Pess ad vi6 erum

hluti afEES.'
Ein adfer6in vid a6 spara orku i
Evr6pu, er a6 reyna ad koma 6

lannig skipulagi i borgum aO borgir
og beir noti sem minnsta orku. Algengasta

a6fer6in er a6 sekja a6

einkabilum, sem t.d. er gert me6

breogingum e giitum og bdttingu
byggdar- eins og gen var i adalskipulagi

Reykiavikur 2014 segir
Trausti og bendir 6 a6 me6 |essu
nast nokkur fristingur 6 a6 fleiri
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noti stret6, hj61i e6a gangi.

,,Hli6araflei6ing af sliku skipulagi
er a6 a6stada efnaminna f6lks batnar
6 kostna6 rika f6lksins 6 st6ru bilunum.
Eg held a0 h6r i Reykjavik
hafi lessi rau6a ff66f6lagsstefia
ni6i6 meira undir ni6ri, en 5hyggjur
af umhverfismrilum. Dai sem gerir
a6 dg styd bdttingu byggoar og
nokka hengiryu ad bilum 6 gitmlum
sve6um, er a6 69 er mjiig hrifinn
af,,urban" sve6um, med blanda6ri
bygg6, har sem h@g1 er a6 fam
ferda sinna gangandi."
Jafirframt bendir Trausti 6 a6 !a6
geti veri6 skynsamlegt aO styoja uban
sjn !6 ek:ki nema bara vegna

less a6 hinn menntadi og djrmeti
hluti ungu kynsl66arinnar leggur
miki6 upp ur lvi a6 geta bti6 i sliku
borgarumhverfi.
Aoalskipulag Reykjrvikur
Trausti segir grunninn i leilli
skipulagssteftru sem einkennir nitt
aoalskipulag Reykjavikur vera s6ttan
i lri erlendu flrirmynd ad skipulag
skuli studla a6 minni ritblestri
gr66uhusaloftte guda.
,,A6alskipulagi6 velur tv@r aifer6ir
til a6 nA bessu markmi6i. A0
draga ur bilnotkun og ad Petta
bygg6ina, lvi ad Petta tvennt muni
leioa til minni ritblAsturs bessara
lofttegund4" segir hann en bendir
strax a a6 hvorugt bessara atrioa
standist.

,,Degar betur er ai gii6 stenst

hvorugt. Ast@6a bess a6 minni bilnotkun
muni ekki lei6a til minni titblastus
er ad innan skamms verOur
hettulegur ritbl6stur ekki til arna"

bvi metan- og rafbilum Sitlgar 6rt og
ver6a or6nir r66andi innan tiltiilulega
skanms tima. HvaA bdttingu
bygg6ar var6ar, !6 sfua nfjar
ranns6knir Jukka Heinonen! ungs

d6sents i skipulagsftE6i vi6 HI, a6

bdttar borgir skila fti sdr meira af
gr6dwh[6atoftegundum en dreifoar,

begar allt er reiLna6. Minnstu

skila borp bar sem allar barfir
mannlifsins eru leystar af f6lkinu
si61fu. Mesturn ftbl@std skila bett
sve6i lar sem lifsstill f6lks er lannig
ad f6lk hle6ur mikilli mengandi

ft6nustustarfsemi i kingum lif sitt."
Reykjavik og hdtu6borgarsvr6i6
byggist upp a6 sd$ Trausta sem
bilaborg me6 a6greindri starfsemi.
Detta bi6ii a6 mj6g erfitt er a6 vera
an bils og erfift aO bre)4a sveoinu i
borg lar sem rei6hj61, ganga og
str@t6 eru einkennandi samgdnguform.

,,A6eins i l0l Reykjavik er vel
miigulegt aO komast af6n bils, enda
skipulagt 66ur en a6greining starfsemi
var6 li6andi i skipulaginu.
I,ama, og i a6liggjandi hverfum, br.ia

margir borgarfulltniamir og sj6
hvad blanda6a skipulagi6 er
skemmtilegl, en beir lifa i d&umaheimi
um a6 6lekku skipulagi sd

hegt aO koma i fthverfunum eftir
6."
Bittrar lika 6 beim efnamitrtri
Atlagan a6 einkabilnum beinist
pvi ekti a6eins ad feim riku e flottu
bilunum, heldur einnig leim efinminni,
og reyndar ekki si6ur, segir
Trausli.
,,Hrekku6 bilastle6agjt ld koma
har6ast ni6ur 6 !eim, pvi leir efnaminni
borya siimu upphe6ir, af mun
legi tekjum. Og aO auki eru bab
einmitt Peir efnaminni, sem maxgir
bua i fthverfum, og geta atls ekki ritt
bfa i fthverfum, og geta alls ekki 6n

bils vedo. En be er bent 6 str@t6

sem lausnina og Pvi lofa6 a6 nt sd

loks komiS gott plan um a6 gera

str@t6kerfi6 ba6 b@gilegt og vi*t
a6 folk telji 6Farfa a6 eiga bil,.miklu
legilegra sd a6 fara i str@t6. Eg tel
mjitg 6vist a6 bessi aftom gangi.

Notkun str@toi6kst nokku6 i kjdlfar
keppunnar og h€firr aukist enn.

A$e6an er a6 tekjur margs f6lks
hafa minnka6 svo ad f6lk hefir burft
a0 spala vi6 sig bilnotkun og a6 fala
i str@t6 i staoinn. Einnig hefirr h6tt
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bensinver6 lagst 6 fessa sdmu sveif.
Ekki e. h6 liklegt ai aukningin ver6i
mikil i ftamtioinni b€gar efnahagur
batnar og bilno&un vedur 6dfari,
sem mun gerast begar mfmagnsbilar
ver6a 6djrari, en raforka 6 rafinagnsbil
kostar a&ins brot af o*u
ri bensinbfla."
Njja a6alskipulagi6 i Reykjavik
gerir miki6 ur leim mdguleikum
sem komi me6 betri gtingu- og
reiohjolastigum,
og er n[ eyft geysilegum

fiiirhe6um i slika uppbyggingu.
Dregur betta ekki ur notkun
einkabilsins i borginni?
,,1 nfju a6a.lskipulagi Reykjavfkur
ft6 2014 er ba6 grunnani6i6 i
stefnum6tuninni
a6 frengt skuli ad einkabilnum
en abrL samgdngum6tar
eins og hj6lrei6ar, ganga og str@t6

seu st,.rktir. Flrir nokkrum 6rum
var tekin sri dkvtiroun aO um tiu
milljar6ar sem 6ttu a6 koma fta rikinu
til H66vega i Pdftbjli a tiu 6rum,
f@ru i sta6inn i a6 beta irmvidi hinna
samgdngumatana og auka notkun

beirra. I,etta 4 samkv@mt planinu,
ad dmga ur bilaumferO e stofne6unum,
en fa6 hetur ekki gerst. Vi6
lekkjum vel aO lrengslin og bidir e
stofnbrautunum er sif€llt aukast. Eg
tel aO eetlun skipulagsins se ekki ao
ganga upp og ba6 ver6i a6 auka
frarnldg til bota 6 stofubrautakerfinu
6 ni:'
St6ra nugvrllarm6lia!
Mikio er deilt um framti6
Reykjavikurflugvallar
og me6an borgarstj6m
Reykjavikur vill viillinn
burt h€fiJr nriverandi rikisstj6m
ekki sjnt leim hugmyndum mikinn
6huga og almennt slha kannarir a6

almenningur er m6tfallinn flutningi
flugvallarins. Trausti horfir hins
vegar fram hjri Pessu dllu saman og
segir mikilvegt ai m6li6 s6 sko6a0

af hlutlausari og fredilegri n61gun.

,,Umre6an um flugviillinn er reydar
blin a6 vera i gangi svo 6ratugum
skiptir. Fyrst i tergslum vi6 fa6 a6 6
flugvellinum var reki6 6ne6issamt
flug, serstaklega eftir a6 mjitg
hfvaoasarnar
flugv61ar komu. Si6an,
eftir a6 Keflavikurvegurinn kom
1965, minnl@6i 6nae6i6 af starfseminni,

lvi !6 fluttist millilandaflugi6
til Keflavikur. Samt sem i6ur var
flugvallarm6li6 alltaf aO koma upp
ii6ru hvoru, einkum begar flugv6lum
hlekktist 6. Einnig jukust sm{m
saman m6tm@li vegna tuivadamengunax

leirrar sem 1ei6ir af flugumfer6irmi.
Pegar flugvallameli6
kom upp enn 6 nj, riri6 2000, var ba6
ekki lengur mengunin, Mva6inn og
slysah@ttan, sem var ntmer eitt i
huga f6lks, heldw !a6 hversu flugviillurirm
tekur dirm&tt sve6i, og
hversu mikilvegt sve6i6 gati or6i6

forir skipulagspr6un Reykjavikur."
Margar hugmyndir hafa veri6
rcddar urn ftamti6 Reykj avikurflugvallar
og nflega kom [t
skjrsla svo kalla6rar Rdgmmefndar,
sem sko6a6i nok:km flugvallakosti i
og vi6 Reykjavik, p6 ekki Vatnsmrrina
sjiilfa. Ni6rusta6an var a6 6dirast
veri a6 byggja flugvdll i Hvassahrauni
en Trausti telur sj6lfin ad
Liingusker sdu heppilegri kostur
enda hdfirndur feinar hugrnyndar.

,,4 skipulagsuppdnittum eru h6vadasv@6i

fl ugbrauta ildng, mj6kkandi
til endans, og best er ef engin
bygg6 er innan beira. Allt i einu si
eg aO Skerjaii,roudnn er eins og
h6va6asv@6i
flugbrautar i laginu:
Bing6! Fama smullu iill fimm lrepin
saman; 1) Odjr uppfolling vegna
grumsevis 2) nau6synlegur vegur
yr6i 6djr 3) a6flug fr bremur 6ttum
yr6i yfir sj6, 4) meiri hluti
hiva6asve6anna

)r6i einnig ytu sj6 og 5)
upplllingin )r6i 6dyr vegna 6djrra
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ft6kastsefua. Sem sagt: I'etta var
retti stadurinn fyrir flugvdll! Dessi

uppgdtvun kom svo skyndilega ad 69
fekk eins og hitgg fyrir bringsmalimar
og n66i varla andanum."
Engu a6 si6ur hefir veri6 bent 6
kostnad vegna uppryllingar og lvi
haldid fiam a0 betta s6 helsta hindrun
pess ad byggja flugvtill d Ldnguskerjum.

,,Hva6 var6ar kostna6inn vi6
uppfyllinguna
er lj6st aO svse6i6, sem
losna6i i VatnsmYdnni, mundi gera
meira en a6 borga uppfrllinguna.
Um 2l flugvallarsvae6isins eru i eigu
Reykjavikur og um 1,8 i eigu rikisins.
E6lilegt er ad {6nnagni6 sem yr6i
til me6 aO bre),ta landnotku nni riLr

flugvelli i almenna !6tta bygg6, be6i
6 landi Reykjavikur og rikisins, fari
i a6 gera flugvdllinn ri Ltinguskerjum.
Reykjavik he6i minni dfiuga 6
slikum samningi ef flugvdllurinn

1r6i fluttur lengra.
Sdrstakur kostur vi6 Ldngusker
er a6 imis aOstaOa 6 nfverandi flugvelli

- eins og t.d. fluglum og skifstofur,
getu nist ritam. Heildami6urstaoan
yr6i sri a6 vi6 getum
losna6 vi6 flugvtillinn og ner 611

vandamrilin sem honum Slgja og
fengid nfjan flugviill n6nast i mi6ju
hOfu6borgarsve6inu, 6n mikils
aukakostna6ar."
Framtidin i feroabj6trustu
Da6 er ekki hegt a6 sleppa sdrfra6ingi
eins og Trausta 6n fess a6

sp)Tja hann it i sifellt stekkandi
fer6abj6nustu e lslandi og i6lgun
fer6amanna. i,eir hlj6ta aO hafa
Ahrif6 bejarlifi6 og skipulag borga

og beja?
,,Vissulega gera leir laO og j6kve6
6hif af auknurn turisma sjdst

t.d. i auknum gialde)ai og fleiri
veitingahilsum,
en neikve6 rihrif fylgia
beim lika. H6telbyggingar taka t.d.
yfir sve6i i garnla benum sem menn

hdI6u s66 tT ir ser a0 nittist fj.rir

Reykvikinga sjrilfa. Miki6 hverfil af
gamalli bygg6 me6 bessu og hi6
gr6m yfirbrag6 er vi6a a5 veikjast. I
hinum gdmlu husum voru vi6a 6djrar
ibioir sem venjulegl f6lk hafbi
efiri ri, H6telin hafa hinsvegar teki6
yfir mdrg gdmul hris eoa l6ti6 rifa
!au. Fasteignaverd hefur h@kka6
mj6g og nti risa flrst og fremst hi\usibri6ir
q/rir rikara f6lk i t.d. ihi6artumum
vi6 Sktlagdtu."
AO sdgn Trausta er hi6 gamla og
gr6na yfirbrago Reykjavikur a6 l6ta
undan siga en mest 6gn starfar af
m6demiskum byggingum sem n[
birtast sifellt fleiri teikningar af.

,,Hluti afbvi sem er svo heillandi
vi6 gamla beinn eru hinar gamalgr6nu
verslanir, eins og t.d. Tdsku og
hanskabri6in og Fatabi0in, sem
nri hafa hmkist i twt vegna himar
leigu og gjalda. I sta6inn kemur
urmull a6 lunda- og lopabu6um sem

n6nasl allar eru eins, og lar sem vi6
Reykvikingar hdfilm liti6 ad sekja.
Grundvallareinkenni6 6 skipulagi
mi6bejarins er ritlendingadekur og
vir6ist mega bj66a ibuunum miki6
6hagredi til a6 bria sem best i haginn
fyrir r.itlendingana. Er nu a6 sj6

sem vi6 Reykvikingar sdum a0 tapa

hinum gamla sjarrnerandi mi6be i
pj6nkuninni vi6 hagsmuni ferdamannanna.

@
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Skipulagsmril eru
tilfinningam{l
Af innlerdurrt eeltvangi . . .

Styrmir Gu,rnarsson

Arkitektar og skipulagsfre6ingar eiga
meiri batt i ad m6ta umhverfi okkar en

flestir a6rir. D6 koma peir ekki einir vi6
siigu. i grundvallaratri6um byggia peir 6
d.kvdrdunum um meginlinur sem kjdmir
fulltruar hala tekid. En bad er beirra ai
ftf@ra b€er 6kvar6anir. AOur en ber
6kvar6anir eru teknar hafa alls kyns

hagsmmir tekizt 6 og pri me6al armars og

ekki sizt t li.rhagslegir hagsmunir.
Iregar horft er yfir farinn veg si6ustu

nimlega hundra6 rira hefur okkur ekki
alltaftekizt vel upp. Sumt hefur veri6
gert vel. Samstarf Gudj6ns Samtielssonar

hilsameistara og J6nasar J6nssonar 1i6

Hriflu skiladi reisulegum byggingum
vi6a um land sem setja svip .i umhverfi
sitt. i raun er 6tnilegl hvad miki6 var gert

i feim eftrum 6 forri hluta sidustu aldar,

pegar islenzkt pj6dfdlag gat enn talizt
fdtekt. SkipulagsmAl i Reykjavik hafa

gengi6 upp og ni6ur.
Fatlegustu byggingarnar i mi6b@

Reykjavikur, og p6 er 6tt vi6 Kvosina"

eru enn g6mlu htisin, stj6marr66i6,
Menntask6linn, Grj6taporpi6 og vel

heppnud endurbygging gamalla hlha svo

sem Bemhdftstorfunnar.
Sumt affvi sem si6ar hefur veri6

byggt 6lressu sve6i er 6skaPna6ur.

Gamli mi6barinn er oroinn skritinn
sta6ur. Marga m6nudi 5 iiri eru fleiri
itlendingar bar d lerd en Islendingar. Og

beir sem lrar bta geta ekki endilega
gengid a6 atmenffi bj6nustu i nesta

n6grenni. bad er varla hegt aO segja a6

alviinrmatvitruvezlanir sdu 6 pessu

sva6i og ekki heldur aP6tek.

Flrir marga eru skipulagsm6l
tilfinningam6l. Sumir upplifa
Reykj avikur-flugvdl I og stadsetningu
hansiafu tilfinningalega og vi6,
andstedingar a6ildar islands a6

Evr6pusambandinu, Pad m6l.
66rum ver6ur heitt i hamsi legar

kemur a6 sta6setningu nys h6tzekni
sjfkrahtss. Og alkunna er a6

skipulagsm6l ver6a sttmdum heitustu
deilum6lin i einstiikum sveitarf€ldgum.

Dessi ,,tilfinningam6l" eru til
umtdtlunar i niri b6k Trausta Valssonar
pr6l-essors sem nefnist Motun qamtid{ -
hupnslir,slFglag-h,0Uun. I b6kinni
er a6 finna gridarlegt magn upplfsinga
um skipulagsm6l og arkitekhir og htn
sinir aO Trausti hefrr alpj6dlega yhrsjn

begar kemur aO Fessum mrilaflokki,
Trausti er ma6ur hugmyndanna. Eitt

sinn sagdi bandariskur 6hrifamadur vi6
mig a6 mikilvagasti ma6urinn 6 stadnum

veri sd sem hef6i hugmYndir.
Hvemig ur6u hugmyndir Trausta til?

Hann segir: ,,Einfiildun forms, sem

skila6i mdr mestum fuangri si6ar, var

begar 6g uppg6tva6i ad island er i raun

hdngur .. . Skdmmu si6ar s6 69 a6 byggo

ri islandi er, einfalda6 sagt; kmgi vi6
irtjadar kingsins .. se dg skyndilega ad

byggdamynztur Islands med bygg6 {

ritja6ri - en ekkert 6 hinum dfrmetu
mi6jusve6um! - er 6hagkvemt og i
rauninni alrangt! Dessi skilningur birtist
mdr bad skltrdilega ad 69 fdkk eins og

hdgg i magann. Dad ad dg hal6i

uppgtttvad ad byggdamynztur lslands er

airanet. leiddi mig nokkrum drum sidar

rit ipid st6ra verkefni ad vinna ad tilliigu
um istandsskipulag liam tidari nnar ...
... Flrsta tillaga min ... var a6 leggla

vegi stystu lei6 yfir mi6ju landsins og

tengia hannig otengda landshluta. ['essir

vegir hgiu fr6 Su6ur-, Nordur- og

Austurlandi og keemu saman 6

Sprengisandi. Vi6 fessa tilltigu befii dg

. .. i dSlitlu grini ... a6 ba6 veri riikdttast
ad bama 6 kossgdtum, 6 hinni ver6mzetu
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mi6ju landsins, risi ni htifu6borg."
Degar Trausti Valsson kynnti

hugrnyndir sinar um tu4lendisvegi 6
sinum tima, fekk €g anna$ konar ,,hogg i
magann" en hann fdkk, pegar hugrnyndin
kvikna6i hj6 honum.

Hvemig gat einhvedum dotti6 i hug
a6 leggja vegi - vrntanlega malbikada
um allt h6lendi6 bvers og kruss, meo
tilheyrandi benzinstd6vum, sjoppum
o.s.frv. Detta var 66ur en lj6st var orOi6
a6 midh6lendi Islands var ekki bara
au6lind, heldur au6lind sem gefur af sdr
gifurlegar tekjur lnir hj66arbrii6. Hvers
vegna streyma ftlendingar til slands?

Vegna n6miLru landsins. Kjami feirrar
nrithiru er mi6h6lendi6 og adrar
6byggdir.

Mdr finnst hugmynd Trausta
Valssonar um islandsskipulag 966 svo
fremi aO kjami hennar sd sri a6 6

mi6h6lendi islands eigi ekkert skipulag
a6 vera. Heldur ver6i fad allii6ad og
engar framkvemdir umfram Pa6 sem

ordid er. Ad visu md relra pvi $nir sdr

hvers vegna byggdamynztur Islands hafi
ordid d bann veg sem pad heiir pr6ast.

Er ekki astadan einl-aldlega si ad l6lk
senist bar ad sem bad gat haft einhva6
sdr til framferis?

Degar holft er til um,Jdllunarettis
Trausta Valssonar i hinni njju b6k hans

ver6ur lj6st aO hann er a6 fialla um
einhver mestu tilfinningam6l sem upp

koma 6 |j66arsvi6inu.
Mer finnst t.d. si6lfsagt ad fram fari

bj 66aratkve6agei6sla um bad hvort

[66in vilji fii6a mi6h6tendi6 alveg e6a

ekki. Eftir slika atkvedagrei6slu verdur
ekki lengur deilt um m6li6, hver sem

nioustadan ver6ur.
Hi6 sama 6 vi6 um Reykjavikur-

flugvitll. AlitamAli6 bar er hins vegar
hvort Reykvikingar einir eigi ad taka b6tt
i sliki atkvabagrei6slu e6a [66in 6ll. I
lj6si bess aO sta6setning flugvallar 6

hdfu 6borgarsva6inu er hagsmunamal

hj66arinnar allrar er e6lilegt a6

bj66in itll taki b6tt i slikri atkvada-
grei6slu.

Me6 b6k sinni er Trausti Valsson ao
opna augu f6lks ldr mikilvegi
skipulagsm6la 6 umhverfi okkar.
Og less vegna er hrin grundvallarit,
hvort sem vi6 erum sammiila honum e6a
6samm6la um pa6 a6 ny hdfu6borg risi 6
mi6h6lendi Islands (i grini).
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Finntudagur 10.12.2015 Birtist d btoggsldu StOl hjd DV
Ritd6mur - Stefin Olafsson, pr6fessor i f6lagsfredi vi6 Hi:

M6tun framtidar - i boOi Trausta Valssonar
Fvrir skiimmu kom rit b6kin eftir Trausta
Valsson, pr6fessor i ski

I,etta er 6veojuleg b6k, eins konar fagleg evisaga. Tmusti gerir grein ryrir n6ni siru, brou[
hugrnynda sinna og starfsferli, i samhengi vi6 hugmyndasiigu skipulagsfrr6anna og
ti6arandann i sarnfdlaginu.

t etta er mjdg gott yfirlit um verk Trausta og fr6un hans sem skipulagsFedings og hdnnudar.

Trausti hefiI veri6 afar hugm),ndarikur hdnnu6ur og seft fram margar st6rar
skipulagshugmyndir sem sumar hafa lifa6 lengi. Rotin a6 lvi er su, ad Tnusti hefi.r veri6
6feiminn vid aO hugsa ut Srir kassann. Hann heflu pvi oft rekist 6 kassakarl4 sem hafa 6tt
erfitt me6 aO faxa it tTir hi6 vi6tekna og venjulega.

Frumlegir og ft6ir menn menn eins og Tmusti eiga oft erfitt uppdreftar f h6pum britngsinna
og ihaldssamra. Deir eru bvi oft teknir beinlinis ur umfero e6a ithr6pa6ir sem undanvillingar
eda sdrvitringar.

paO er hins vegar til marks um lagni Trausta a6 hann hefir komist upp med ad hreyfa meira

vio bvi vi6tekna en flestir,

Dannig eru enn ri dagsM fi66m6laumre6unnar margar ifu.^atuga gamlar hugmyndir sem

upphaflega komu fri4 honum. Sumar eru jafnvel enn uppspretta etaka

Stersta hugmynd Trausta er kanski hugrryndin um a6 fl14ja flugviillinn rir Vatnsmirinri tt 6

upplllingar ri skerjunum i Skerjafrr6i og taka Vatnsmjrina undir midbejarstarfsemi og

ibuabyggd. i lei6inni vildi hann tengia saman gamla mi6beinn og Vatnsmirina og bnia 6fram

yfir i K6pavog og Alftanes.

Aorar st6rar hugnyndir eru til demis sundabrautirl su6urstrandarvegur, h6lendisvegir, !6tting
bygg6ar, b@tt bldndun vinnustada og fuuabyggdar, betri nyting sfandlengiunnar o.s.frv.

Meinsemdir m6dernismans

Trausti h6fnfu[ sitt i Berlin i h6fu6vigi m6demismans i byggingalist. Hann 0allar miki6 um

galla m6demismans, hinn kalda og hnia stil og fioldablokkir ithverfa sterilar og vdlrEnar

ritferslur i and Le Co6usier og Walter Gropiusar.

i ftamhaldsftA.mi sinu i Berkley h6sk6lanum i Kalifomiu Lfnntist hann mikri hli6 honnunar,

klassiskari stilum og gildi samb@ttingar og umhverfisskipulags. Hann setur hina v6benu og



militarisku hdnnun Berlinar upp sem andst&6u hinnar mjfku, fidlhe],ttu og klassisku hiinnun
Parisarborgar. Paris hefur vinninginn i huga Trausta. Flestir myndu taka undir !a6.

Raunar finnur Trausti modemisma flest til forettu og kennir honum um mdrg mestu
skipulagsslys tuttugustu aldarinnar. Reykjavik 6 sin demi um meinsemdir m6demismans i
ltingu st6rblokkunum i Brei6holti III og imsum hugmyndum frrr og si6ar um ad hreinsa burt
klassiska gamla bygg6 og setja andlaus kassahahysi bar i sta6inn.

Trausti segir |a6 einungis heppni a6 gamli mi6berinn i Reykjavik hafi ekki veri6 ey6ilagdur
med slikum riformum, eins og ni6urrifi Torfimnar og byggingu kassah6hjsa lar og vi6ar i
anda Moggahallarinnar i Adalst@ti.

Hugrnynd um hra6braut i gegnum Grj6taporpi6 og bygging atvinnuhrisn@6is eftir naer allri
nor6urstrdnd Reykjavikur, me6 tilheyrandi ey6ileggingu ftsynis a6 sundunum og Esjunni (til
d&mis fr6 Laugamesi a6 Elli6a,irvogi), eru hugmyndi. afheim toga modemisma og

ai$einingar (zoning) sem Trausta likar ekld vi6. Undir !a6 md taka.

i lj6si har6rar gagnrini Tmu$a A meinsemdir m6demisma finnst mdr svolitio skemmtilegl ad

€g njt less a6 brla i d6ru af einungis tveimur ibf6arhisum 6 hitfu6borgarsv@dinu sem Tnusti
Valsson hanna6i. Fa6 er reyndar hris i m6demiskum fiinkis-stil i rumum gar6i, en ekki
h6vaxio ldlbylishus i anda Gr6piusar. Detta er hi6 AgEtasta hris bar sem tekst aA blanda vel

saman gar6i og byggingu, meira i anda Falling Water hfssins sem Frank Lloyd Wright
hanna6i en i anda Bauhaus h6nnu6anna sem Trausti gagmjrir.

Lexia min afbessu er si, a6 m6demismi geti bae6i veri6 g66ur og slemur. Klassisk hdnnun

stimulei6is. Menn eiga ekki a6 n6lgast og me6hdndla stefnur i hdnnun og skipulagningu me6

einstengingslegum h@tti. Fao sarna etti lika aO gilda um politik.

Krcdda og einstrengingur eru alltafhettuleg hjti.

B6k Trausta Valssonar, MtitunframlidaL et fr661eg umltillun um skipulagsmal og hdnnun og

gott yfirlit um fijdtt og mikid evistarf. Trausti getur liti6 stoltur til baka nu pegar hann letur

af storfum vid Hask6la islands, eftir ad hafa nad sjitlugsaldri

Vondi heldur hann !6 rlfram a6 hugsa rit $rir kassann og lffa upp umra6una um

skipulagsmril.

2
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B6kad6mur Baldurs Kristidnssonar, prests oglfilagsftariin1s lm -M6tun fromti1dr"
Bittist i hloggsiiu Bolduts 6 Eyjunni midvikudosinn 21.10.2015.

,,Svona menn eru yfideitt jardadir snemma" Medan 6g r6ai einhverju f6kk 6g Trausta Valsson
til bess ad flwa erindi 6 Prestastefnu um einhverja ,.mihd blowin8,, hluti sem snertu kirkjuna.
Erindi hans var hokkkuA framirstefnulegt eins og blast mittivi6. Kjarninn var 5i ad f6lk Beti
greitt hluta af s6knargjdldum sinum tilkirkju ad eigin vati- F6lk ivesturbanum iReykjavik gati
bess vegna kosi6 ad l6ta hluta gialds sins renna til kirkju i njlEgd uppvaxtarst6dva eda
sumarbUstadar og by8gt hannig upp 6 beim sl6aum Far sem hjarta bess hefdior6i6 eftir og eftil
vill bjargad gudshJsum, sem skilin voru eftir begar f6tkid flutti, fri nidurni6slu og gl6tun.

F6lki leist misvel d. En Trausti hughreysti mig med beim ordum a6 nvjar hugmyndir byrftu svona
sirka tiu 6ra meaSdngutima til bess aO verda vidurkenndar hugmyndir. Nvlega si 6g svipa6ri
hugmynd skotid upp i sveitastj6rnarstiginu FaO er a6 burtfluttirgetu valid s6r sveitarf6lag til
bess ad l6ta hluta itsvars sins renna til, bviad eins og margir eiga kirkju bar sem hjartad bir eiga
hinir siimu sveit sem er hjarta beirra nest.

Fetta rif.iast upp pegar p6sturinn farir m6r b6k frii Trausta Valssyni eins konar lifsb6k. yfirlit yfir
ferilinn, veraldlega og hugmyndafradilega. petta er ekki sj6lfsmynd heldur einhverskonar
sjdlfsb6k bar sem Traustifylgir @vi sinni, stdrfum og beim hugmyndum sem hann hefurfengi6 og
(tfart og bardttunnifyrir beim.

Fad vilsvo tilad 6g vann med Trausta i br6unarstofnun Reykjaviku rborga r fyrir rijskum i6rtiu
irum Fegar nijar hugmyndirvoru ad ry6ja s6r braut iskipulagsmdlum og brdunarstofnun tdk
slaginn undir stj6rn Hilmars heitins 6lafssonar arkitekts. Ekki sist med Fviad 16Aa menn eins og
Trausta og hafa slaka d taumnum.

0rfjarlegd fylgdist madur me6 Trausta ganga i h6lm vi6 vidtekna hugmynd um landi6, hvernig
vid Betum b[i6 6 Fviog ferdast um bad, m.a. med bviad gera r6d fyrir og teikna upp
h6lendisvegi, fd og [tfera hina fribaru hugmynd um flu8vdll; Ltjnguskerjum, itfarslur um

b6ttingu byggdar i Reykjavik og fl. og fl. Fi hefur Trausti fengi6 og 0tfart hugmyndir sem varda
legu [slands og nija mtigueika sem opnast vi6 brddnun iss samfara hlinun jardar.

Eg hef ekki kynnst manni ennpi sem fer.iafnmikid af hugmyndum og Fvi si6ur neinum sem er i

beirri aostddu og me6 bi menntun ad geta itfart bar. Sem betur fer hefur Trausti fen8iA puh,
veria d6sent og pr6fessor i skipulagsfreAum. Eg veit ekki hvers vegna. Menn eins og Trausti eru

Sjarnan jardaAir mjaig snemma af brdntsinu og ihaldssiimu samf6lagi, voru fldkkumenn eda
fijrumenn hdr 56ur drykkjumenn si6ar, en ekkiTrausti, sennilega er hann misin sem la6ist,
hefur med hlj6dl6tri mvkt sinni farid eins langt og fara m6. Uppi tr hirrr€ttum tima me6 h6rr6tta
skapgerd og getur nU, 6bySgilega farinn ad n6lgast sj6tugt Iiti6 stoltur yfir farinn veg.

Og b6kin er uppspretta sdgu og hu8mynda. Hl'itur ad verda skyldulesning allra beirra sem etla
s6r ad m6ta framtid vora med einhverjum hetti. Og ekki si6ur beirra sem gera ni litid annad en

ad lita til baka. Med hennifylgir meira ad sega diskur me6 stuttmyndum fyrir bd sem nenna ekki
ad lesa.

F16bar og skemmtileB b6k.

@
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Hilma. F6r Biiirnsson arkitekt, ritaoi umsiign um MOTUN FRAMTIDAR - sjd:

http://blog.pressan.is / atkitekl.... /2076 1.../20/motun-f ramtidar/...

Hdr kgmq itdrattit it umsdgn Hilmars og ir nokkrum of TS aitrum umsaigoum d Uoggi HDB:

,,Fyrir tapu 6ri kom Ut stdrmerkileg b6k Trausta Valssonar arkitekts sem starfad hefur sem

pr6fessor i skipulagsfredum vi6 Hdsk6la islands um iratuga skeid. Detta er brett6nda b6k
Trausta um efni6. B6kin fjallar um -fistarfTrausta og skipulagshugmyndir frd dndverdu med

iiherslu ii timabilid fr6 stidentabyltingunni 1968. En um bad leiti h6f Trausti nim i arkitekt r
i Berlin...

parna breyttust allar 6herslur. T.a.m var maAurinn og hans barfir settar if6kus, einkabillinn

var l6tinn vikja i6llu samhenginu. Menn f6ru ad hugsa meira um mengun og audlyndir
jardar, 6st og fri6.

Fetta var upphaf hippakynsl66arinnar. petta timabil hefur markad marga okkar og bad m6

sj6 af b6k Trausta a6 Fessi timi og bessi tioarandi hefur markaA allt hans professinella lif og

vidhorf, sem betur fer.

MOTUN FRAMTIoAR er fribEr b6k sem opnar hugmyndaheim umhverfism6tunnar fyrir
f6lki bannig ad ba6 skilur samhengi6 betur eftir aA hafa lesid hana...

Trausti gagnninir snillingana Le corbusiere og walter Gropius og segir hugmyndir beirra hafi

leitt til mikilla hdrmunga iskipulagi. Stefna beirra hafi bitt ad nU bria milljardar manna i

6hagkvemu, lj6tu og v6lranu umhverfi (thverfa um allan heim..."

Dennis Davi6 J6hannesson arkitekt ritaAi 22.5 2015: ,,86kin hans Trausta er fr6dleg og ekki
sidur skemmtileg fyrir margra hluta sakir. Fyrir mig er hIn s6rlega 6hugaverd bar sem vi6
Traust;erum afsdmu kynsl6d... margirafokkar kynsl66 st66um ibeirri meiningu, aA vi6
verum ad breyta heiminum og ekkert var heilagt i beim efnum..."

HDB ritaai umsiign 24.5 2016: ,,i b6k Trausta Valssonar er reynt ad opna augu f6lks fyrir
firringu m6dernismans med pvi a6 kafa dj(pt i rikjandi stefnur og heimsmynd nUtimans.,,

@



6rn6lfur Hall arkitekt skrifar 29.5 2016: ,,MOTUN FRAMTIDAR er mdgnuA b6k eftir
hugmyndarikan skipulagshugsu6... Bodberi n'irra tima i mannger6u skipulagi sem arkitektar

framtidar eiga eflaust eftir a6 lesa oft i. Hann er uggandi um kynsl60ina sem hann segir ad s6

mjdg 6nam it biirfina 5 ad n'ftt verdi laga6 ad g<imlu i mi6banum og ad kynntar till6gur bar

stefni i ad ver6a miki6 slys. pad md vera viti til varnadar ad Danir naga sig ni i handarbdkin

yfir bvi sem beir kalla ,,Historieloshed i danske byggerier"... I Evr6pu tala m.a. bvskir- og

austurriskir kollegar um 'lnvestment-Architektur' sem svo almenningur hefur hafnad i
atkveAagreiAslum {t.d. i Frankfun)...

Hann bendir d 6hugnanlegar tilldgur sem bd l5gu fyrir um t.d.Torfuna og sedlabankann og ad

tekist hafi ad afstira st6rum slysum sem hefdu nEr eydilagt midbainn.

Undirritadur nvkominn fri ndmivar 160inn arkitekt hji Gunnlaugi Halld6rssyni og Fremur
66rum arkitektum (4 arkitekta nefnd) um byggingu Stj6rnarridsh(ss begar betta geroist.

Hann er vitni ad bvi a6 Gunnlaugur snarsnerist i m6linu og gekk fremstur iflokki i

Torfusamtiikunum... Dad hef6iveri6 skelfilegt efThor Jensensh(sid hefdi veri6 rifi6 fyrir

se6labankabygginguna, en kollegi Hannes Davidsson o.fl. bardist hatrammur 6 m6ti bvi og

hett var vi6, pad er r6tt ad betta hefdi nar eydilagt borgina."

Umsaign V.F. um pistill 6rn6lfs 29.05.2015: ,,Hin ,s6gulega skirskotun' er mikilvegari ni en

nokkurn tima 66ur. ,Historilaished' i islenskum byggingum er egileg og meiri en i Danmdrku...

pad hlvtur ad vera meginverkefni arkitekt[rdeildar Listah6sk6lans b6 bad sjiist traudla i

itskrift arverkef nunum."


